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The Budget-Mr. Hammeli

Mr. W. J. HAMMELL (Muskoka): Mr.
Speaker, in rising to participate ini this debate,
my purpose is nlot to dwell on any particular
phase forming the subject matter of the fin-
anciai1 statement or of the budget resolutions so
ably presented to'this chamber by the Acting
Minister of Finance (Mr. Rdbb). I propose
to again leave the beaten trail, as I did in
similar circumstances last year, and crave the
indulgence of hon. members for a short dis-
cussion of one of the most important branches
of our national trade, and one which, un-
fortunately, bas been far too long neglected.
I refer, Mr. Speaker, to that great source of
actual and potential revenue, the tourist trade.
The purpose of my remarks is primarily ta,
bring to the attention of the government and
more particularly to the attention of the hon.,
Minister of the Interior (Mr. Stewart) the
urgent necessity and the beneficent effeets to
be derived from a government policy which
would make for the proper exploitation of one
of tlie greatest of our natural resources. In
fact, the great value of the invisible exports te
be credited to our tourist trade can be classed
at the head of the list when we consider our
national business from the viewpoint of desir-
ability. Yet this important factor bas grown
in spite of nearly absolute neglect. I pro-
pose to show some of the important reasons
Why it is most desirable that our federal gov-
ernment should take immediate steps to seG
in motion the necessary machinery to system-
atize and develop this great national asset.

On the 7th of May last year, during the
budget debate, I endeavoured to show with
reliable figures and carefully prepared esti-
mates the undoubted value to the nation of
the touriet traffic. I may be permitted to
quote one or two passages from those re-
marks. In giving a comparative table of
amounts derived from wealth-producing in-
dustries I said, as reported at page 1857 of
Ilansard for 1924:

Taking only those industries which are absolutely
basic we get this amazing comparison. The figures
are for the year 1923, and are as follows:

Agriculture and agricultural produea $407,760,000
Wood and wood producta........228,758,200
Tourist travel, estimated.. ........ 136,000,000
.Animale and animal products......135000,000
Minereis and minerai producte......123:142:053

la it flot amazing te fied this item of production
to which we have paid so little attention with a
value bigher than that of our animal and animal
products or than the wealth produced by our mines?

And again on page 1859 of Hansard, 1924, 1
read:

'Iurning for a minute to the automobile traffie over
our bordera, we find still more axnazmng resuits. In
the year 1923 the Customs department recorded entries
of 1,938,598 cars. A large number of this total of

cars stayed ini Canada for a period of twenty-four
hours or lees; on the other *hand, more thon 200,000
stayed for a pei-iod raeging from two days ta oee
month, and some 3,000 cars etayed fromn oe ta six
montbs. Even taking a moat conservative stimate
ef three passengers per car, and an aerage expeedi-
ture of only $20 par car, we cobtain a total expendi-
ture from this sourcealone of 840,000,000. And when
wa consider the coat of maintenance and upkeep,
gasoline, oil, and se forth, for the car and the food
and lodginga for the passengers, without even in-
eluding the large auras spent for souvenirs, enter-
taiements and so forth, we readily realize that thie
la a moat conservative total.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it la pleasant to realize
that greater interest in the tourist trade is
being taken througbout the country, and
since the publicity given to my speech of last
session I have received hundreds of lettersq
and newspaper clippings lrom ail parts of
Canada. The press have taken up the battle
cry and are spreading the good news. Auto-
mobile clubs, good roads associations, and
many other organizations are lending their
efforts to the development of the touriet
traffi aud iuLerest is constantly increasing.
Letters have corne to me from ail points in
Canada and many parts of the United States
on this subjeot. I have here one letter from
Halifax and another from Vancouver which
I desire to read. The first is from Mr. E. G.
Stairs, of Halifax, and reads as follows:

My Dear Siri-As one who heu made a personal
atudy of the tourist trade and its possibilities by my
own trayaIs and investigations acrosa Canada from
Halifax, my home bere, may I ask you for a copy
of Hansard with youx May 7, touriat speech.

Many thanka,
E. G. STAses,

Halifax.

The other is from Mr. J. R. Davison, Man-
ager of the Vancouver Publicity Bureau, and
reads as follows:

Dear Sir-In a Toronto paper of lest aummer I
noce a report of a speech made hy you je the Houe
of Comînons lest ycar in regard ta the value et the
tounist traffic.

This bas a very great deal of excellent information
in it and ail your pointa are, 1 tbiek, well taken.
Among other thmngs I note that you pointed eut that
the tourist traval is of value to the farmers. I amn
afraid as yet maey of themn do not realize this but
it je a fact that the producta of the ferrm form a
great part of what tourista buy when with us. To
make this point clearer eurt here we atrcssed it et our
annuel meeting in 1923. 1 amn sending you a copy of
the menu which will explain itself.

You may ha intereeted in looking over a.plan we
have euggested for the Dominion government. This
has already been endorsed by the chief publicity
organizatione weat of Quebee, and bas received very
general editorial support aise. We are hopeful that
the goverement will follow our suggestion, sud put iu
operation soima comprebacasive plan for increauing the
revenue trom. this very valuahas trafico.

This year bas been the moat profitable we bave
ever bad, and wc believe that a campaige such as
we suggest will bring a great deal of business ta aIl
parts of the country.


