
ritit-^

icnts

rinv,

('ctcd

most

land-

af ten

ession

of the

cneral

,
79th,

reatcst

iral to

Helder

r titter

yance ;

e riglit

icli we

orning,

irrisoii,

been

odv of

com-

a half

them

:

would

The

es most

d 55th.

a.

^e

I

SIR ISAAC nnocK. U

The evening of our landing, a relnforooiui t of

5,(H)() men arrived, hut could not dlsenil)ark until

two days after, owing to the hadness of the wea-

ther. During all this time tlie troops lay exposed

on the sand hills, without the least shelter to cover

them aixainst the wind and rain. At leiiiith the

army moved forward eleven miles, and got into

al( I the wholecantonments aion*; a canal exienainijc tiie wnc

breadth of the country, from the Zuyder sea on

the one side to the main ocean on the other, ppo-

tcctcd by an amazingly strong dyke, running lialf

a mile in front of the line. In this position we

remained unmolested until the 10th of September,

on which day the enemy made a most desperate

attack in three columns, two on the right and one

on the centre of the lin(! : he could not avoid being

beaten, as it was the most injudicious step ima-

ginable, and his loss was in proportion very great.

The Guards, SOth, and 40th, acted conspicjious

parts in this affair. The 49th was here again out

of the way, with the exception indeed of Savery,

whom nothing could keep from going to see what

was doing on the right, and as it happened he

proved of great use to Colonel Smith,* whom he

assisted from the field after being wounded. The

French soldier was taught to consider the British

troops as the most undisciplined rabble in the

world, and he advanced confident of conquest

;

but this affair, and others which followed, made

* Lieut. -Colonel Smith, commanding the 20th, a native of Guernsey,
afterwards Colonel Sir (ioorge Smith, aide-de-eamij to the king, lie

died at Cadiz, in ltiU9, aud was a dibtiuguishcd utUccr.
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