
JUNE 10, 1925
Supply-Interior

and suspend for another year the royalties
on the s*lver-lead output. I suppose no onein
;i public office escapes bombardment by people
who for partisan reasons desire Vo see changes
made 1 arn bound to say that, so far as I
can ascertain, the administration of the Yukon
has been very well carried on. If I have
made a mistake of policy in bringing Mr.
Mackenzie out of the Yukon, I V5hink my
lion. friend wiil agree witb me that as go¶d
commissioner he rendered very efficient and
Fttithful service, and it seems to me he is
entitied _ Vo some consideration theref or.
Despite ail my hon. friend bas said, I cani-
net help but think tbat Mr. Mackenzie is
admirab]y fltted for the job that we want him
te do. There is no ,elaborate expedition
pl-inned, I do noV know where the articles
referred Vo came from, particularly the one
n the Gazette. We are noV planning any-
thing different from. wbat we have planned
in other years. Mr. Henderson succeeded
Mr. Craipe wbo cannet any longer go with
these expeditions. He is a very admirable
officer and knows the country tboroughly, as
does Mr. Finnie, who is sitting bere and is
qdministrator of the Northwest Territories.
S hould axty dispute arise as Vo our rigbt to
the possession o! that territory, I tbink the
hon, gentleman opposite would be the first
to rise in bis place and criticize the goverfi-
ment. I amn trying Vo avoid sucb a con-
tinizency. To make frank statements with
respect to wbat we bave in mind at the
moment .perbaps would noV be wise, because
what we sîiy bere is flasbed aill over the world.
We are quietly and unassumingly trying Vo
maintiin our right in the Verritory. Tbey may
not be valuable, but I tbink tbey are, and I
believe the future wiill prove tbe correctniess
of my view. I frankly confess that our first
cr'nsideration in organizing the expedition is
the native population. I do noV agree witb
mv bon. friend that we sbould leave tbemn to
tbeir own devices. Tbat miglit lie ail rigbt
bult for tbe feet that fur traders are corning
in fromn the United States and from Denmark
and Sweden, and we must protect the native
population.

Mr. ROSS (Kingston) : I do nlot know Mr
MRcken-zie. but I hope he will appreciate the
wenerous action of the minister in witbdraw-
nm, himn from the Yukon for service in the
Arctic rer-ions. If that is a re'ward for good
in'rvice. 1 would pray Vo lie delivered from
4nich a gift. The study of the Eskimos bam
heen t9ken. up by very few people, and I do
not think that because a man bas seen service
in tbe Yukon bie iF apt Vo lie fitted for this
important task, wbicb requires a great deal of

tact and souad judgment. The Eskimos -have
theïr own peculiar laws, and it would be very
difficuit for us to interfère with tbem. For
instance, the minister says there are rumours
that ithe Eskimos are suffering from, famine.
Well, part of the daiiy bousehold work of the
Eskimo wom-an is devo'ted to ebewing ber
husband*s sbo-es to keep them soict, and 4f an
inexperiened mian f'ound theoe women so em-
ployed, he would be quite mistaken if hie
rusheid Vo the conclusion that there was a
scarcity of food. It would also be very diffi-
culit for us to interfere with the marriage cus-
toms of these peoiple. They h.ave always prac.
tised polygamy, and very often they trade
their wiives. An inexperienced administratoi
would find. hi.metf in trouble if he said Vo
those people, "You must discontinue this eus-
tom." However strange the custom may seem
to us, naturally the Eskimo tbinks ut is al
right, and very often lie returns Voe his first
,rife if lie is left alone. Tiven too, the Eskieno
is superstitious; he believes in certain spirite
and is convinfced, thst lie Who dies a violent
death go-es at once to the higbest regions of
blies. Tihis leads Vio their disposing of one
another in a way that we would regard es
murdea', but they look upon it as -the sbhortcut
Vo their vaihalla. Their customs are aIea
peculiar w.itb respect Vo their old people, and
in thîs they are not very far behind what the
Greeks practiscd in rtheir pailmiest days. The
Eskimo believes in enioying the -preýseiit Vo the
full, and bie gorges himself ait every meal.
Coneequenttly, when Vbey camne to a. tie of
want and famine they move out te find food
and they leave the old people and -the eiek
bebiýnd to die. They believe that is a thor-
ougMly proper custom, and it would be diffi-
cui1t for any inexperienced sdministrator Vo
go up to -that -country and tell the people thaît
they must take care of the aged and the siei
and ahide by our laws. The mnister is doing
a veiry dangerous thing in sending an inex-
peiienced administrator axnong -these people,
anvd be will find hiasif somne day minus a
very good gold commissioner in the Yukon
but with a very poor administWator or i-
vest.igator o! the customs of the Eskimo.

,Mr. GARLAND (Blow River): In 1921-22
the amount of this vote was $208,170; to-day
it is well over $352,000. What is the cbief
reason for the inicrease?

Mir. STEWART (Argenteuil): In 1921-22
thre sending of a summer expedition Vo the
north had been discontinùed, and -that accounite
for a fairly gaod portion o! our present ex-
penditure. Sinie then we have estabiished
five or six new police poste througbout that
north country, and al4ihoùgh that does noV


