Executive Summary

The Steategie Counsel 13 pleased to presenl this. detailed analysis of findings from a serics of
focus- gmﬁps with Canadians regarding their views on the mission in Afghanistan, theit level of:
understanding of the-goals of the mission and response 1o various statements. bolh supportive
.and opposed, and facts about the mission.

Canadd’s engagement in Alghanisian, under the auspices of the Intemational Security Assistance
Force (ISAF), was sanctioried by the United Nations in resgonse to the’attack on the World ‘I'tade
Center in New York City by al-Qdeds terrorists on September 11, 2001, The nature of Catiada’s
involvemcnt in Afghanistan has evolved since 2002 when Canadians were fimsi stationed there, in

response to the gconoinic and security necds of the Afglian people. Canadians are most aware of
Canada™ troop deployment to Afghanistan which gamers a high media profile. n addition to
working toward séabilizing the situation in Afghanistan and improving security for Adghan
citizens, Canadians are also heavily engaged in E;irr::builﬂing effort, providing economic and
hu’mauil_’a}rian- asgistanceas well ay s_gppo"rt'in re-establishing basic civic and govermanse
structures and sysiemis; These diplomatic and development initiatives are generally less well
known and understood by the Canadian puablic but are equally, 1'mpnrtantcmnp()ﬂdlt&()fthe
intermational reconstruction and rebuilding‘.c':'ﬁ:{'rrt.

Over (he past 12 months public support for the mission in Afghanistan has fluctuated, reflecting
Catiadians® gr'owing concerns over the continuing risky nature of the engagement as well as.
!ingerh‘[g_ questions, and certainly some misperceptions, about the rationale for Canada’s initial
involvement. Suppert for the taission is alse linked 1o the extent to which Canadians believe a
positive and sustainable outcome.in Alghanistan is likely.

Opinien polls conducied by The Strategic Coufisel and released publicly have shown support for
the.decision to send {roops io Afghanistan ranging from g high of 55 pér cént in March 2006 to a
low of 37 per cent in August. Support febounded to 44 per ceni in October 2006, then dropped
back to-35 per ceént in earty December. While there is some debate regarding the extent fo-which
mounting casualties have affecled Canadians’ views on merits of the Afghan mission, the decling
i support appears to rack a wavering belief that the deaths of some Canadian soldiers is an
acceptable and the ¢xpected cost-associated with bringing stability and peate to: Alghanistan.
Over the sate time period, Marchio October 2006, the percentage of Canadians whao believe

that this price is too high has jumped from.39 per cent Lo 55 per cent,



