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brough't te liglit. Indeed, we shall not be
far wrong in sayîng that there is nothing
really new to report. We think, however,
that it may be justly remarked that a great
deal more coxnmon sense is being brouglit
to bear year by year on the question of
sewage disposai. Any one pro cess is not
being employed in such wholesale fashion
as was formerly thxe case just because it
was faghionable to use it, but our engineers
are getting more and more to, understand
the principles underlying the science of
sewage disposal. So expert are they be-'
coming in this diîrection-that is to, say,
in the manipulation of the organigms bene-
ficently provided by Nature-that it is
difficult to sec how there can be any very
great improvement i the processes at pre-
sent extant. It is, however, by no means
always that full advantage is taken of ex-
isting knowledge. Then, again, thxe ques-
tion is frequently 'brought up as to, wle-
ther, in treating sewage as we do, we are
really proeeeding on flic riglt fines. Na-
ture clearly intended the earth for the dIs-
posai of sewage, and though we have
learnt very accurately to reproduce arti-
ficially the action of the earth, we are lo-
ing the enrîchment of flic soil which would
ensue fromn the proper application of sew-
age to land.

A series of experiments, liowever, have
been carried out by Drs. P. Reniuinger and
0. Nouri to ascertain (1) whether patho-
genie germs i the soil are absorbed into
the tissues of plants growig i sucli souls,
and (2) whether sucli germa are ýcarried
op the stems and leaves of growig plants.
Sucli vegetables and fruits as beans, celery,
cross, cucumbers, oniona, peas, radighes,
salads and strawberries were investigated.
The experiments were only of a laboratory
order, but werec~arried out i sueli a man-
ner as to approxixnate as nearly as possible
te natural conditions. The soil was freely
contaminated with pathogenie bacteria, the
vibrion of choIera, the bacillus of anthrax,
B. typhosus, and B. prodigiosus, &c. In
the first set of experiments the seeda were
allowed to germnmate, and when the shoots
were about 3 inehes above the soil cuttings
were taken and eultivation made of the
juices. Iu no case was there any resuit,
and the experimenters consider theniselves
juatified ini stating that microbes do not
penetrate into the interior of growing

plants. As regard miter contamination,
the results 'were flot so conclusive. Som&
of the germs, notâbly those of anthrax and
B. prodigiosits, 'were found more or les
frequently on the surfaces -of the plante.
Apparently, however, those of typhoid -and
choiera were not found, and that of tuber-
culosis but seldom. The chances of con-
tamination appeared to decrease with the
age of the plant.

There is pressing need of improvin~g the
sanitation, or rallier, the lack of it, in most
,of our schools. We have scarcely one sehool
in the counity where there is a properly ar-
ranged and managed drinking system.
Many of the schools are stili elinging to
the primitive and unhealtb.ful bucket and
,dipper. A few have 'barrels and faucets
to provide the pupils drinking water, but
there you wiil find the public drinking
cup. The worst thing of ail, however, izs
our antiquatedl and ini iany cases actually
repulsive and dangerous system of provid-
ing closets and lavatories. 0f course we
had jto have buildings and equipment firit
of aill Now the great problem comes in
the conservation of the health of the pupila
-and that weans also the conservation of
morals and dccency. Sanitatîon of the
sehools lia been sadly negleeted. This is
so, because of the lack of funds sufficient to
erect the buildings and equip themn and at
the sanie time arrange surrounding condi-
tions as we would have them. But we know
,that if the School Improvement Associa-
tions and the Mothers' Clubs and the
patrons of the c hools generally will take
tlie trouble to investigate these vital mat-
ters concerned with thxe health and sanita-
'tion, there wiil be sucli an aroused publie
sentiment for better lavatories and eloset&
i the sehools tbsat their provision will cer->

tainly be made soon.

It lias been suggested recently by those
familiar with the work being do-ne by the
School Improvement Associations and
Mothers' Clubs that these excellent organ-~
zations deserve much credît for their iu->
terest expended for the most part upon the
interior of thxe school mons and the ime
diate surroundings, suchl as fencesan
lawus and playgrounds, but that if sain
of thxe ladie s would take it ito their heo
to examine the vitally important condi
tions existing i losets and lavatoriep9s


