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Method of Presentation'.

Always give your class a vicw 'of the book or
poemn as a whole before any detailed study is

attemnpted. This is bcst donc by reading it through
to them, while they follow the reading -in their
books. 1 know that some teachers object to this
plan and insist upon having each verse or para-
graph studied and fully understood before they go
on to the next. A teacher with a real gif t for bis
subject can make any method successful; but in
the hands of any but a genius, 1 believe that to
put the detail before the whole is to lose the chance
of securing interest. We do not look at a picture
in that way. At our first glance we try to see in
a general way what the painter wants to show Us;
afterwards, by careful scrutiny, we discover the
details which make up the whole. And in ap-
proaching 'a piece of literature thus, we are fol-
lowing the writer's order. Before he begins to
write, he must have his general conception. For
a novel, a ballad, or a play, he knows the story he
is going to tell; for a lyric, the mood or feeling he
wants to express. So we must try to find out,
first, what he wants to tell us, and then increase
Our understandmng of it by studying his work in
detail.

Slctions from Cowper.

In teaching the selections from Cowper' s Poems
set for Grade IX in New Brunswick, the difficulty
is that so few of them are of a nature to interest
or please young people. "John Gilpin" is delight-
fui to old and young alike, but it should be familiar
to childr!n' long before they reach Grade IX.
From the others choose those which show one of
the.author's most striking merits -his power of
telling a simple story or incident, with clearnees,
g1race and Pathos or humour. "The Loss of the
Ro5ial George," "The Needless Alarm," (in its
humble way one of, the most perfect of human
compositions"), "Ode to Apollo," "The Epitaph
on a Hare," "The Poplar Field " may be chosen to
illustrate this Power of his. In addition I should
read to the class "The Colubriad"- the story is
told ni Prose in the poet's letter to the Rev. William
Unwin, August 3, 1732 - and "The Retired Cat."
These show also- his interest in and close observa-
ion of animali. In what other poems is there

evidenoe of this?
"Boadicea" and "The Loss of the, Royal

George" should be memorized, and with the for-

nier should 1-S conmparc-d the beautiful i Uin l
Tennyson's "Boadlicea," beginning, "Fear*flt, laie
of blowiiig woolandl."

With "Alexander Sdekirk" compare fully Te.-
tiyson's pijcture of the lonelinesa of the shipwreckad
Enoch Arden, f romi "The mountains wcoded t th
Peak" to "no si. The comparimon will brIng
ou t Cowper's distinctive si mplicity.

"The Loss of the Royal George" is a muster-
piece. Find out what makes it so. What are its
merits? "Vigour of description," "force ci
pathos," the "simples t possible language." How
many figurative expressiods can you flac! in it?
Compare what Cowper says in writing of another
poet. "To make verse, speak the language of
prose without being prosaic, to maréhal the. wo«&
of it in such an order as they might naturally take
in falling from the lips of an extemporary spedme,'
yet' without meanness, harmonioutly, elegantly,
and' without seeming to displace a syliable fortue
sake of the rhyme, is one of Mie moi arduos>#mis
a pee can undertake."

Together with "To Mary," read the. stili mm,
beautiful sonnet in the "Golden Treasury,"
"Mary! 1 want a lyre with other strings."Pl
grave classes tuis sonnet in the very fiet tan.

"The Judgment of the Poets" would have
special point if read on one of our coki May dan.
and if the pupils would collect references in tWi
English poets to May and june.

The poems on the slave trade may be pas.sd ovqr
lightly. #'Pity for Poor Africans"'Pshows low *0i
poet can bring his humour to a senous subjeet-,
and it gives a perfectly accurate view of tii he ot
obstacle to reform, the selfiahness of tii. grat
merchants. But these poems are 'nmre «
connected with bistory than with literatmme.
Read the lines beginning "Slaves cannot bruth
in England," in "The Time Piece" Bock Il 'iL
"The Task," and compare the part taken, by tWi

American poets, Longfellow and Whittls,k
the fight against slavery.

The lines on "The Shortness of Hunian Lifé,"
so unlike Cowper in tone and in expressoi,
flot original, but a translation from a Latin. poe
by a contemporary.

There remain "My Mother's Picture," s1W

"The Castaway," which should b. studhdwfd*
some fulness. "The Castaway"s, houMld b.In
by beart, so that the full beauty of the. W«or.aé


