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Paragraph 241

In view of the fact that women are still very inadequately represented in
national and international political processes dealing with peace and conflict

settlement, it is essential that women support and encourage each other in their

initiatives and action relating either to universal issues, such as disarmament and
the development of confidence-building measures between, nations and people, or to
specific conflict situations between or within States.

Paragraph 242

There exist situations in several regions of the world where the violation of
principles of non-use of force, non-intervention, non-interference, non-aggression
and the right to self-determination endangers international peace and security and
creates massive humanitarian problems which constitute an impediment to the
advancement of women and hence to the full implementation of the Forward-looking
Strategies. In regard to these situations strict adherence to and respect for the
cardinal principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and
implementation of relevant resolutions consistent with the priaciples of the
Charter are an imperative requirement with a view to seeking solutions to such
problems, thereby ensuring a secure and better future for the people affected, most
of whom are invariably women and children.

Paragraph 243

Since women are one of the most vulnerable groups in the regions affected by
armed conflicts, special attention has to be drawn to the need to eliminate
obstacles to the fulfilment of the objectives of equality, development and peace
and the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Paragraph 244

One of the important obstacles to achieving international peace is the
persistent violation of the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United
Nations and the lack of political will of Governments of some countries to promote
constructive negotiations aimed at decreasing international tension on the issues
that seriously threaten the maintenance of international peace and security. For
this reason, the strategies in this field should include the mobilization of women
in favour of all acts and actions that tend to promote peace, in particular, the
elimination of wars and danger of nuclear war.

Paragraph 245

Immediate and special priority should be given to the promotion and the
effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedams for all without
distinction as to sex, the full application of the rights of peoples to
self-determination and the elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid,
of all forms of racism and racial discrimination, oppression and aggression,
foreign occupation, as well as domestic violence and violence against women.

Paragraph 246

In South-West Asia women and children have endured serious suffering owing to
the violation of the Charter of the United Nations., leading,•among other things, to
the vast problem of refugees in neighbouring countries.
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