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CANADA is‘uniqué among. the independent nations of the
world in that it does not possess the complete legal power
to amend its own Constitution., Cahadiens are well aware of

. this limitation on the sovereignty of their nation and many

efforts have been made in the past to find a.satisfactory .
method: of amending the Constitution of Canada in-Canada, 80: 1 =
far, these efforts have not been suecessful, Constitutional : - "
amendment was discussed briefly by the Dominion-Provincial
Conference of ;1987, A special Committee-of the House of:
Commons at the 1935 session of Parliament studied and reported .  :u
upon -the best -method by which the British North America Act:

might be amended, <Constitutional amendment was agdin discussed

at a Dominion~Provincial Conference in 1935, a sub-committee .
was appointed to prepare a report on a method of procedure to
amend the Constitution of Canada, a report was duly submitted but
no further action was taken, ' In 1950, a Conferende was convened
to find a method of amending the Constitution in Canada and, while
considerable progress was made in eclarifying the lssues, the
Conference did not succeed in finding an amending formula that
would be acceptable to all governments concerned,

A Conference of Attorneys General was convened in Qoctober
1960, with a view to arriving at a basis for the améndment of the
Constitution of Canada., Further sessions were held in November
1960 and in January and September of 1961, This paper will
discuss what 1t is thet the Conference tried to accomplish and,
from a legal point of view, what is meant by the m"amendment of
the Constitution in Canada", fof e JHe DO

The objective is to find a Way to amend the constitution
of Canada, The first question that arises 18, what do we mean
by "Constitution of Canada"? A pIT60

The "Constitution of Canada" is popularly thought to be
the British North America Act of 1867 and its amendments, and a
reference to constitutional amendment is usually intended to mean
the amendment of the British North Americe Actes  Whati-is the
"Constitution" of a country? It may be ‘defined as the system of
laws and conventions by which a state is governed, These laws and
conventions may be formally expressed, as in the case of the United
States Constitution., In that country, the word Constitution means
a particular document., 1In the United Kingdom, however, there is
no document that is known as the Constitution., The Constitution:
there consists partly of written material, partly of conventions that
have not given official expression, and partly of statutes relating
to some aspect of government, VESTBY @IQ0V0.
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