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(Institute of Pacific Relations continusd)

Oe The Econnmic and Social An investigation into the acreage,
Effects of Dcvclopmcnt of present and prospective, of tropical

the Pacific Tropics os vegetable o0il crops such as cocorut

§E§rccg of Vegotable Oils: and palm, the trend of this form of
Definitior of Topice ~ tropical -agriculture in the Pacific

R8N T area, the changes that must result
from such trend in food prodiction, in shifts of population, in
world trade, in relations between the several Pacific countries and
in social and economic corditions generally in the Pacific area.

Purposo and Nced of the Oils for food and technological purpose
iawoetications. . o are producced more efficiently in warm than
in cool climates. For this reason the
Troplcs ~- and éspecially the Pacific Tropics =-- are becoming and
ar¢ destined to continue to becomz the world's actory for vegetable
oil. This is having and will continue to have a profound effect
uoon food preoduction and upon agriculture throughout the werld. It
will have a dctermining effeect tpon food prdduction and upon agri-
culture throughout the world. It ¥111 have a determining effect
upon animnl husbandry, for examplc, since this branch of agriculture
is an important source of fats with which vegetable cils compete
directly. Meny dislocations are rcsulting and many readjustments
will be necessary, To foresee these is of the utmost economic

and social importance.

The production of vegetable oils in the Pacific area has alrcady
profoundly affected social ang economic conditions in that area and
is bound to continue to do s0 in increasing degree. The effeet on
the international relationsof Facific countries has already been
great and is bound to continue. Tt 1is obvious therefore that to
forecast the relations mf the future onc must take into one's calcu-
lations the future of vegetable oil production and trade in the
Pacifdc. That trede is bound tn have a profeound influence upon
economic, social and political ennditions. HEowever, the vegetable
01l industry of the Pacific is nnt an entilty dn itsclfs XL ds -but
part of the world trade in fats and oils., It cannct be studied by
itself but must be viewed in thec light of conditions clsewherc.
Henece the project must take a somewhat generalized form.

Mcthod: A5y The collcetinr, collation and critical interpretation

o 3 of all statistical, economic and related material alrcady
available including a eritical study of the reports of plantation com~-
paries, of soil maps and surveys, ctce

2e When the above study has been completed it may prove
nceessary to visit some ~f the Pacific areas, though this should be
done enly after it has been found impossible ter secure the desired
data frem the respective grvernmments er from individuals situated in
the arcas concerning which infermation is needed.

Se Critical study of the consumption of the oils with




