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tA rather
sensible
summit -

k‘; The Venice summit, if only because
expectations were so muted, appears to
have made useful, modest progress in the
mnonﬂ:l:tag. well asthponucal arena. Wlim l!r‘
impo: not the communique {tzelf,
brimful of the ugual precooked platitudes,
but the direction in which the seven lesad-
ing industrialiged hations are moving. And
they are slowly moving in the eommend-
able direction of international eo-
ordination ef policies, whether int

on the foreign exchange markets to cushion
the fall of the dollar or unmgtg: behind
theUNforace&seﬁmlnthe wf. The
summit failed, it {3 trye 10 agree low

- interast loans to sub Saharan Atrica and to

ﬁnuade West Germany to give a kick to
feecble 23 cent . annual economic
gowth, It failed to commit member ooun.
fries to sutomatic remedisl action {f the
leading economic indicators. start flaghing
red. But at least the summit 5 will meet
more regularly to watch for a.mr:gxg
l!zna.ls. Peer ;oup ssure not. er
the same eomnutmex?t“ to lcﬁms auloma.
ticlty, dbut at Jeast the summit seven are
being increasingly locked into solving global
problems — like exchange rates, inflation
and the balance of payments — on a global
scale. The summits are in any cass less
important than what happens in between.
Japay did not offer more concessions In
Venice. But Japan is still committed to the
£25 Plllion expansion package alrsgdy an.
nounced which would almost certainly not
have emerged without intra summit * peer
group " pressure, particularly from
America. .

The summiteers also egreed to {ncreage
thecap!talcftheWorldBa.nkmdtotryto
reduce their huge surpluses of sgriculti.ral

But the difference this time {s that they.
may be swimming with the tide, Ths hith.
et ;lnns powerful lsrlculot;xral Iobbies :hre
displa & New gense realism as the
subsidies mountain threatens 10 collapse
under ita own weight. Still, all of these
inftiatives don't add up to & concerted pol-
icy to avert the slowdown in world growth
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The same, again, on the political front.
expectations were of hea

vy
American pressure for Joint naval opera. .

iti_t:xiu dklxdtht; Goug{ It did néot m,:tarmm H tgr
t e or participants gwung the
argument towards the United Nations,
where it belongs. The history of mediatory
efforts between Iran and Iraq is not encour-
aging. The UN, the Islamic nference, and
such studled neutrals gs the late Olaf
Palme, have all hit the rock of Iranian
{ntransigence. ;_mat is not,to ho:;vu. an ‘.1%&
quate reason for falling again, The
war ftsell heg altered in character and
"neither of the certitudes on which Iran
ed its hopes — the success of humgn
wave attacks, the overthrow of Saddam
Bu:seln—haseometoius. It thus be-
came sensible policy for the V
to m themselves behind Mr Perez de
Cue ’sefrommdtocoonn-omthm.it
nesd be, to :11 stronger resolution ag &13
Security Coun & cease
a negotiated settlement.
" Kuwait, which i3 the aggrieved party
because of Iranian attacks on its ships, has
wisely taken Soviet as sell as American
E’rotecdoqmdunowtouk China to join
« too. Of all the conflicts which have
of tmmediage Ty O o civatey o o, e
or . s
m the UN the it

tank the Stark. And, of coures, it has not
yet g;ern ﬂ?:ployed at the Strait of Hormuz.

tive remains to be goen. Will a time
come when the airlines of states which are
soﬁontewoﬂsmandthoskleadoudto
them ? That {5 the aim, but the difficulties
of definition arg tremendous. From Bonn,
through Tokyo, to Venice, terrorism
subject for declamatory
resolve but §t won't — like gl the problems
the world meets briely to discuss — be put
to rout by words.
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