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Hon. Sir JAMES LOUQHEED: Ais ho
ourable gentlemen will observe, the Coi
mons have amended their motion so se
permit of joint sittings of the two comm
tees. It is obvious that as between t]
two Houses this is the only way te detk
mine on the -character of the proposed ce]
bration. Assuming that honourable gent]
men are in accord with this move:

v That a message be sent to the House
Comnions informng that -body thet to t
resolution adopted by the Senate on Wédne
day, the seventh day of February, appola
a committee to consider and report upon t
Fiftieth Anniversary of Confédération, t
foilowlng words be added:

"And that the commnittée la hereby et
powered to. meet In joint sittingal wlth tV
like committee of the House of Comnmons."

Hon. Mr. BELCOURT: I have flot ti
slightest objection to this motion, but r
cently I- had cocasion to form a decidt
opinion against joint committees of ti
two Housea.

.Han. Sir JAMES LOU'GHEED. Thoti4
they sit at the saine time, they are not
joint committee.

.Hon. Mr. BELCOURT: It la a joint cor
Inittee in thaît eensé, jnst as was thbe cor
.mittee te whikoh 1 amn going to refér. Durir
our last sititing my honiourable friend rnov(
to have a committee appointed to-deal wil
the question of returned soldiers. I w 1as
member of that commite. I was advisE
by one of the clerks ofthe House of Cor
mons, and I imagine that other membeî
of the committee réceived a similar notic
that thé committee of the House of Con
mons would ait on a certain day, and thi
if the members of this House were so di,
posed they might corne and sit there alsi
I think that was about the meaning of i
I have not got the notice with me. I ai
not quite sure whether any Cher rnemb*
of this House attended on that day; 1 thin
I was alone. Possibly my honourable frien
from Moosejaw, (Hon. J. H. Ross) we
présent.

Hon. Mr. DANIEL: The honourablé seni
toi, frorn Montarville (Hon. Mr. Beaubien
was there.

Hon. Mr. BE LCOURT: I think I was tli
only anember of the coinmittee preser
when the meeting began. When'I got ther
I found that thé committée of thé Hous
of Commone had al-ready met, chosien il
chairman and appointed its clerk; thes
gentlemen too~k posson of the çhain
and told us that we anight sit anywhere w
chose and 6ould listen, and perhaps put

,. iew questionsa. I did nit like the proceed-
n- inge very mnuch, but as I was there 1
to thought I should sit it out. We were simply

-k considered At theutmost as an adjunet
lie to that commîttee.
Wr- An hion. BENATOR: On suiferance.
le-

e-Hon. Mr. BE£LCOURT: On suif erance.
Thé next dey* the chairman called mie tp

oforder becausé I was asking questions that
ho he thought 1 should not a9k, aud I was ask-
a- ed in more or les polite languiage to desist.
"w We were told, - Il you fellows only shut uphé

hwe 'will do 3ome busines'.~ that was the
effeot of it. I made up my mmnd that I

n- would Apt ait any longer on a committée
lie of that kind. The committee aftérwarde

sat in Montreal two days aud in Toronto
leone day, and I have juat received notice

e- that it is 'going to sit to-imorrow at hall
,d past two.
le I have flot f.prmed, a very 'favourable

opinion of joint committees of the two
ph Houses, and take this oppoitunity of draw-
a ing attention to the mariner in which these

joint cemmittees work. I have i; confi-
dence in comrnitteei of that 'sort bringing

a- forth anything very useful and think I owe
e-' ît to the Senate to cali its attention to the
19 way mlembers of this House have béen

tr-eated. I -do not know how my honouirable
hfriend from Moosejaw fee1l about it, but I

a thiink if he, or any other niainer of thei
ýd Housé lied been prsenit, they would ishare
a- ny view's.

s, Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: I think
>- there is a misiapprelhénsion in regard te
it the ruatter th which my honourable frién'd
s- quite properly directs thé attention. of the
). lieuse, although in pnie way rny honour-
t. able frieud is 'quite right. The Senate

ncoinriittee was neyer organized; the -Com-
Smons conmittee was organized and sat

k Bimply'as a Ceaimons comsnitteýe, appoint-
d ed its chairman and secretaries and wvhat.
Ls ever officere are necessary te perform thé

duties of the cornmitteé. Possibly te soins
extent thé fauît la my owu; but thé explana-

1-tien is that -on the last day of the aession,
ten minutes béfore we adjourned for thé
rnenbers te go te their homes, I was noti-

Le fiéd on behaîf of thé Qrrnrnons that a motion
it had been moved in thé Commons appoin.-
,e ing such a cornmittee, and it waa suggested
ýe that we should appoint a similar commit-
es te-not that it should hée a joint commit-
ýe tee. It was a inattér -for our own discre.
e, ti;cn toeappoint that committee, and we
* should have organized; but it was too late
a to do so, as the Sonate adjourned within


