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The -bubonic plague is stili alarmingly prevalent
in India, and is claiming thousands bf victims every
week.

According to officiai figures, the area of coal in
Canada is larger than in any othes country in the
world.

The- value of gold annually mined in British
Columbia is now over five million c4o1lars-, the value
af the 'silver over three millions, an~d of the copper
and the coal over five millions each.ý

Sa great has been the success attaýned with caniels
imported into Riiodesia, South Afrida, last year, that
a government officer bAs been sent to India ta pur-
chas. a larger number of these animiais for the dis-
trict.

Extensive irrigation works will b. undentaken by
the Canadian Pacific Railway Compiny near Ca-
gary. If the plan proves successfuý,' over three mil-
lion acres. of land now lying waste will be neclaimed
and rnadý fit for cultivatian. Theie are ta be two
canal$, a mAjin canal thirty-five -mile4 in length, and a
secondary 'canal which, when comp e td, will b. on
hundied and fifteen miles, long, e pnoject is the
largest of the. kind ever attempted on tuis continent.

A sad fate bashbefallen the advei*urous Hubband,
who set out last sunrmer ta expiaoe the interion af
Labrador. Unprepared for the <Ifiiculties of his
jounney, and with a very inadequatý supply of, food,
delayed .beyond ail expectation by stonins and acci-
dents,.- and failing ta -fnd the abundance of. gaine
upon which he, counted for subisbtence, he finally
ched of stanvatièn. His: two compýnions, wbo we
stronger than he, survived the bàandships of lie
expedition and brought back the ný,ws of hus deâth.'

Recent surveys have shown thatîtbe part -of ue-
bec lying between the St. Lawrencé and jamesBay
is rich in spruce forests, in agriculttIral, soil, in waten-
powers and in minerais, and that the climate is quite
as good as that of the valley of Lak$e St. John, where
there are thriving settlements..

The. Yalu is a beautiful river, sbme 300 miles in

lengthi, and-is navigable for a nativle craft for a dis-

tance of 6o miles, but steamers are unable ta proceed
beyond Antung. The streamn bas: a rapid current,
which will-just now be swollen witli the sprng fnesii-

ets, for the winter climate is much the. saine as our

own. The tides in the Yellaw Sea are bhigiien than

anywhere -else in the. world' otide of the Bav of

Fundy; making the crossing difficUit in the estuany.
The river itfl, therefare, is a very. strong defence
af the Russian position.

The immigration1 af United States settiers, which

is'bringing into our Northwest Territa.ries experi-

enced farmers f ram the Western States, bas begun

tarly this year, and wil1 prabably irucrease fnom year

ta year for some years ta camne.-ý Immigranits are

also expected from New Zealand, 'hre the advan-

tages offered by the Canadian west are claiming
attention.

It is rumored, that the japanese govenent will
experimentwith war balloons and airships.

The 1governments of jtaly and Austria have con-
cluded an agreement regarding affairs in the Bal-
kans, whicb is considered as putting an effectuai
$top ta, the troubles in the Balkcan states and pre-
venting the possibiiuty of their being used ta gid a
Macedonianuprisipig in the. spring.,

It is expected that ten tiiousand troops will be sent
ta Canada, as a part of the nev* plans for strengtiien-
ing- the defences of the empire. It has been decided
aiso ta make Halifax one of the gre.atest -caaling
stations of the empi"e, and ta this end the caaling
piers in the dockyard will b. enlarged.

A steamship route between Halifax and Galway,
for the canveyancé of mails'and passengers is advoe
cated by a member af the Transportation Commis-.
sion that bas recently visited the Atlantic provinces.
It would b. a -thousand miles- shorter than the, route
f rom New York to'Liverpool, and would b9 of ines-'
timable advantage ta Caniada and to the. empire.

SThe British Antarctic expedition, which- salled
f rom London in the, summer'of 1901, is returfinfg.
No new coaat lin. of any great extent bas been dis-
covered ' but the. resUits are belîcved ta be- of vefy
great importa=c in otbher directions, and Captain
Scott and bis meni are ixpected ta brng7 back mucfi
valuable information regardimg the. Antarctic con-
tinent and the. waters along its coast.

The Belgiani deny the. atores of atrocities in the
Congo Free State, iaymng that- the. atoes were
founided wiioly tien charges aglainst one .entry for
cruelty to, a naive boy, sud'that thesecharges have
proved to b. faise. Tii. StOnles, nev"'hels seem,
to have a gtroog foundation lu fact, and tie-goveru-
ments of 1Great Britain and the United States have
bath been aked ta, interfere for tbe.protectiOil of the.

aoOOnatives.
In reply to a question as ta why a change iiad

been made ini the. kig floatinp over the parliaielit

buildings at Ottawa, thei Ministe Of Public Works
sid tat the. klg heretofore used was a Canada
mýerchantý marine kg, (the. red ensigu wlth the.
Canadian.coat..of-anls in the. fly,) and wben the~
department wus purchasit a new flag it got the
national -flag, the Unior in a Jad, -u put there

instead. Theft is only one ntoa g

The. natural ou1tiet for the. products af tii.North-
wes t l'a through Hudson Bay and Hi*son, Strait,
saving Soo miles iu transportation to LiverpoolLas
compared with Moutreal. -So ays t1ýcCanadian
explorer. J. W. Tyrreil, in a recent account Of huâ
explorations in that region andl in Ni.wfomanfd
and Labrador. Tiie strait is navigable witii pwer-
fui vessels for six montb lu the ear; and tCi bay

is open ait the time, althout i barbons freete
avn or iurlil is, h. thinks, ti.best barbor

on the cost of Hudson Bay,. and could hold hall the.

British navy. Ne foufldafd h. fids rich in min-

eral resounces, and Labrador naYProYe ta bt one of
the most valuable mining countries in the wonld.


