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of newspaper assertions directly attacking i
.an aflidavit has Leen filed in the Saskatche-

the honopr of a fellow-member and his fit-
pess to sit in this House. I understood you

to rule, Sir, and your ruling was certainly .

in consonance with all the rulings I have

ever heard in this House—and I have sat-

here more years than the leader of the Op-
position. or his first lieutenant, who spoke
of their long experience in the House.
Your ruiing was, that any such statements
attackiug the honour of a fellow-memwmber,
should he made as a question of privilege
to secure an investigation into these state-
mwents, and that notice of  such motion
should te given to the House and to the
member concerned.
any room for dispute as to the correctness
of that ruling. That has Dbeen always the

Sir, .

Mr. DAVIN. No, Mr. Speaker. Now, Sir,
wan by two respectable citizens, W. R. Fish
and S. J. Donaldson, and that atlidavit is
as follows :—

In the matter of the petition lodged by Jno. R.
McPhail against the election of Thos. O. Davis
as mwember of the House of Commons for the dis-
trict of Suskatchewan, and the agreement enter-
ed into between Jno. R. McPhail and Thos. O.
Lavis, M.P., and the Dominion Government,
which caused further proceedings before the
courts to cease, we, W. R. Fish and 8. J. Don-

. aldson, of the town of Prince Albert, in the judi-

cial district of Saskatchewan, do solemnly de-

" clare, that on or about the 18th day of March,

I do not think there is.

A.D. 1897, we called upon J. R. MePhail at his
office in the town of Prince Albert, and were

: shown by him a document, which he informed

practice of this House. We all know, that!

the quotation of newspaper gossip at great
lengih, attacking an individual member's

character, has never been allowed in this -
Houxe, unless it were to be followed up by .
a motion for inquiry, and that it never has .

been allowed without notice to the House
aml to the member attacked. The attempt
to make it appear as a kindness to the Gov-

rnument, S affect the point of order. . : . : .
g‘ho*e llt;m(]l()?el?t(;zu:g:’twfloe 1; ave Se enl dis- i expenses incurred in connection with the protest.

cussing the point of order have been taking : ger Selkirk Stewart, Jus. Macarthur and Jno. R.

advantage of it to make speeches against |

the Government on general questions, and I

do not propose to follow them in that re-!

spect, nor even to defend the Government.
I will furiher call attention to the prece-
dent quoted by my hon. friend from Assini-
boia (Mr. Davin).
had been brought up. on
adjournment, on the

a motion

conduct of certain |

He said. that a debaie:
of

Dominion officials and the general poliey;
‘ Jas. Macarthur as witness.

of the Government, and so on. Those

were certainly matters which

affect the persenal character or standing
of any member in this House. There is a
vast difference between the cases. I am
sure. Sir. that the House will agree with

me, that when we talk of the privileges

this House !
had a right to inguire into, and they did not:

of Parliament, the privileges of each indi-;

vidual member constitute the privileges of
Parlianment.

This is not a question especi-:
ally concerning either the Government or:

the Opposition. No individual member who:

respects himself should allow these vague
and unfounded attacks—as we must pre-
sume them to bt until they are proven—
until some member takes the responsibility
of making them. No individual member
who respects himself can allow this kind
of discussion to go on, without protesting,
and without, Mr. Speaker, sustaining you
heartily in the ruling you have made.

Mr. DAVIN. 1 apprehend that now I can
go on, and for the behoof of the Govern-
ment. proceed to call attention to the state
of things in the Saskatchewan.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 understand the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Davin) is not going on with
the personal charge.
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us was an agreement between Thos, O. Davis,
M.P., Juo. R. McPhail and the Governmeut of
Hon. Wilfrid Laurier; that we were permitied by
Mr. MclP’hail to read the document ; that we did
read it, and noted very carefully its provisions,
which were as follows :—

{1.) That the Dominion Government accopts
Jno. R. McPhail as Government candidate at the
next general election.

(2.) That Thos. O. Davis, M.P., agrees and pro-
mises to pay to Jno. R. McPhail the amount of

{3.) That Wm. Knox Graham Ncilson, Alexan-

McPrail are hereby constituted an advisory
committee to act with Thomas O. Davis, M.P., in
all matters pertaining to the representation of
Saskatchewan in the IHouse of Commons and
with the Dominion Government.

(4.) That no appointments to offices, &c., &c.,
are to be made by the Dominion Government, un-
less sanctioned and recommended by at least four
members of the above committee.

That the signature of Jno. R. McPhail and
Thos. 0. Davis to this document were attested by

That the Dominion Government and Thos. O.
Davis, M.P., agree to conform to above condi-
tions, provided Jno. R. McPhail does not proceed
with the protest against the election of Thos. O.
Davis, M.P.

And we make this solemn declaration consci-
entivusly believing it to be true. and knowing
that it is of the same force and effect as if made
under eath and by virtue of * The Canada Evi-

dence Act, 1893.”
W. R. FISH.

S. J. DONALDSON.

Declared before me at Prince Albert, in the
North-west Territories, this seccond day of April,
A.D. 1897,

A. MceNABB, J.P.

The paper says:

As the “ Times' anticipated and predicted
would be the case, the “ Advocate **——

That is, the organ of the Liberal party
there—

—made an effort to overcome the bad effects pro-
duced by the publication of the details of the now
notorious McPhail-Davis-Laurier Government
protest settlement. The intent to deceive its
readers into the belief that no agreement exists
or was enterad into, was a most absurd one. The
‘“ Advocate's '’ article, entitled * The *Times’’
Fake,” was no reply at all to the straight, plain

jand truthful statements made by the ‘‘ Times”
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