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P'rciich Folly.

imfnini s(nv«'nj;crs, nnri f|nitc ns snvn^c ciislotTis, l''iirtIuT, tlicy will flciiionslt.ilc

lliril nolliiii}' in Nulnrf is inlciid'''! lo l>(' wn'.lcfl, nn«l tlinl bci'lc-; llic vv.r.tc which
MM h ;il)ii,cs ()(;<ii',i<iii in the ;uli(lcs(ir henhh \\\v\ hfr—main sources of ihc lichcs

<if ;iny coininiinily -they Ici'l lo ;i prodijfimis wnsir of c h.-inj^iiig ni at tors, which
inifHil, u ilh |)r(;|icr ;)rc|i;ir;ili()i), ;iti'l iindcr •.cicnlilic dircclioii, he snfrly .'i|)|ili(.'cl I', the

iiiciciisi; III the rcrlilily of the ImihI. 'I'hus (they nrjnic) docs Niitnic ever avcn/^'o

in(i;i( lions o( Iier heneficent hiws, .-ind so surely fis M.in is delerniinc<l lo wnrp any
«i( h'l Ilh' ,sin|;s into curscK, sh;dl tiiey l»(M:oinc curses, and sh.'dl lie suffer heavily.

I'.nl, this is cant. fust as it is (ant of the worst description to say to the l.ondon

( 'oi poialioti, " flow (an you exhihil lo the j)eop|e so plain a spectacle of <lishonest

Cfpiivociition, as lo ehijm the rijdil of lioldin}.^ a niarkel in the midst of the ^reat,

city, for one of your vestcl privileges, when you l<now th.it when yf»ur lasl market

jioidinf^ charier was {.nanted to you by Kin.L,' (Charles the I'in.t, Snnthlield stood IN

'I'll!': SiMiiM<iiS OI'' London, and is in that very charier so descrilxvl in those five

words ?"-whieIi is certainly true, hut has notliinf^' to do with the f|uestion.

Now lo the comparison, in these particulars of civilisation, helwcen the capital of

I'a)|.dand, and the capital of thai fro|4-eatin|.j and wooden shoe wearinj.; C(nint:y,

which the illustrious ( onnnon ("onncilrnan so sarcastically settled,

In Paris, there is ncMlaltle Market. Cows and calves are soM within ihe city,

l)>il, the (altle Markets are at I'oissy, about thirteen miles u['i, on a line of railway;

and at Sccaux, about hve miles off. 'I'hc Poissy market is held every 'I nursday
;

theScoaux market, every Monday. In Paris, there; are no slaujditer houses, in our

acceplatio?) ol the term. 'J"!iere are five public Abattoirs -within (he walls, lhouj.d)

in the siduirbs- ;mil in these all Ihe slaupjiterinj^ (or IIk; city must be ])erformed.

They are mannj-ed by a Syndical or (luildof P.utchers, who colder wit h the Minister

of the Interior on all nintters alfstiiif^ Ihe trade, and who are (onsulted when any
new rei;ulalions are conlcinplated (rn- its j.;overnment. They are, likewise, under the

vifdlanf superintendence <>( the police. I'.very butcher must be licensed : which
proves him at once to be a slave, for we don't license butchers in I'.iifdand—we only

lic;'nse apothecaries, attorneys, ])osl-mnsters, pul)licans, hawkers, retailers of

tobacco, snuff", pepper, an<l vinet^'^r— and one or two other lillle liadrs, not worth

mentioninjj. I'.very arranjjenient in connexion with the slauj^hterin}.; and sale of

meat, ismalli'r of strict jiolice rejnilation. (Slnvery ai^aiii, thouf^h we certainlv

have aj^eiieial scut of Polict- Act iiere.)

Put, in order that the reader may understand what a .nonuinenl of folly these

fro^f-ealers have raised in their abattoirs and cattle-markets, and may compare il

with what common counsellini^ has done for us all these years, and would still do
but for the iimovaliiif; s[»iiil of the limes, here follows a short account of a reccnl

visit to these places :

Tt was as sharj) a F'ebruary morniiif; as you would desire to feel at your finders'

ends wiu'n I turned out— luinbliii}; over a chiffonier with his little basket and r.ike,

who was ))ickin}; u|) the bits of colored paper that had been swejit out, over-ni^ht,

from ;i. P>on- Hon sho[) to take the Putchers' 'I'rain to I'oissy. A cold, dim lij^ht

just touched the hitdi roofs of the Tuileries which have seen such chanj^es, such

distracted crowds, such riot ami bloodshed ; and they looked as calm, and as old,

all covered with while frost, as the very Pyramids. 'I'here was not li;.dit euou^^li,

yet, to strike upon the towers of Notre Dame across the water ; but J thought (jf the

dark i)avcment of the old ( alhedral as just be^^innin^' to be streal^cd with f^^rcy ;

and of the lam|)s in the "House of (jod," the 1 fospital close to it, burning low
and boiiif; rpienchcd ; and of the keeper of the Morinie Ljoiii!:,' about with a fading

lantern, busy in the arrangement of his terrible wa\wf)rk for another sunny day.

The sun was up, and shining merrily wlien the butchers and I announcing our


