
The Judi<cial Shift ftom Federalism to Environmentalisni

Uintil recently the activismn of the Judicial Conimittee of the Privy Council and the

Supreme Court of Canada with regard to environmental policy was conined te protecting the

prerogatives of the provinces. The practical effeot of such a jurisprudence was to benefit polluting

busneses since the provinces are much more dependent on tie exploitation of natural resources

sucli as forests, n3inerals, rivers and fossil fuels than is the federal government. The economies of

AlbrtaandQuébec, for exmle, ie or fal eedn on the health respectively of the ail and

hydroelectric industries. This jurisprudence lias scrved well conservative interests i Canada.

Tough enviomna legislation depends on the ability of the federal government to expand its

constitutional competence. Therefore one would expect a shiftin he Suipreme Court's doctrines

to ocur as ithe atudsof the jutcsbecome more proresve. This is precisely what lias
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