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Any feelings of regret the Seniors nia> have been
harborirîg sinice the football season were quiite forgotten at
the Lit. Friclay evelling %vlien they dlefcated the j uniors ini
the Cirst rouind of ilie inter-year debating series. M ess rs.
1.. N. Loeser and WV. L Nichol, of 'o.3, cssayed to prove
'that Croverrîient owncrship and control of railwavs

wotild be iii the best interests of C ad,'and wvere
opposedl by Messrs. E. I-1. Oliver and W. A. Craik, of 'o.

Mr. Loeser charged the railways with being the chief
cause of the corruiption of politics in Canada, arnd pointed
otnt how this mnight be avoided if they wvere controlîcd by
the Gov'errnîent. île clainmed that it wotild have been
cheaper for the Goverrinment to buiilîl aid operate railways
rather than grant large stibsiclies, as in the case of thc
C. P. R. The suibsidies whichi the Goverrnent wouild grant
to railways iii eîghtýv years would bc suillicient te, buiy the
Cariadian systems at the present tir-ne. [lec stuggestcd a
systein suich as is uitilizcd iri New Soîrth WValcs xvhcrc the
railways arc conitrollel b>' tlîe iov'erninert, and marîaged
by comrnrssinrers, removable only by the votes of' both
blouises of Panrliarnclnt.

Mr. E. ILb Oliv'er maîrîtainied that the experience of
other couintries did nit wvarrant the policy of Uic aflirinative.
Iii assLiniinig control of the railways the Goverrîmert wvould
bc breaking an important law ofu jrisprudenlce by coin-
plicating the miachinery of Govrrinient. Managers of
railwvays, whio are tisually stockholders, wouild îlot exercise
tic saine keen suipervision if thcy wcrc working nmcrcly
for salary. r[ite Gïovernmcnt wotild bribe corîstittuencies
before bye-electiorîs by buiilding railroads which were niot
nceded.

Mr. Nicliol corîtended that silice railways arc the
arteries through wvhiclh the trade of tlic coluntry flowvs thcy
shouild not be c'ontrolledl by private corupaniles. Urîder
Government ownership experîses would lie greatly
dimiinished by disperisirîg with cmnployes of rival roads.
Discrimination of rates xvoi ld also be discontirîued.

Mr. Craik pointed ont that tlîe affirmative liad
neglected the first consideration, viz., whetlîer or nit the
trarîsference of railways to the Governmiert was feasible.
He douibted if the Governlmerît cotild erîgineer so vast ant
enterprise. Fi-e nîerîtioned the lntercolortial railwav, which
lie claimed was operated at a loss, as ant example of the
results of Governmierit control. It wouild hardly be wvise
to harîd over the railroads to the Govcrniment which has
been responsible for the corruiption rnentioried by tlîe
affirmative. Conditions are difféerernt in Auistralia. The
Goverriient had to build railroads there because private
comparues woubd rîot build throngh deserts.

Mr. Loeser refuted the previous speakers statements
regarding the Intercolonial Railway. He stated that the
goverrînient of New South Wales had the advantages of
being able to give low rates to sparsely settled districts
and thuis encouirage immigration.

Vice-President Yotung, who occupied the chair in the
absence of the President, Dr. Thompson, urged the
studerîts to attend the Conversat. He stated that while
there would be no radical change from other years, more
attention would be given to the program. He called upon
three graduates, Messrs. S. Casey Wood, Moss and
Sydney Woods to act as judges of the debate.

During the intermission before the judges' decisiori a
solo was capably rendered by A. W. Grant, '02.

Mr. Moss, in giving the decision, complimented the
speakers of the affirmative upon the exceptional menit of
their oratory, but stated that the presentment and argu-
ments of the negative had outweighed those of their

?PPonents. He congratulated the society upon the vastimprovenient in the oratory of its members since bis under-graduate days, and the increased interest shown in thesociety by the students. The other speakers likewisecommended the excellent management of teLt
Mr. S. Casey Wood, former president of the Lit.,received a hearty welcomie. He expressedl pleasure atheing among his old friends again, and conlgratullatedthem uipon the success of the Under-graîduate Unionwlîich was inaugurated during bis presidency.
Mr. G. A. Cornish, 'o0, caused muncl merrimrent byaddressing -Mr. Vice-Presiderît, graduiates and gentle-enp." He spoke of the inicreasing stuccess of the post-gradutate couirse, and uirged dloser' union between theunder-gradnates and post-gradnates. Messrs. Mac-Mturchy, C. P. R. solicitor, and Sydney WToods also madetimely addresses.
Mr. E. 11. Oliver was elected to represent the societyaa puiblic meeting of the Knox College Literary Societyon the 28th inst. 
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WYCLIFFE NOTES.

The arnual At-Home of tbe students and Counicil ofWYcliffe College was heldi last evenirng, January 2 4 th,whien sonie three hundred guiests were entertainecl withinxvalls to whiclî sOunIds of festivity are a t hing almost niul-hcard of. l'lie Library, at aIl times a chariing place forreceptiLins, xvas literally tranisfoý.rined into a fairy bowcr ofblute and white--the college colors. Elsewhere visitorsfond variotis pleasing color schienies carried ouit in thedecorations, c.g. in the Rottirida wlîich was beavily fes-tomned with red, white and blue, and drapecî with largetlags. The east lectuire roomi was done in light anid darkblue-the Argonatit colors ; the wvest, iii red and bine-the colors of the Dental College.Scrso amlet«nxiitsair to the scene, as w ,el] as rich Oriental curtains,wvbich drapedl every conceivable nook. Special praise,howevcr, is diue to the studerîts wh'o erected scores ofcozy -corners on the upper flats. M\fany guests, instead offollowing out the usual route of promenades, werîded theirway to these secluded spots to enjoy ani occasionaiî tête-a-tête, hiddecn froni the eagle' glances of the mnob.
he reception lastedl unltil lialf-past nine, when aconcert began iii o1e of the lecture rooms. It was re-rnarked by several Of the gLuests that ouir programme wasthe most interesting provided at any of the college At-H-omes thns far tlîis season. Professor Cody, in bis usualgracious mariner, performied the duties of chairman, intro-du.cing the following pleasing artists :Miss Nelson, MissEvans, Miss Bow.les, The Havergal Canaries (a wholeflock of them this time), Mr. Stonebuirg and Mr. Kennedy.

After the concert Glionna's orchestra played apromenade programme of twelve nutmbers, during whichrefreshmi'ents were served in the Refectory.- Event as lateas one o dlock our guests were loath to depart, and onlywhen those traditional strains were sounded, which aIlhave heard many a time with sighs of regret because theycorne so soon, did loiterers hasten from seqhrestered nooksto say good-night. Our friends are of the tinanimousopinion, after visiting the comfortabîe and home-likerooms of Wycliffites, and listening to stories of midnightfeeds and varîous mysterious orgies, tliat residence lifemust have powerful attractions. " How any Universityman can afford to spend his four years at academical work,without enjoying the advantages of College Residence issomething 1 cannet understand," was the opinion ex-pressed by one fair enthusiast.


