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eurrel. can give iifor-mation on the subject, I shall
take pleasur ln asking my olleagues to allow mle
to put a sum'îî iii the Estimuates ii order to recomi -

pense that man. I will see that this 1$ lnot the last
of it. ani i will lbring the papers down at once and
mllake the furtletr viienuiry I have mentioned.

Motionî agreed toi.

E:TTILIlls ON YANCOUVER ISLAND RAIL-
WAV RIE:ERVE.

Mr. LA:RIER moved for:
C"pies o'f :ll repoÙrts by any ifficer tif the De irtnent of

the Inri r. 'n thei eîn)t:lints otfettlere iii t lue )istricts
-Crai:iserry, Cedar. Wel linîgton. Nanoose unm Nannim int',

Britisi Col.uibinî. iii reterence to their caims on lands
coiprised in; ftih Il nd Railway Rteserve.
ie sail : 'l'lhe inister of the Interior will pr obably
r-ieember thlaIist year 1 brouight to thle notice of
the H-o11 use the cfpilllaiits of certaim settlers iii the
section of ountry referred to l this motion, wlho
compniiied «if a very serious grievanee. That
<rievmîee uwas iliat they Intel settled ini rood faitlh

upon lands which afterwards were reserved for ithe
1-ailw;V from'n f sg1 îîiîait. to Nanaimno. andi that.
therefire. thev wei c entitlel tio all the beneits
acerning to settlers. anid that their patents shoull
ceonîvev to them, not omnly the surface, but the
minerals as well---lprapts iti the precious metals.
whieb arile oriinari rsered to tle Crown. but
le ordinari mîinerais. But the ptecits conveved

to them onilv the su:1rface. When I broughlt .the
umatter to. the attelition( )f thei linister of the
Iiterior ltst yearl. hei pi>i<>uisedl thalt ait an earlv daîv
inl the reoess ie woul cause an oflicer of his diepart -

ment t' fgo to the isl anudt inivestigate the claines
of the settlers. This is wlat lie saiti

A n officer of the lepartmient vill be senit at au carlv
tav te.) iivet at the alleged grievance., witli the view
tif teerr;ining the riglhts of the suati-tters uider the said
Act. n111(d the patent if the coiilpainy."

Mly preent ohjeet i3 to ascertainl. tir-st, whethier
the promnise then umade y ithe .Minister of the li-
terior lias heen redeeicme wlether an oficer lias
bieen sent over there, and, if so. to have a copy of
his report laid on tlhe Table of the House.

1r. l>EW IN EV. I recolleet verv well the
hImn. the leader of the Opposition brinîginîg this
matter to the notice of the House last sessioni. and
alsoi the proifse wehi I madti thait soIef leivans
w-ou'ld le takcen during recess to enquire inito the
rievances comaiui>ied if. Tlie li.bîn. iember states

that tlhe settlers on what was known as the Rail-
way [belt on the Nantaimuîo and Esquinalt Railway,
or a muiinber of themîî, appeared to have liai grie'v-
alces. aidl theîre are two or t.hree classes of tlose
gririevanice.s t lepeidinîg upon the different timtes
wlien thev settled vitlhin that reservatiou. Im-
nediatelv after the close of the session I brouglit
the iatter hefore my coleagues, ani it w-as pro-
posel to seni out Nlr. Birgess, who is acq1uaintti
with ail the cireimnstances of the case, aud to join
with i iii Mr. Aikian, who, up to a haite period, liad
been olne of our Dominion Land Commuiissiouners. but
wlho liai left anl was thiien practising as a barrister
with lis partuer iii the city of Victoria. Mr.
Plu-gess left ou that mission, b>ut before lie reached
Viiiini peg we received information that Mr. Aikmnan
was not available foi- the pui-pose. I was tien
about leav-ing myself on an official visit to .British
Columbia, and I deteriined. wlhen there, to iake
enquiries into the circumistances yself, so far as I

Mr. D)EWDNEY.

w s-able. On my arrival in Victoria. I fouind that
O'ne of these cases wiich were muenitiined lbv the
hon. gentleman. w-as elî.fore the court in Victoria,
andi I thouihit it iunadvisable at that time either to
make an investigation miyself or to have onei made
through another party.

Mr. LAURIER. Is that the case of Heoggai?
Nir. DEWDNEY. Yes. It was suilbseiuently.

I tlinîk, taken to the Court of Appeal, and the
judgmuent. whatever it w-as, of the fi-st court wa-s
sustainel. and, I think, to-diay it lias beenî argued
before the Supreme Court here. Those are the cir-
C'nistances withi regard to the in vestigation which
-I have mentioned. and the case remainis pi-acticallv
:1as it was before ilhe lion. mnelber moved in the
imHouse last vear in reference to it. The case. I
thiik, iui-.olve.s q uestions of an in 'tricate character,
and. when -we get a decisin> froin the Supreme
Court. we shall'be fai better able to come to a
decisioii as to what action w-e shall take iii the

\l-. LAURIER. It seens to nie that the answers
given by the Minister of the Iiterior are not at ail
satisfactory. A soleini promise had been made to
the Houe thiat tht-se -cases would be iiv-stigated.
,lI'hevi were not inivest igatedl an what is the -eason ?
lhIe reason giveni. is that lititration is going on
Letweenu twi-o parties. I knowe somethiug of the
caîse to whicli the hon. gentleman refers, though I
t.ti not n-etend to he guite famniliar with it. If my
information is -orrect, and I believe it to he correct.
this case of Heoggan dloes nîot turn at all upon the
: rievances of the setters. It is a case hetween
settler aud settler, uot a case aerismgiiî out of coi-
; paints made by othler settlers : tliat is to say,
it us not an endeavour to ohtain frim the
(rown the miinerals to which they believe
they' are entitled y their patents, but it is
i a case be.tween one settler antl anotlier' settler- as
to the ownership of a piece of land which is in
dispute bet.ween the two. So that, if my informa-
tion is correct, the hon. gentleman is altogether
ilmisiiformli ed; as to the nature of the case. and his
iinformaiitiImn would certaiilv lead to what will be a
ienial of justice to these mien. It. matters little,
howevr, whethei the case of Heoat.tn turned upon
the question at issue niow or not. A promise hais
heei imade to the sttlers who have been, as I am
told. year afte- year seeking to btain froui the

- (oveimunenat a decisiotn as to what their rights
were uli-er their patents. Certain-, whatever
their position nay be. tuie answer we have froi the
Governumn is simply thlat they do not know
whether, iii the o)inion of the Departieit of
.Justice. tliese meu are- enititled to the minerais or
not. 'Ihis questi.n shoild have been iiîvestigaLted.
Now, wiatis the coisequenîce of delay • Another
veau- muiist elapse before these men îwiil know% wlere
they stand. I a n ot convers-ant myself witl the
iatter, but. judging froi the answer of the

nister, it seems to me, tuner the circumnstances,
that it will amouint. to au absolute denial of justice
on the part o(f theC overnent.

Mr. UEWUNEY. Ail thuat I can say is that I
actei un accordance witlh ny own judgient at
th at tiie. and i thouglit. I was acting in the inter-
est of the settlers when I refused to naike an
inîvestirationi which iniglit prejudice their case be-
foi-e the coturts.
jMotionî agreced to..
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