
in about three-fourths of a mile a descent of ahout fifty-Uo
fc J

and Ibrming by the beautiful rapidn ii very important part of ij
grand and unparalleled curiotiiiies of this river.

TIIK RAPIU8.

Throe miles above the Fulb you see the white crested mM
(lushing, foaming, and tossing sometimes 20 and somctinui J
feet from the main current ; and iit the sumo time hear a k,

monotonous, tremendous roar; and as you approach niarcr I'w

a tremulous motion of the earth. The distiince at whiih
tk;

roar can be heard, varies with the state of the atmosphere, froj

three to twenty miles; and the mist, arising like curlinj{ siJ
and separating as it rises into masses of fantastic clouds, is s(^

at the distance of many miles around.

GOAT, OR IRIS ISLAND.

Goat Island is so called from the circumstance, that ikj

the year 1770 Mi. Steadman, rcsidin;,'- near the Falls, conim;

by some menus, to land a Ibw goatn ujion this island ; but i

more appropriate and adapted name is Iris island. It comni

CCS near the head of the rai)i(ls almost in the middle of th"ntd

and runs to the precipice ; and contains about soventy-fivc act

of rich and heavy timbered land.

Situated in the nudst of the rapids and surrounded by tliciuj

three sides, this island is one of tlie most briiutiful,fascinntiiio

romantic places in the world. Fanned by gentle breezes,
fi

ftom iiaaects, encircled by a neat gravel walk, and prescntinjtj

tho visiter a great variety of views of the Falls and rapid8,y

feels a reluctance on leaving it, and is wont to exclaim withEi]

in the language of Milton,

"Must I tliua leave llioc, Paradise ?

tlieau liappy vsalks and aliades,

Fit haunt of Gods?" fcc.

About two thirds of this island are still covered w ith tall \n

many of which are clothed with a magnificent drapery of ivvj

other creeping plants, and many have been killed by reasm^

the countless names that have been cut into their bark. W
earliest date of any name yet found is in the year 1769 ; bull

the rocks near the Falls on the American side, there are nai

chiseled out and dated 1711, 1726, 1745, &c. A number olhi

man skeletons have been dug up within a few years on Goatl

land, supposed to be the remains of Indians buried in a Ion

Ss^'tte;-*^^


