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__ The News
CALENDAR.

Thursday, Feb. 23rd, 8 p.ii.-Conicert, Banj'o and
Guitar Club, Guild Hall.

Friday, Feb. 24th, 8 p.m.-D)cbate, Studcîeit.,
Union, Varsity versus Queeni's.

Saturday,' Feb. 25, 3 p.nî.-Saturday Lecture, D r.
Rudoîf, -T1he Seasons in india." 8 p.iii.-Lecturc,
Canadian Instittîte, Mn. C. H. C. Wright, "Gothjc
Architecture."

iM'onday, Feb. 27tl.-Meeting of M'voderîî L-aui
guage Club, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Marclh ist.-Lecture, i>olitical Scicîicc
Club, Mr. Lefroy.

KNOX-VARSITY, FINAL DEBATE.

Varsity students do not seem to doubt the pro-
priety of inaugurating a championship race to win it
theniselves; a fact whiclh was întîch. iii evidence last
Friday night at Association Hall, where Varsity,
championecl by W. F. McKay and T. A. Russcl,
captured the laurels of victory from Knox Coýllege, i
the final contest of the Inter-Collegiate Debating
Union, an Association organized this Academic year,
at the instigation of our Literany Society.

By the usuial hour a goodly cnowd lîad pai(i tlîcir
ten-cent fee and had well-nigh filled the hall. After
the customary darts of different varieties hiad been
thrown by the gallery at the forttînate or uinfortunate
students who were forced to put on, thîcir best clothes
and sit on the ground flooýr, these uneasy gentlemen
were relieved by the appearance on the platformi of
the officiais and debaters of the evening, xvhich attracted
the attention of the galleny in another direction. MnI.
I. H. C)sterhout, the Secretary of the Union, iii a paper
ciîtitled, "The Mlinutes of Previonis Meetings," nelated
the history of the organization since its inaugturation
of November 2nd, 1898, dwelt uipon the object of the
Association, and spoke of the success which it had al-
ready attained. Dr. Wickett, in bis Presîdential ad-
dress, spoke niodestly of the success which is gener-
ally known to have been due to bis own efforts. 'His
experience," he said, "recommended him to make two
suggestions: First, that the 25 per cent. now given to
oratory in estimating the value of an address should be
raised to fifty per cent., and, secondly, that the de-
bates should be held earlier in the year." flon. G. W.
Ross was not present, and consequently we did tiot
hear the Hon.-President. A solo by F. M. Bell-
Smith was well received and heantily applauded. Then
came the chief attraction for the evening, the debate
on the subject: "Resolved, That the present tunsatis-
factory conditions obtaining in society are duîe more
to defects of the social systemn than to individual
fanîts." The choice of subject was apt, its pohitico-
philosophical aspect affording good matenial, both for
the Knox philosophers, who took the affirmative side,
and the Varsity economists, who argued against the
resolution. Before the debate was over, however, it
was seen that each side was capable of trespassing on
the private property of the other; the Preshyterian

Élieologians were accused of rank heterodoxy, and the
politicians of entertaininig urisound econoiei doc-
tries. It hiad been a public secret that the Knox re-
presentatives were looked upon as favorites, being
01(1er and more experienced; but Fred and Tommy
provcd tlîat suchl obstacles caln be overcome, and that
succcss lies nieither i11 agc or moustache. The Knox
represcîltativcs proved themselves to be the more ac-
coil)pslhe and pleasing orators, while the Varsity
champions atoned for this deficiency by a rapid and
forcible delivery, suported by well-chosen, arguments.
Mr T. R. Robinson, BAleading for the altîrinative,
traced the growtb of the present society, and tried to
prove the social evils to be due to socialistic produc-
tion. W. F v Mcl Kay, the leader of the negative, set
out to trace the saine and additional evils to individual
faults. The social systeni he defined as tlîe political,
moral, and econioniic conditions under which we live.
1lec dealt with the economnic side of the question, and
traccd economnic evils to individtial fauîts. The fact
that societY lias Flot lieei able to curi) individuals shows
tliat in(lividuals arc to be blanied. All alternative
systenis are inipracticable. Nlr. E. Eakin, M.A., for
[Kniox, said that any society should educate and elevate
ilie ind(ividual, whiereas noxv lie is lheld down 50 that lie
caiiîîot risc. 'Iblis 15 (11e to the fact that the present
s\ 'steîn ptts nliaterial before character, and eniploy s only
iijaterîal standards. It prodtices a clashi between ethics
auJd economnics. H-e severely denouniced labor by
\voinn and children, necessitated by the present
niiethod of production. Mý/r. Eakin's lrishi accent and
facility of speech, as wcll as bis logical arguments,
made the K%ýiiox students in the gallery enthiusiastic and
confident. But they were not expecting such an effort
fromn Varsity's stalwart, T. A. Russel, wvbo, ahl miust
confess, nmade the best speech of the evening. lie at-
tacke(l is opponents' argumnents viciouisly, iterally tore
thiii to pieces, and then showe d tlîey liad no connec-
tion the one with the other; then lie camne to the suip-
lport of bis coufrere, built further ipori the foundation
reared for lii by bis leader, and won the debate.
l-1 s retorts were excellent, bis logic deep, and his
grasp) of the subject thorough.

\\"hile the referees, Prof. Goldwin Smith, Prini-
cipal Il oyle, Q.C., and B. E. Walker, xvere coming
t(i a decision, Prof. Badgley, of Victoria, aiîd Chancel-
lor- Wallace, of McMiaster, gave short addrcsses. Leo.
11) Riggs (lelighted the aud(ience by bis mlastery of
the piano, and would have received even lieartier ap-
lilatise, liad not tlîe desire to hear the decision of the
referees been s0 gi'eat. Goldwin Sinith, Mien called
uipon, said: "Both sides did well, referees theniselves
disagree, two of them give the decision to the speakers
on the niegative." Theni there was clieering, aud the
least concernied of all appearc(l to be tliose two miodest
ý ouths Who no0w enjoy the lionor of being the first to
win the chanipionship. They are to he congratulated
on tlîeir noble effort. Iii bis additional reniarks, Prof.
Smiith virtually said be did not approve of the proposai
of Dr. \Vickett, iii regard to raising the 25 per cent.
of value gîven to oratory to 50 per cent., inasmtîch
as lie favored the more impressive Englishi style of
{lelating with the head, rather than the United States
teii(lency to tise nierely the tongue. The meeting dis-
persed, after the losers and victors had been cheered.

Tlîus ended the first year of the Union. It is
healthy in its youth. May it continue so!


