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.7h eology.
The Study of Hebrew.IT lias been a long cherishied principle of the Preshyterian Chutrchi that lier

ministry must be educated. -We have reason ta be proud of aur Can-
adian Churcli in this respect and the preserit high standard of culture andl
learning anmong our ministry certainly s11011ld flot be lawere(l. We feel,
nevertheless, that iii saine respects the e(llcational systemn of the Churcli
mnighit be altered with profit-ta the endl of pravidinig men xvith greater free-
(loi in the prosecutian of ministerial studies. We find ta (lay men who are
seriotisly handicapped in the study of la11itna<)es andl thhel i rigid thea-
logical curriculum be forced t11)01 Ihein ? It is not aur 1)urpose ta belittie thc
value af the original I,,lauages ta the studfent of scrip)t1re, but we mlay Well
ask whether from the study af Greek or I ebrew WC derivc benefit in pro-
paratian ta the trne and effort that we are obliged ta put ilpon theli. ( )uC
af the maost important a<lvantages ta o belerive(l froin bis langulage study is
ability ta appreciate the work af the critical scbolars in both the' Old and NewV
Testaments. Withauit same kulowledge af H lebrew, for instance, we wotuld
nat understand the differences hetween parts af an Old Testament book re-
garded as the work of ane auithar, or again the l)roblematical readings slag-
gested for difficult passages. I'y means of the original we are enabled also
ta render the sense more exactly and such things are a dlistinct gain but nmay
it not l)e trule that these resuits might l)e attaiued witbouit req nîriugo so nilicl
work, say in Ilehrew gramimar. lihere are a uhlnhler oif mnen rea(ling the 0.
T. for exegesis wlia]have practically <)nly the junior il ebrew class work aal(I
cven of those wha have been aover the senior wark, baw many remember the
detaîls of the irregular verb) or af the paintinogs iii the threc (leclensions atf
nouns ? What they have retainied and wbat they rely ulpon is a lnmber of
primiai facts-basic in importance but can1paratixvely few in numiber. \VliŽ
should not attention be given ta these and mnlch af the mare (letaile1 work
omitted? To become a skilful critical scholar sncb details Wouil( bave
ta l)e tboroughiy înastered, yet, but few af uis bape to hle ab)le ta (la mo-.re tlif
ta use intelligently the commn-en taries whicb have doanc for uis the finesýt critical
exegesis, an(î for this a fcw basic facts well înastere(l are ail tbat is nlecessary.
Why then oblige men ta putt a great portion af their turne uipon work iii wllicîî
tbey cannot hope ta beconie expert an(l yet iii which anlv expert 0 Iec
gives really satisfactory restults. There are students iri thealagy Wha are
putting the greater part af their time lîpoli the finer (letails af Il elirew all(l
are therefore obligeci ta allow ather wark ta suifer an<l yet iii the majority o
cases these finer (letails will fade froin memary very quickly. Surely thc feel-1ing that much af this time could be mare l)rofitably spent is lot mlispiace(l
There is abundant scope for reading in theolagy ;a splendid liirary is at OU1r
comnan(l and yet unnecessary ami sooII tao lc fargotten detail is takilng a
great (Ica] of turne fromn it. \Vhy shauild we not have more reaffing of I [
brcw with special emphasis uipon its broad literary quali tics as ini the. ]EridlaY
aftcrnaanl class ? \Vbv should not aur aimi in rramimar he te lic aequiiig a
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