foy
ex .
Erowty aﬁ’;nxlon, and ample resources
P tha) ggp the question whether that
4 morg ‘lleve & worthy national destiny
oheriqy 3 1O the nature of the ambi-
oy aceusy W8 citizens, the goal to
m
%biney;]to day, than upon all other
Roble lto(;k The People, no matter from
Nys _PPOrtupi; descended, or with what
gk 128 endowed, who judge them-

gﬁﬁmﬂ f“petent OF unworthy to carve out

e ae!}:;:vfor then}selvas, to shape a
yemerge :r :mdestmy.a:ll their own,

; I;.hd ‘;‘:P“&ge. & condition of depend-
Zhel Whole, & hopeful sign of the
G&“&st be eading statesmen of Canada
Mhme attgaun‘ to realize the necessity of
A fiytrg Dtion to the question of the
%ﬁ&od of the country, or whether it

. 3¥¢ a national future. It is

%0 goq Wi::(})lme of them have even got
'ach 5 i some degree of clearness
ver 1, . 2 a8 genuine Canadian loyal-
TN to b‘:“ted, if the hearts of’her
% Mpt. th ﬁl‘ed with the sentiment
,l"lnay bee citizens of other lands, less
% by the hand of Providence,
. M, fo,r :‘l)lmfort, wealth, even if need
R dony o e Bak? o_f their country, the
: orwarg Omlmo.n must be encour-

infiagy to a higher destiny than
tto,::d that‘too at a time not

the y, an object of anticipation

i Unger of the present genera-

or M:)vl;egtetted that even such mer
Gimat aner Laurier, while

o Poasibility of continuing in-
Present colonial relation, still

Wit
o %fo::: breath of the independence
i Md? and approve, provided only
4r enough off in the dim dis-

e t}:
. I""ﬁmt}uns.‘; Upon which our statesmen, of
i “nne:i:u grades, are agreed is in
b o 'on, which they refuse to
! m:re eluphonious term chosen
- . % Political upion. We can
f“pi b;;:;t:, them that absorption in
r he ould be an ignoble ending
of founding another great
But if these loaders would
o closely, especially if they
lc‘::st}flor the time heing at
N, ¢ e younger and native
o i o:yeo"o‘lld hardly fail to see that in
thiy clmnteml‘ung the natural ambi-
: &:o*'l'e of citizens they are doing
.M“BXaﬁoen the forces which are mak-
Roipy Upon t}l:. We should like to press
i 3oy 1® Consideration of Mr. Mills
1 iu;mllf)%n, and even the Gov-
Clanseg of" ~ For the large and in-
™ o t(;:tlzens who were either
Whog, sont; © other side of the At-
g wh ents have bren derived
om .the old land was home
m" v :evleWs and arguments of
ian g oM satisfactory. For all
ws, 72ty and British loyalty are
n indeyﬁ ¢an  contemplate with
®! Nite continuance of the
; ;mls:ake of the political
i Mot in considering the
¥ qg',:::hxs class of citizens, but
Whigy _Tegard to those of the
® miory a '8 constantly becoming
_.uential, and which, in the

litg)

=, Moy,
ey o,
View

tom themselves to look for- .

THE WEEK.

nature of the case, is bound at no distant day
to become the ruling force in Canadian pol-
itics, i.e., if enough of them can be kept in
the country in the meantime. To these citi-
zens Canada, not England or Scotland, is home
and mother land. It would be easy to evoke
from them a genuine patriotic. enthusiasm on
behalf of an independent Canadian nation,
which they can never be made to feel towards
her as a colony, though a colony of the great-
est nation under the sun. To shut up the
hopes and ambitions of such to a continuance
of the present status, or to try to put them off
with shadowy visions of a possible indepen-
dence at some period in the distant future, is
the readiest way in which to crush the budding
germs of Canadian patriotism, and make them
ready either to cross the border themaselves, or
to accept with mdifference or complacency the
{dea of ultimate absorption in the great Amer-
ican republic.

Have our political leaders of either party
sufficiently considered whether any other in-
fluence save that rooted in a natural and noble
ambition on the part of young Canadians to
become members of an independent Canadian
nation, with boundless hopes and possibilities
before it, can permanently check the forces
which are making for annexation? Nothing
can be gained by underrating those forces. We
need not stay to enumerate them, nor do we
care to do so. They spring from local con-
tiguity, from commercial and monetary con-
siderations, from the comparative dearth of
capital and markets for the development of
Canada’s resources. They have no racial an-
tipathies and no radical political differences to
overcome. They derive strength from the fact
that it is almost literally true, as Mr. Laurier
declared in his recent speeches, that there is
no Canadian family which has not at least one
of its members domiciled on the other side of
the line, while the cases are by no means un-
common in which one-half of all its members
are to be found there. It is evident that very
strong counter forces must be invoked to pre-
vent the insidious growth of influences which
would eventually carry the country into the
political union which is even now boldly advo-
cated by a few, and there is reason to fear
secretly approved by others. If our statesmen
are to save the country from the effects of
‘‘the inglorious policy of drift " which is now
carrying it southward, it is time that they were
to the fore with a national policy more power-

ful and attractive than any which has as yet -

been propounded. “Imperial Federation”
has evidently failed as a word to conjure with.
Prolonged colonialism is impossible. What
other force save that of Canadianism can be
relied on in such a crisis?

Why not independence ? Assuming what
no Canadian will deny, that the five millions
of people who now occupy Canadian’ territory
and are accustomed to the largest measure of
home rule, are competent to manage their own
affairs, there are but two quarters from which
objection or difficulty could arise: viz., the
Mother Country and the United States. We
do not suppose that any intelligent Canadian
now believes it possible that Great Britain
would ever attempt by force to retain Canada
as a colony after she had unmistakably ex-
pressed her wish to set up housekeeping on her
own account. Such a thing would be contrary
not only to the express declaration of many fo
England’s representative men, but to the
whole tendency of her modern views and
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‘methods. No Government which should pro-

pose to use force for such a purpose could
exist for a week in the present condition of
British sentiment.

Equally futile, we make bold to believe, is
the bugbear of hostility on the part of the
United States, which some of our leaders
never tire of holding up before us. The Amer-
can Congress and press have their jingoes, as
have other countries, and some of them are
even louder-lunged than those of other coun-
tries, but there is at the heart of the nation a
sentiment of justice and a love of freedom
which would put it beyond the power of the
fiercest jingoes to levy war for the destruction
of the liberties of a kindred American people.
This we believe would be our safeguard even
were we 80 weak as to be uttdrly dependent
upon the forbearance of our powerful neigh-
bour. But the example of the American peo-
ple themselves has'taught us that five millions
of freemen, the peers of any in the world in
courage and manly vigour, “armed in the
sacred cause of freedom,” and aided by great
natural forces ever ready to marshal them-
selves on their side, would be practically in-
vincible. Then, besides all this, as there is
every reason to hope that we should carry
with us from our mother’s household a mother’s
blessing, so there appears no good reason why
we should not lay aside our old time, out-
grown allegiance, but to replace it with an
alliance which might be in some respects even
closer. This idea has, we are aware, been
scouted by some as unattainable. We should
not wish it to be regarded as indispensable, be-
cause we have faith in the ability of Canada to
make her own way. But if Germany and
Austria, and even Germany and Italy can
make a defensive alliance, on what ground
could the right of Great Britain and Canada
to do so be denied? 1t would be by no means
a one-sided arrangement, for in case of a
struggle between Great Britain and Russia,
almost her only possible adversary, our coaling

stations and trans-continental railway would

be of the greatest service to her.
A mistaken notion, as it seems to us, per-
vades some of the speeches which are made

from time to time upon this general subject, °

the notion, viz., that the Americans, as &
nation, are eager for the annexation of Canada.
We venture to affirm that if any of our public
men who so think would travel incognito for a
time in the United States and mingle freely
with all classes of citizens, not only would
that notion be dispelled but they would come
back astonished, if mot chagrined, at the in-
adequate knowledge of Canada and its re-
sources which the average American, not of
Canadian origin, possesses, and of the small-
ness of the place which Canadian affairs oc-
cupy in the thoughts of the great majority.
The fact is that their own country looms so
large in the eyes of most Americans that every
other part of the continent is pretty much
hidden from the range of their vision.

SIR JOHN THOMPSON'S SPEECH.

It is probably not too much to say that all
Oanada listened attentively to the speech
which Sir John Thompson delivered under the
auspices of the Young Men’s Conservative As-
sociation, of Toronto, on Friday evening last.
As the first free public utterance of the new
Premier, it is naturally regarded not simply as
the address of the leader of a great party, bat
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