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corne. It lias indicated at ail times its desire
for a resumption of the dominion-provincial
conference to discuss this and other questions.

We have lost much valuable time in the asat
several years because of confusion 'between a
short-range and a long-range policy. What we
muet have at the present time is a policy that
will apply to, the present exnergent and critical
conditions, measures designed to cope effectively
with them, .united with long-range plans which
will have as their objective the clearing out of
slum areas and the correcting of substandard
housing conditions throughout Canada.

That cannot be done by any one jurisdiction,
whetlier federal, provincial or municipal; it will
require the best co-operative effort on the part
of ail. This government is sorely lacking ini
a sense of responsibility when it simply site
back and makes not the slightest effort to call
a conference for that purpose. Earlier in the
session, on Mardi 18, the Minister of Recon-
struction and Supply was asked whether any
steps had been taken to eall such a conference
and the answer given by the minister was,
"ýNo"ý.

Why lias there not been such a conference?
The municipalities have been asking for it;
the provinces have been asking for it, but
tlie dominion government sits with folded
hands and does nothing. The program, that
the Progressive Conservative party offered yes-
terday will alone bring about a solution of this
long-range problema as well as effectively
grapple with the immediate critical shortages.
That is embodied in the proposals which were
put before the house yesterday afternoon.

Mr. WARREN: Will the hon. member per-
mit a question?

M.r. FLEMING: I do not want to hear anay
more about the S45 house which the lion.
member built apparently on the eve of an
election.

Mr. WARREN: May I ask a question?

Some lion. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the lion. member lias
not the permission of the lion. member who
has the floor to ask a question lie must
resumne lis seat.

Mr. FLEMING: The trouble witli many of
tlie proposaIs whicli have been put forward
in the liouse, many of tliem i good faith,
froma other parties on this side of the bouse is
that they have been mucli too general. Tliey
have not clcarly outlined the purpose or the
extent of the proposals. Tliere lias been no
concrete plan offered, and tlierefore those who
would want to know the implications of any
proposaI find that they cannot possibly accept

these proposals when they are so vague and
general. Tliey are too v'ast to be accepted in
a debate of tliis kind.

The situation, tlien, is that this government
will receive at the willing hands of this parlia-
ment whatever it requires in the way of powers
to meet the situation, but the house will want
something froma this government that lias flot
as yet been evident. Tlie house will want
evidence of a willing determination ta grapple
witli this problema and ta accept the full
responsibilities tliat attach to it. The house
will want, the goveSrment to get on with the
job, botli of fulfilling its promises and meas-
uring up to tlie commitmnents it made in the
election campaign of 1945.

Tlie liouse divided on the amendment (Mr.
Nicholson), whicli was negatived on the fol-
lowing division:
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