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occasion it has been found that that the greater number of Official Arbitrators, and the Arbitrator declared that in equity
these Arbitrators do not understand a bingle word of French, the Government were bound to pay, but that in law they
and are called upon to hold investigations in cases where were not, because the metallic scretn covering the chimney
the witnesses who are summoned and the parties themselves of the locomotive was in perfect good order. The member
do not understand English. This has given rise to great for the county, or somebody elso, for ail I know, at all
inconveiences; interpreters are needed to translate to the events, somebody having more influence than I have, ap-
witnesses the questions put by the Arbitrators, and to trans- ýproached the Covernment and obtained from them tho
late also the answers given by the witnesses; this doubles decision that this cause on which an Arbitrator had made a
the cost and the length of the inquests. rt seems to me report should be referred to the whole body of Arbitrators.
that from a purely economical point ôfView, and also to do The Court of A rbitrators, with a full attendance, decided that
justice to the population of a whole Province, the Govern- this individual, not only in equity, but also in justice, had a
ment ought to require that th9se officials should speak, or right to be paid, and ho was paid. The case to which
at least understand French. I think thst the Government I now refer is that of Mr. Fraser. Another individual
ought to require this knowledge in this branèh of the Ser- has also been paid under the same cirounmstances.
vice as well as in the others; for at thwpresent time, with Well, Mr. Spenkcr, I had the honour, to day, of putting a
Confederation as it is now constituted; ith the exigencies question to the Governmont on this subject, and I was told
of Civil Service, a perfect knowledge of theèEnglish language that the two men were not at ail in the same circumstances.
is required from an employé, who wishes to obtain a I know very well that they are not in the same circum-
position here at Ottawa and stifl in several places on stances, for one of them bas been paid and the other bas
lines of railway, on the intercolonial Railway, and in the not; but when they are both paid they will be on the same
organization of the office which is now contemplated, persons footing, and it is for that reason I ask the Government to
who do not know a single word of French, who do not even pay this man. If the Government allow themselves the
understand it, are appointed, and our countrymen are sport of burning down a man's buildings, let them
obliged to appear before these courts. It is easy to under- bear the consequences, and let them make good the
stand, Mr. Speaker, in what a disagreeable and inferior losses of which they have been the cause. I think
position we are placed in that respect. I call the attention that if the case was referred to tho whole Board of A.rbi-
of the Government on this point, and I do hope that they trators, as the Pictou case has been, the result would be
will remedy the evil whith I have pointed out. Again, the same as that which took place in the case of Mr.
very recently, at a sitting of this court, the President or one Fraser, and that justice, which has not been refused to a
of the Arbitrators has had the'impudence to tell one of the person who does not belong to onr nationality, will not be
lawyers that if he did not know how to plead in English refused to a person who speaks our language.
ho had no business to plesd before the Board, and that-was Sir HECTOR LANGET IN. (Translation.) Mr. Speal:er,

aaid in the city of Quebec, i the capital of the Province cf [ar afraid my hon. friend made a mistake or misunder-Quebe. I think the least that can be required of tLese stood the quue ion which is now before the House, becauseofficials,jis that, if they do not understand French, at least the last part of his sp'c"h has roference to a matter alto-they should have sonme idea of good breedng; and that in a eh
country likiqurs, they abould refrain from putting on th gether'different.
overbearing airs ofa eonggeror: they will not pass in our Mr. LANDRY. It bas reference to the Arbitrators.
time. I take this opportuxity to cali the attention of the Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation.) I am afraid
Government to a cgse whieh came before the Dominion my hon. friend has forgotten the facts which took place
Arbitrators, and for which I have, for the last two or three during the interval which elapsed botween the time when
years,used my best endeavours,but without success,although his question was put and the time when the prosent motion
the cause is perfectly just, The Government owns a rail- was made. At al] events, I did not wish te interrupt him,
way-which is called the intercolonial Railway. Ono day, a because [ thought th j occasion was favourable for him to
locomotive which had loft: River du Loup 'for Quebec, set press the claims of the individual whose name he has men-
fire to a building belonging to one of the electors of my tioned in this Hous.e; but ho will have to excuse me if I am
conpty. Thebuilding beiDgg burmed down, the proprietor not able to answer him as the hon. Minister of Railways,
naturally asks the Government te.make good his loss. The whom it concerns specially, would do. f shall speak to
Government sends an Arbitrator; the Arbitrator hears him on this question, and I am convinced that if thero is
evidence, finds that the fire was set to the building by One any poss4ibility of doing whit the hon. member asks, the
of the engines belonging to the Government, finds that the hon. Minister of Railwavs wili certainly do it. As to the
plainitif laimis net tee high, and comestotibe conciuiou arbitraLor to wlhom ho has referred, there is no doubt it
that in quity the Government is bound to refund to this would be desirable that ail of thom sbould understand both
man the myney which hebas lodt by tlieife. .But it seems languages. It would be desirable that ail public officials in
that *hen:the engine left Rver du Loup for qtebec, the the Civil Service should unders!and and even speak both
metàlHtic ereen placed on top ofthe chiminy of the loco- languages. But the hon. member knows that it is an
motive, and hdJh is destihed to prevent *h sparks from impossibitity, under the present cireumstances. In the
flying out, wasuin good order. 'Now,;tlie Govern me-t have Province of Quebec it is altogether different; nealy
refukd on that grounid' te give thisman the amount of ail of those who speak the English language, at
IOPeneto whieh lie his erftitledfor the dnage they have least most of our educated men, know French as well,

caueed to-him. Well, I faili'o see by 4irtue éf what law a and can understand and speak it; but, unfortunately, it is
Govertonet is not bound to make good thedamage caused not so in other Provinces, although there are very remark.
by them. I fail to see by virtueef what-laW, sitbor natural or able exceptions in that respect. As to the facts concerning
positive, the Government is eempi ftotipying the amount the St. Charles Branch Railw ay, I do not think that those
of the damage they havecaused to a ýparty by setting lire who appeared before the Arbitrators have had any reason to
to his building. The position taken by•theGovernment in complain a groat dea, for I think that, taking it all in ail,
the present case is very strange, inasmaueh s-we now bave their cause has been well pleade 1, 4ince the amount which
two precedents. In the connty of Pictou, two individuals bas been grated bv the arbitrators has been quite large, and
wero in the same position; their fenees-nOt their barns-. must have satiified most of thoïe who bad reason to com-
but their fences and a few cords of wood were burned down plain, and who ha i submitted thoir cause ta them. The
by one of the locomotives of the nterooouial;Railway. In hou. member has spoken, I believe, of the President of ;the
theatcsa c * thethe her, twind of iqueat was hold by Arbitrators who, it is saidforgot himWsef in roference to au


