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Any feelings of regret the Seniors may have been
harboring since the football season were quite forgotten at
the Lit. Friday evening when they defeated the Juniors in
the first round of the inter-year debating series,.  Messrs,
L. N. Loeser and W, 1.. Nichol, of o3, essayed to prove
“that Government ownership and control of railways
would be in the best interests of Canada,” and were
opposed by Messrs., . H. Oliver and W, A, Craik, of 'oz.

Mr. Loeser charged the railways with being the chief
cause of the corruption of politics in Canada, and pointed
out how this might be avoided if they were controlled by
the Government. He claimed that it would have been
cheaper for the Government to build and operate railways
rather than grant large subsidies, as in the case of the
C.P.R. The subsidies which the Government would grant
to railways in cighty years would be sufficient to buy the
Canadian systems at the present time. He suggested a
system such as is utilized in New South Wales where the
railways are controlled by the Government, and managed
by commissioners, removable only by the votes of both
Houses of Parliament.

Mr. E. H. Oliver maintained that the experience of
other countries did not warrant the policy of the affirmative.
In assuming control of the railways the Government would
be breaking an important law of jurisprudence by com-
plicating the machinery of Government. Managers of
railways, who are usually stockholders, would not exercise
the same keen supervision if they were working merely
for salary. The Government would bribe constituencies
before bye-clections by building railroads which were not
needed.

Mr. Nichol contended that since railways are the
arteries through which the trade of the country flows they
should not be controlled by private companies.  Under
Government ownership expenses would be greatly
diminished by dispensing with employes of rival roads.
Discrimination of rates would also be discontinued.

Mr. Craik pointed out that the affirmative had
neglected the first consideration, viz., whether or not the
transference of railways to the Government was feasible.
He doubted if the Government could engineer so vast an
enterprise. He mentioned the Intercolonial railway, which
he claimed was operated at a loss, as an example of the
results of Government control.. It would hardly be wise
to hand over the railroads to the Government which has
been responsible for the corruption mentioned by the
affirmative. Conditions are different in Australia. The
Government had to build railroads there because private
companies would not build through deserts.

Mr. Loeser refuted the previous speakers statements
regarding the Intercolonial Railway. He stated that the
government of New South Wales had the advantages of
being able to give low rates to sparsely settled districts
and thus encourage immigration.

Vice-President Young, who occupied the chair in the
absence of the President, Dr. Thompson, urged the
students to attend the Conversat. He stated that while
there would be no radical change from other years, more
attention would be given to the program. He called upon
three graduates, Messrs. S. Casey Wood, Moss and
Sydney Woods to act as judges of the debate.

During the intermission before the judges’ decision a
solo was capably rendered by A. W. Grant, ’oz.

Mr. Moss, in giving the decision, complimented the
speakers of the affirmative upon the exceptional merit of
their oratory, but stated that the presentment and argu-
ments of the negative had outweighed those of their
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