
1. BACKGROUND

During the last two decades of the l9th century, Mexico began its
electrif ication process, by supplying principally mines, textile
f irms and other industrial establishments, and later with public
lighting.in Mexico City and a tew homes. By the beginning of this
century, there were 177 plants throughout the Mexican territory
and several private electrical companies supplying the country's
most important cities.

During the era of Porfirio Diaz, foreign investors began ta
consolidate large electrical f irms in Mexico. In 1902, the
Mexican Light and Power Co. Ltd. vas f ounded in Ottawa, canada ta
create a hydroelectrical plant in Necaxa with a capacity for
31,500 kW, and ta supply Mexico City's electricity needs. Later
it expanded to supply the states of Puebla, Hidalgo, Mexico and
Michoacàn. During over 50 years, this company supplied
electricity to these places and others that were gradually
incorporated te its network.
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