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practice of erecting artificial barriers to
prevent the citizens cf the sister colonies

*from interchanging freely the products of
their industries with one another.

As te the projected caille, there seems
to be every reascn for hoping that the Con-
fe rence will give sucli impetus to the enter-
prise as will send it swiftly forward
&Iong the Uines of achievement. The Mother
Land's sympathy and sutstantial aid will
ecarcely be witbheld under an administra-
tion led by Lord R{osebery, especially if the
colonies are found to be heartily agreed, and
eacb ready to do its best ta promote the
scheme.

Though the fast Atlantic service may
not 4eemn ta concerri so directly the people
of Aubtralia and the Cape, the succesa of
the Conference could bardly fail ta give a
powerful impulse ta this projeet, toc, as crie
having a close bearing upon the succesaful
working of the others.

* I information recently received by the
Board of Trade cf this city frcm a carres-

* pondent in New South Wales is published,
to the effect that the merchants cf that
Province are forwarding ta the Boarsi
samples cf wools, butter, honey, tallow,
canned meats, wines, hardwocds for use in
ve-neering and furniture.making, and bard-
wccd blocks for use on railroads. If this
is the answ<r ta the ready question cf the
EcEptics, as te the claks cf ccmnicdities
'which can be profitably interchainged ha-
tween ourselves and our ceusina at the
A ntipedes, it miust ha conf essEd that it doas
net appear at first thougbt se ratisfactory
as could Le wished, seeing that aimeat every

* one cf the articles named,exceptperhaps the
first, belongs te the clas cf which there is, or
ought te ha, a surplus cf Canadien prcduc.
tien. It weuld be a somewhat remarkable
phenomenon should it be fcund profitable
ta interchange such commodities as these
sround haif the circumference cf th.e globe,
Yet we are by ne means preparcd t ay
that sucb a thing is net possible, aesuming
all artificial. barriers te be remo'ved. Should
the thing be preved feasible, the fact wculd
furniBh an effEctive reply te those among
ourseives who depreciate the value of freer
trade relations with our next-door neigli-

heron the grudof tbe similarity in
the preducticrie cf the two countriEs. The
correspcndent in question statem, it is raid,

j as a fact, that the EXPE riment is about te
le tricd in butter by an Ontario merchant,
-wbo ba ordErcd sevEral tbcusand pounda
cf the Australian article for distributicri in
this Province. Sliould it prove cf Euperior
quality te the average cf home manufacture
-a centingcncy wbich, we are sorry ta say,
does net seem impsible-our butter pro.
ducers may bave te lock nct cinly ta their
laurels but ta their intereets in the near

Iti th cncoutbc;cst:zd ar as we do frcm
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ians are centred in the Cenferance, and
that all Australians wiii eagerly-watch its
proceedinge, lecking upon it "las ane cf
the greatest and moat impartant confarencas
in the history of the present generatien."
As the day approaches wa shail, it may be
heped, see evidences cf a similarly keen
intereat in Canada, ta a greater axtent, at
least, than bas yet been apparent.

HORSE-RACING.

Lt bas been sa;d cf Yerkshire, that in that
county, prebabiy horse-racing dated from
the time wben there were twe men and twe
horses. Lt is very likely trua ; but it is
just as iikely te be true of a continent as of a
caunty. ln fact, the boldeat antiquarian
weuld shrink fromn fixing a date fer the
arigin cf this pastime. The domestication
cf the herse is (in the usuai formula)
shraudad in the mista of antiquity : Egyp-
tian .monuments, Greek marbias, Roman
celumns, ail depiot the herse in harneas ; and
ne daubt wherever thera were herses bar-
nessed, thare harse3 were pitted ini the
arena or on the plain. Thessaly, we knew,
prided herseif on ber herses ; and the Arab
bas bean fer centuries tbe thema cf peets-
theugb at present the Arab bas fallen on
avil days, an evil days and evil tangues.

Horae-racing ini England, however, per-
bapa ahl do net knew, dates, as a regular
and systematic sport, only from the times cf
the Stuarta. It was Charles IL whe firat
made Newmarket famous, and, as befitted
the Ilsport cf kinga," ha himeif not Eel-
dom there rode his own herses ; and frem.
his day down ta our cwn it seama that
royalty has3-sometimes more, semetimes
iess-patronized this favouritq pursuit. Wil-
liami cf Orange is known to have staked
twe thousand guineas an a race. Anne
entered herse after horse, bath at New-
market and Ascat. Thaugh the three
Georges did net much peraonally for the
braeding or racing cf herses, yet in thefr
reigna these two important factors in
Englieh lifa received great impetus from
causes net ea3y to trace. Lt was in the
second G30rge's reign that the Jockey Club
was founded. In hie reign toc the Arab
was in high estimation ; and-net ieast
curious or significant fact-many were the
ladies who entered horses in their ewn
names for races. In the third George's
reign were established those fiva great races,
the Derby, the Oaks, the St. Leger, the
Twa Thcusand and the One Thousand
Guineas. In bis reign aise, it was, it must
in justice be added, that that curiaus
appanage ta harse-racing-parhaps as
unavoidable as undasirable-moat easiiy
summed up in the words Ilthe talent," ha.
came first praminent. The fourth George
was an enthusiastie turfite from bis yeuth
upwards. Hie brother William centinued
the royal patronage, but wae net at heart
as ' boraey ' as hie predacesser.
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But it was left-in the wards cf ]gr'

IRobert Black in bis recent bock on IlI" g

Racing in England "-for "lthe reigL Of
Her Most Gracieus Majesty Qaeen Vic-
toria " te see "1the moat wenderful jncre88
in the number, if net the excellence, cf the

race-herses bred, and in the quantity, if 'lo
the quality, cf the,bcrse-racing itself-aPt'h
cf develepment in cemparisen with WbiCb
that cf George III.'s time, wonderful ao it
was, sinks, unleas perbaps as regards the
style cf herses bred, the 1 form ' exhibited,
a-id the sort cf races run, inta abselute l"'
significance." These be streng word8, but
they ha well within the tr uth.

It would he intereating t) seek for the
mare important sources cf this wonderf LI

development. Mr. Black incidentalY n'el"
tiens the facility ef attending races affAd
by the railways as one cf themn *perheP 5

an equally important facter is the two.fOîd
ana cf the spread cf a certain sort cf edo«
cation by which. milliens now read wbere
hundreds reacl bef ore, linkad with the spread

cf the habit cf reading new.3papers. The

amazing increa3e of Ilsperting " papers With-

in the lasttwe decadas seema te orbt

ate tbis. The next beat thing te Beeillg&
race.horse (and than-te 5 0om 5 -bettiog
upon him) is the reading about bima (and th"'
-ta some-betting upen hýim) i and thie
anycrie can now de feor a penny or a cent a d
Undoubtedly, the search fer pleasure tOc '

OL tbe increase ; and if oe is net a Il 8Pert
onaself, apparently ana delights in witn9o'
ing or hearing cf the achievemients cf these
who are-as the truiy terrifying fluflbera.

of professianais in ail Elnes of sport prove.
Abuut horse-racing unfortunately in the

eyes of seme there hangs a cleud. Te at-
tempt te trace the source wbence tbi,3 oet
phorical miasm is axhaled would bg as fl

tile as a similar attempt in the Case o
its atmospherical analogue. But surelY il' 1
net necessary always te view the subje0t
cf horse-racing through this cloud. Graot'
ed there are touts, and black legs, and for
the matter cf that, boekies, ie that ailY os-

sible reasen fer avaiding the racýoeiOrae

La the theatre te ha abj ured LecaOf
the "go de "cheer a vulgar scelle o
soma acters' or actresses' charactela
are net above reproach 1 Are carda teb

untouched and whist eschewed hecause Boole
lese heavily at poker 1 Lt is surelY the
aid question cf use and abuse. WhY sheuîd

the users suff 3r because of abuses f Teoo
otherwise wculd be te argue that 1100e11r
and rectitude were absent from the J00kel
Club-a serious argument in view of itg

hundred and ferty years of existence.

In Teronto racing has cf late years VO

darfully improved. The vary appearafce 0

the Wcodbine at prasent on th. firet 0,

third day cf the May meeting as oenipared
with its appearance an sucli occasions tett

years ago is evidence of this. The rag0

ments are in excellent hands, as the non,"

cf the active members of the On tarioJe y

Club abundantiy testify.


