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Geor~ge Washington Ross is among the forernost of
Ontario's sons, and bas for somne years occupied a place in
the front rauk of Canadian statesmen. He was born near
the littie village of Nairn, iu the West Riding of Middlesex,
on Sept. i8th, 1841. After having received bis early
education, he entered the teaching profession, and tbougb
very young, he soon becamne known as one of the keenest
minds in the province, lu 1871 he was appointed lnspec-
tor of Public Schools for the Couuty of Lanibton, but in
the following year was attracted into politics, and was
elected to the House of
Commons as Liberal
nieniber for bis native
riding. Eleveu years of
service at Ottawa, during
which time he studied
aud graduated in law,
distinguisbed him as a
brilliant platformn speaker,
and be becamne known. as
one of the best debaters
iu the House. He con-
tinued. as representative
in the Dominion Parlia-
ment until 1883, whien he
was oalled iuto Provincial
rDolitics aud entered the

But it is as a speaker aud parliamentary leader that
be bas achieved his greatest success. On tbe platformi,
be is, perbaps, the cleverest, and one of the most eloquent
of our public men. As a debater and a lecturer, he ranks
amoug the very first, and bis splendid powers, cojubined
wîth a deep enthusiasmn for progress and reform, have
made hiu an important figure lu Canadian public life.
Amnoug his 'best known lectures are : ',Formative Forces
in Canadian History," IlCitizenship and Higher Culture,"
- Literary Factors iu our Canadian Lfe," and - Canada's
Relations to the Empire."

H-is efforts as an educationist have been rewarded with
mauy hiigh distinctions.
For several years he was
president of the Domin-
ion Educational Associa-
tion; be bas been vice-
president of tbe British
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science,
waselected aFellowof the
Royal Society of Canada
in 1896, and has received
the degree of LL.D.
from three universities,
viz.: St. Andrew's (Scot-
land), in 1888, Victoria,
in 1892, and Toronto
U ni ve r s itvin i8oAt.
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