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Division
Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Harding: —but there are one or two points that I
think the House should consider before we take the final
vote on this legislation which will sharply increase postal
rates in Canada. Just over two years ago we considered
legislation which increased the first-class postal rate
throughout the nation. After checking the mater:al given
us at that time one wonders how efficient is the adminis-
tration of the Post Office Department.

Before the adjustments of two years ago we had a
deficit of $28.1 million. Then came the measure which
was estimated to take $42.8 million out of the pockets of
Canadians in increasing the first-class mailing rates. This
was supposed to give us a profit for 1969-70 of $14.6
million. Now comes a bigger boost than ever in first-class
mail rates to gouge another $50 or $60 million out of the
Canadian public, making it pretty close to $100 million
in the last two or three years.

There are other examples in the bill, Mr. Speaker, but
I shall not deal with them now because we are consider-
ing first-class mail rates. It is crystal clear that we were
sold a bill of goods just over two years ago when these
rates were given to the House and we were told we
would go from a deficit position to one of pretty fair
profit. I think we should take a good look at the adminis-
tration of the Post Office Department before we agree to
any more increases, because if we follow the pattern of
the past we will be back here two years from now
jack ng up the rates to 10 cents or 12 cents a letter.

An hon. Member: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Is the House ready
for the question?

Some hon. Members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): The question is on
the amendment. All those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): All those opposed
will please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): In my opinion the
nays have it.

An hon. Member: On division.
And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laniel): Call in the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. McCleave)
which was negatived on the following division:

® (9:50 p.m.)
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