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nate in debate upon the principle of the bill, or
to move any amendment to it. He admitted
that, when such things were done, they should
be done with a free hand. It was to the prin-
ciple of the bill, therefore, and not to the sum
proposed to be given by it, that he objected.”
The ardent Mr. Hayne, of South Carolina, re-
porter of the bill in the Senate, replied to the
objections, and first showed from history (not
from Lafayette, who would have nothing.to do
with the proposed grant), his advances, losses, and
sacrifices in our cause. He had expended for
the American service, in six years, from
1777 to 1783, the sum of 700,000 francs
($140,000 ), and under what circumstances?
—a foreigner,. owing us nothing, and throwing
his fortune into the scale with his life, to be la-
vished in our cause. * He left the enjoyments of
rank and fortune, and the endearments of his
family, to come and serve in our almost destitute
armies, and without pay. He equipped and
armed a regiment for our service, and freighted
a vessel to us, loaded with arms and munitions.
It was not until the year 1794, when almost
ruined by the French revolution, and by his ef-
forts in the cause of liberty, that he would re-
ceive the naked pay, without interest, of a gene-
ral officer for the time he had served with us.
He was entitled to land as one of the officers of
the Revolution, and 11,500 acres was granted to
him, to be located on any of the public lands of
the United States. His agent located 1000
acres adjoining the city of New Orleans; and
Congress afterwards, not being informed of the
location, granted the same ground to the city of
New Orleans. His location was valid, and he
was so informed ; but he refused to adhere to it,
saying that he would have no contest with any
portion of the American people, and ordered the
location to be removed ; which was done, and car-
ried upon ground of little value—thus giving
up what was then worth $50,000, and now
$500,000. These were his moneyed advhnccs;
losses, and sacrifices, great in themselves, and of
great value to our cause, but perhaps exceeded
by the moral effect of his example in joining us,
and his influence with the king and ministry,
which procured us the alliance of France.
The grants were voted with great unanimity,
and with the general concurrence of the Ameri-
canpeople. Mr. Jefferson was warmly for th(wn,

while the grants were depending (for the bill
was passed in the Christmas holidays, when I
had gone to Virginia, and took the opportunity
to call upon that great man), which showed
his regard for liberty abroad as well as at home,
and his far-seeing sagacity into future events.
He said there would be a change in France,
and Lafayette would be at the head of it, and
ought to be easy and independent in his circum-
stances, to be able to act efficiently in conducting
the movement. This he said to me on Christmas
day, 1824. Six years afterwards this view into
futurity was verified. The old Bourbons had to
retire: the Duke of Orleans, a brave general in
the republican armies, at the commencement of
the Revolution, was handed to the throne by La-
fayette, and became the “ citizen king, surround-
ed by republican institutions.” And in this
Lafayette was consistent and sincere. He was
a republican himself, but deemed a constitutional
monarchy the proper government for France, and
labored for that form in the person of Louis
XVI. as well as in that of Louis Philippe.

Loaded with honors, and with every feeling of
his heart gratified.in the noble reception he had
met in the country of his adoption, Lafayétte re-
turned to the country of his birth the following
summer, still as the guest of the United States,
and under its flag. He was carried back in a
national ship of war, the new frigate Brandy-
wine—a delicate compliment (in the name and
selection of the ship) from the new I;rvsidcnt,
Mr. Adams, Lafayette having wet with his blood
the sanguinary battle-field which takes its name
from the liftle stream which gave it first to the
field, and then to the frigate. Mr. Monroe, then
a subaltern in the service of the United States,
was wounded at the same time. How honorable
to themselves and to the American people, that
nearly fifty years afterwards, they should again
appear together, and in exalted station; one as
President, inviting the other to the great repub-
lic, and signing the acts which testified a na-
tion’s gratitude ; the other as a patriot hero,
tried in the revolutions of two countrieg, and re-
splendent in the glory of virtuous and consistent
fame.
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