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and rewarding his troops. Perhaps a minister of a different tempera-
ment from that of Mr. Gladstone would at once and without further parley
have made a forward movement : safety might have been found in that
bold course ; but bold courses are easily suggested by irresponsible critics,
The only hope now left is the mediation of Germany and Austria, each of
Wwhom must feel that if England were to succumb in the impending struggle
her turn would soon come. Especially must this apprehension be present
to the mind of Austria, whose doom has long been registered as next on the
scroll of destiny to that of the “Sick Man,” The sinister movements of
France, which have fulfilled the anticipations expressed by us when she
suddenly arrested her course of aggression in China, are likely to enhance
German and Austrian fears by portending a still more extensive conflagra-
tion. Bismarck’s sentiments towards England are probably unfriendly ;
he would not be sorry to sce her forces consumed in a struggle which
Wwould weaken and impoverish Russia at the same time. But
the German Emperor is, in the last resort, master of the German
council : he is certainly in favour of peace, and he is believed to
have great personal influence over the Czar. He ought to be able easily
to convince the Czar that the idea of dissipating political dangers at
home by setting the world on fire is no less foolish than it is wicked.
The late Emperor of the French played that game and the deserved result
Was the death of that arch felon in exile. By European war all the revo-
%“tiona,ry fires will be called into play and Nihilism will be the chief gainer
In the end. Arbitration, about which some philosophic Radicals are
b&bbling, is obviously inapplicable to this case, the military or imperial
abettors of Gieneral Komaroff would be bound by no award, and the delay
Wo.uld only give them an opportunity of securing points of vantage. Mr,
Bright shows his wisdom in refusing to attend an arbitration meeting.
Amoflg the difficulties of the situation with which the British Government
has‘to deal must not be overlooked the charactar and habits of the Afghans,
:Who are a collection of wild and predatory clans, brave and not ungenerous
n di‘ﬂPOSition, but fickle and untrustworthy like other barbarians, while
K ?y obey no central rule, the measure of the Ameer’s power over them
being that of hig personal force or influence. To operate against Russia
acr?ss the country of these clansmen and in reliance on the steadiness of
thell‘.friendship is perilous work, In India all looks well, and Russia is
:li‘;:l}kely to be encouraged in aggressive insolence by any s'igns of disojﬁec-
f&themtthat quarter., The wish that there m.ay be no war is perh.aps in us
mOrerh o the thought that peace is still possible ; but we look with .ra,t.her
' opefulness than is generally felt to German and Austrian mediation.

€ Vigorous preparations of England for war and the spirit manifested
WS; €r people will second the efforts of mediators in the most ef.fectual
; éyi) Mr. Gladstone may not be the best man, nor may .his Cabinet be
eﬂpecfmt set .of men, for the crisis ; but his character and his antecedents,
lally with regard to the Russian question, are an assurance to the

n i .
i atl?n and to the world at large that a war into which he goes must be
mevitah)e and just.

ed] A'MERICAN opinion, in the quarrel between Englan(% and Russi‘a, is decid-
tellyulg:1 favour of England. So our correspondents in the Umteo'l Sta'tes
o ‘1_ .T'he tendency of sentiment is less visible in the Pre.ss', wlnch,‘lfke
an io lticians, adheres rather mechanically to the Ant'i-Brmsh trathtlon
Which I}?ore or less influenced by the Irish, tha.n in society, the feeling of
ouny as o-f late years been growing very ku%dly towards the Mot'iher
rom by', Whll‘? to the native American the Irish are as far as possible
is geneelng objects of love or sympathy. The tone, ho.wever, o.f the. .Presfs
showy I];)a“y faf’OUrabIe to England, and an a]most. universal dlsiposmor? is
of the 13' th(? Journals to accept the English and reject thfa Rl%ssmn v'ersu)n
Sort of endjch affair. It may safely be said tha}: Russia will receive no
she att suppor.t,, moral or material, from the American people, and .tl'la,t, if
Privag, em.pts In any way to make their ports the bas? of her cruising or
ery zfﬂ‘lng, international law will be inflexibly put in force ng)ams.:t her.
en wlﬁerent would have been the case fifteen years ago. Russia had
and 311 the hearts of the American people by her chea:p but welcome
o tp;) te professions of sympathy during the Civil an', while the memor};
e Bl.it(.:ontu‘f‘eliOUS treatment which they had received at 'the hands 0
eir 1 tsh aristocracy and of the ravages of the 4labanm still ranklefl in
of the rzalSts' A‘}d now the policy of compensation for the depre.datltz;ls
CiVilw abama ig abundantly vindicated, Now they who, durm.g: dlle
Telation, a:; strove to restrain aristocratic outrage and to preserve frien éy
ow 808 etWee-n the British and the American peo;.)le reap a 1.'10(:1 r:v;f‘n' d
Sa.lisburme Pensl‘,e. reflections might find their way mt(? thfa mlnd 10' or
Dot toq i’ tho leading incendiary of the Southern Club, 1f-hxs lords }xllp vt’ert;
of reyol, l.uch °?°upied in doing fresh mischief by scattering a;?pref (;nslt(.an
Within thm India, and adding, as far as is in his power, the perils of Zaction
© commonwealth to those of war without.

It may be regarded as a redeeming feature of the quarrel with Russia
that it must put an end to the waste of British valour resources and blood
in the Soudan. That ill-starred adventure was never justified by any
settled policy or substantial object, The nation was lured into it by a
heroic but mystical knight-errant who took up a position beyond the
proper line of operations, trusting to his supernatural powers. The Gov-
ernment, in risking an army to rescue him, obeyed a violent burst of
popular emotion, which it took for national opinion, though, if it had stood
firm, the nation might have listened to reason. The passionate desire to
smash the Mahdi has now subsided, or been superseded by a more serious
cause of excitement. With an army of 200,000 men against Russia’s
800,000, England plainly cannot afford to leave troops in Egypt. Her
brave soldiers will be withdrawn, and we may be sure they will gladly
depart from the scene of a warfare at once desperate and ignoble, of
terrible endurances and of barren victories. It is of course desirable that
the withdrawal should take place as quietly and with as little of the aspect
of enforced retreat as possible.  And now mark how the Party system of
government works at a mortal crisis of the nation’s destiny, and how com-
pletely identical the service of a Party is with devotion to the public good.
Sir Stafford Northcote, as leader of the Opposition, espying an opportunity
of embarrassing the Government, rises to declaim upon the importance of
the Egyptian question and to protest against withdrawal. He is willing
to maim his country when she is entering on a struggle for her life, rather
than forego a chance of damaging his political opponent. And he is not a
low demagogue or a ward politician, but a baronet with broad acres and a
long pedigree. What then are we to expect from common partisans ?

T result of the Prince of Wales’s visit to Ireland must be held to
have justified the counsels of Lord Spencer, if it was by him, as is said,
that the step was recommended. It is in accordance with the policy which
has always been advocated by those who had most carefully studied the
character of the Irish people. What the Irish want is not the repeal of
the Union or political innovation of any sort, but kindness, respect, and
sympathy. The road to their allegiance iz through their hearts. It is
If the Queen
could have been induced to spend every alternate summer in Ireland, the
Ivish problem would now be in a much less desperate state.

deplorable that this was not seen and acted upon long ago.

One or two
short sessions of Parliament at Dublin for the special consideration of Irish
questions wouid also have been most useful, at once in guiding legislation
by the light of local knowledge and in appeasing the craving for a
Parliament in College Green. But while the Court has refused to do its
duty and the Government persisted in its false line of political concession,
demagogues and enemies of the realm have been allowed to carry on their
work and they have succeeded too well in souring the Irish heart.  Still
the Prince and Princess as they passed along have almost everywhere
evoked a great breadth of loyalty. The Nationalist policy of silent and
dignified indifference has totally broken, and the Nationalist members of
Parliament have been compelled to go in person and organize riots, which
they have done with a very limited measure of success. Never again can
it be said after what we have seen, that Ireland is a unit or anything like
a unit in favour of separation. Evidently the preponderance of sentiment
is the other way. In the Protestant North especially much good will have
been done. The Government in upholding order with severe impartiality
and restraining Unionist as well as Separationist demonstrations has worn
the appearance of discouraging and almost of repudiating its friends. By
the Radical, whose philosophic and philanthropic aim it is to purchase the
Irish Vote with the dismemberment of the country, hatred and contumely
havo been poured upon the Ulster Protestants whose gallant, staunch and
indomitable loyalty such politicians regard with the best reason as the
main obstacle to the fultilment of their designs, This had gone so far that
foars for the fidelity of the North had begun to be felt by loyal men while
hopes of its secession arose in the breasts of Disunionists. By the Prince’s
visit those fears have been dissipated and those hopes have been confounded.
Alarms about the personal safety of the Prince and his consort we said,
and have all along fels sure, were baseless as far as Feninnism wag con-
cerned. The Royal pair were safer in Ireland than at Sandringham. In
Ircland they are specially guarded by the policy of those whom all the
assassins obey and who know very well that their crime would be the most
frightful of all possible blunders.

GENERAL GrRANT shows the same indomitable tenacity in battling with
the last enemy that he showed in battling with the enemy on the' Ra.pp?‘-
hannoch, and seems determined once more to fight it out on that line if it
takes all summer. But a formidable concensus of physicians pronounce
his malady cancer, cure impossible, and the end not far off, in spite of the
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