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box, Modern Religion, the feminine angularity of Moderm
Morality, bearing a jug of Laurentian water, and behind
them, as the very lord of wisdom, the grinning mechanie,
Practical Science, using the broadcloth suit of the defunect
doctor as his engine-room over-alls. Or if we prefer to place
the same facts without the aid of personification, our learn-
ing has so watered itself down that the starch and consis-
tency is all out of it. There is no absolute sureness any-
where. Everything is henceforth to be a development,
an evolution; morals and ethics are turned from fixed facts
to shifting standards that change from age to age like the
fashion of our clothes; art and literature are only a product,
not good or bad, but a part of its age and environment._
So it comes that our formal studies are no longer a buming
quest for absolute truth. We have long since discovereq
that we cannot know anything. Our studies consist only
in the long-drawn proof of the futility for the search after
knowledge effected by exposing the errors of the past.
Philosophy is the science which proves that we can knowy
nothing of the soul. Medicine is the science which tellg
that we know nothing of the body. Political Economy
18 that which teaches that we know nothing of the laws
of wealth; and Theology the critieal history of those errors
from which we deduce our ignorance of God.

When T sit and warm my hands, as best I may, at the
little heap of embers that is now Political Economy, I cannot
but contrast its dying glow with the generous blaze of the
vainglorious and triumphant science that once it was.

Such is the distinctive character of modern learning,
imprint with a resigned agnosticism towards the search
after truth, able to refute everything and to believe noth.
ing, and leaving its once earnest devotees stranded upon
the arid sands of their own ignorance. In the face of
this fact can it be wondered that a university converts
itself into a sort of mill, grinding out its graduates, legally
qualified, with conscientious regularity? The students take
the mill as they find it, perform their task and receive their
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