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occasion it has been found that that the greater number of
these Arbitrators do not understand a single word of French,
and are called upon to hold investigations in cases where
the witnesses who are summoned and the parties themselves
do not understand English. This has given rise to great
inconveniences; interpreters are needed to translate to the
witnesses the questions put by the Arbitrators, and to trans-
late also the answers given
the cost and the length of the mquests,” ¥t seems to me
that from & purely economical point of view, and aleo to do
justice to the population of & whole Province, the Govern-
ment ought to require that those officials should speak, or

at least understand French. T think that the ‘Government

ought to require this knowledge in this branch of the Ser-
vice a8 well as in the others; for ‘at the present time, with
Confederation as it is now constituted, with the exigencies
of Civil Service, a perfect knowledge of the English language
is required from an employé, who wishes to obtain a
position here at Ottawa, and still in several places on
lines of railway, on the Intercolonial Railway, and in the
organization of the office which is now contem plated, persons
who do not know a single word of French, who do not even
understand it, are appointed, and our countrymen are
obliged to appear before these courts. It is easy to under-
stard, Mr. Speaker, in what a disagreeable and inferior
position we are placed in that respect. I call the attention
of the Government on this point, and T do hope that they
will remedy the evil which I have pointed out. Again,
very recently, at a sitting of this court, the President or one
of the Arbitrators has had the'impudence to tell one of the
lawyers that if he did not know how to plead in English

he had no business to plesd before the Board, and that-was’

said in the city of Quebec, in the capital of the Province of
Quebec. I think the least that can be required of these
officials, is that, if they do not understand French, at least
they should have some idea of good breeding ; and that in a
country like,ours, they should refrain from putting on the
overbearing.airs of & congueror: they will not pass in our
time. I take this opportunity to call the attention of the
Government to a case which came before the Dominion
Arbitrators, atd for which I have, for the last two or three
years,used my best endeavours, but without success, although
the cause is perfectly just, The Government owns a rail-
way -which is called the Intercolonial Railway. One day, a
lecomotive which had left River du Loup ‘for Quebec, set
fire to a building belonging to one of the electors of my
conpty. The building being burned .down, the proprietor
natarally asks the Government to.make gaod his loss. The
Government sends an Arbitrator; the Arbitrator hears
evidence, finds that the fire was set to the building by one
of the engines belonging to the Government, finds that the
plaintifi’s.claim. is not too Kigh, and comes to the conciusiou
that in equity the Government is bound to refund to this
man the money which he has'lest by this fire, ‘But it seems
that when the engine left River du Loup ‘for Quebec, the
metdllc sereené;ﬁlcea on’top of ‘the chimmey of the:loco-

motive, and whij¢h is destined to prevent she sparks from

ﬂyi";%dont, was in good order. "Wow, thie Government have
refused .on that ground to give t¥is.man the amount of
meney'to which he his erftitled for the damage ‘they have
caused to-him. ‘Well, I fail'to see by virtue of what law &
Government is not bound to make geod: the damage cansed
by them. 1 fail to see by virtueef what-law, either natural or
Ppositive, the Government is exempt frori 'psying the amount
of ‘the damage they have caused to & purty by setting fire

to his building. The position taken by the Government in’

the present case is very strange, inastaeh 88 we now bave
two precedents. In the county of Pictou, two individuals
werc in the same position; their fences—muot their barns—
bat their fonces and a few cords of wood were burned down
by one of the lucomotives of the Intercolouial Railway. In
that.case, s in ‘the ether, s kiad of inguest was held: by

l& the witnesses; this doubles

Official Arbitrators, and the Arbitrator declared that in equity
the Government were bound to pay, but that in law they
were not, because the metallic screcn covering the chimney
of the locomotive was in perfect good order. The member
for the county, or somebody else, for all 1 know, at all
events, somebody having more influence than I have, ap-
‘proached the Goveroment and obtained from them tho
decision that this cause on which an Arbitrator bad made a
report should be referred to the whole body of Arbitrators.
TFhe Court of Arbitrators, with a full attendance, decided that
this irdividual, not only in equity, but aleo in justice, had a
right to be paid, and he was paid. The case to which
I now refer is that of Mr. Fraser. Another individual
has also been paid under the same ciroumstances.
Well, Mr. Speaker, T had the honour, to day, of putting a
question to the Government on this rubject, and | was told
that the two men were not at all in the same circumstances.
I know very well that they are not in the same circum-
stances, for one of them has been paid and the other has
not; but when they are both paid they will be on the same
footing, and it is for that reason I ask the Government to
pay this man. If the Government allow themselves the
sport of burning down a wman’s buildings, let them
bear the consequences, and lot them make good the
losses of which they have been the cause. I think
that if the case was referred to the whole Board of Arbi-
trators, as the Pictou case has been, the result would be
the same as that which took place in tho case of Mr.
Fraser, and that justice, which has not been refused to a
person who does not belong to onr nationality, will not be
refused to a person who speaks our language.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation,) Mr, Spealcr,
[ am afraid my hon. friend made a mistake or misunder-
atood the que-tion which is now hefore the House, becaunse
the last part of his eprech has reference to a matter alto-
gether different.

Mr. LANDRY. It has reference to the Arbitrators.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation,) I am afraid
my hon. friend has forgntten the facts which took place
during the interval which elapsed botween the time when
his question was put and the time when the present motion
way made. At all events, I did not wish to interrupt him,
because L thonght ths occasion was favourable for him to
pross the claims of the individual whose name ho has men-
tioned in this Houre; but he will have to exeuse me if I am
not akle to answer him as the hon. Minister of Railways,
whom it concerns apecially, would do. [shall epeak to
him on this question, and [ am convinced that if thero ig
any possibility of doing what the hon. member asks, the
hon. Minister of Railwavs will certainly do it. As to the
arbitrators to whom he bas referred, there is no doubt it
would be desirable that all of them should understand both
languages. 1t would be desirable that all public officiala in
the Civil Service should understand and even speak bhoth
languages. But the hon. member knows that it is an
impossibility, under the present circumstances. In the
‘Province of Quebec it is altogether different; neaily
all of those who speak the English language, at
least most of our educated men, know French as well,
and can understand and speak it; but, unfortunately, it is
not so in other Provinces, although there are very remark-
able exceptions in that respect. As to the facts concerning
the St. Charles Branch Railway, 1do not think that those
who appeared before the Arbitrators have had any reason to
complain a great deal, for T think that, taking it all in all,
their cause has been well pleade ], xince the amount whieh
has been grated by the arhitrators has heen quite large, and
must have satisfied most of those who had reason to com-

lain, and who hai submitted their cause to them. The
Eon. member has spoken, I believe, of the President of the
Arbitrators who, it is said, forgot himself in reference to an



