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her as a colony, though a colony of the great-

est nation under the sun. To shut up the

hopes and ambitions of such to a continuanco
of the prusent status, or to try to put them, off

with shadowy visions of a possible indepen-
dence at some period ini the distant future, is
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germa of Canadian patriotism, and make themr
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Have our polîtical leaders of either party
sufficiently considered whether any other in-

fluence savu that rooted in a natural and noble

ambition on the part of young Canadians to

becomo members of au independent Canadian

nation, with boundless hopes and possibilitios

before it, can pernianently check the forces
wbich are making for annexation'? Nothing

can bu gained by underrating those forces. We

neud riot stay to onumuratu thoni, nor do wu
care to do so. Thuy spring from, local con-

tiguity, from commercial and monetary con-
siderations, fromr the comparative duarth of

capital and markets for the developmont of

Canada's resources. They have no racial an-

tipathies and no radical political. differenes to

ovorcomo. They derive strengtb from the fact

that it in almoat literally true, as Mr. Laurier

deelared in his recent speeches, Lhat there is

no Canadian family which has not at least one

of its members domiciied on the other aide of
the lino, whiie the cases are by no menus un-

comnion in whicb one-haif of ail its menibers

are to ho found thure. It in evident that very

strong counter forces must ho invoked to pro-

vont the insidious growth of influences which
would evontually carry the country into the

political union which is even now boldly advo-

cated by a few, and there is reason to fear

secretly approvod by othors. If our statesmon

are to save, the country from the effeets of

"the inglorious poliey of drift " which is now

carrying it southward, it is timo that they were
to the fore witb a national policy more power-

fui and attractive than any which bas as yet

been propounded. "Imiperial Federation"
bas evidently failed as a word to conjure with.

Prolonged coionialismi is impossible. What

other force save that of Canadiauism eau be

relied on in such a crisis ?
Why ilot indupendenco? Assuming what

no Canadian will dunry, that the five millions
of people Who now occupy Canadian* turritory

and are accustomed to the largest ineasure of

home mile, are competent to manage their own
affaira, there are but two quartors; fromr which

objection or difficulty could arise. viz., the

Mothei Country and the United Statea. We

do iiot suppose that any intelligent Canadian

now believes it possible that Great Britain
would over attempt by force to retain Canada

as a colony after she had unmistakably ex-

pressed her wish to set up housekeeping on her

own account. Sucb a tbing would bu contrary
not only to the express declaration of many f0

England's representativu men, but to the
whole tendency of ber modern viows and

methods. No Government which should pro-

pose to use force for such a purpose could

exist for a week in the presse condition of

British sentiment.
Equally futile, we make bold to believe, is

the bugbear of hostility on the part of the

United States, which some of our leaders

nover tire of holding up bef ore us. The Amer-

can Congrea and press bave their jingoes, as

have other countries. and smre of threur are

even louder-lunged than those of other coun-

tries, but there is at the heart of the nation a

sentiment of justice and a love of freedomn

which would put it buyond the power of the

fiercest jingoos to levy war for the destruction

of the liberties of a kindred Arnerican people.

This we believe would be our safeguard even

were we s0 weak as to bc utttrly dependent

upon the forbearance of our powerf ni neigh-

bour. But the exampie of the American peo-

pie themseives lias' taught us that five millions

of freemen, the peers of any in the world in

courage and inaniy vigour, "armed in the

sacred cause of freedorn," and aided by great,

natural force: ever ready to marshal theni-

selves on their side, would ho practically in-

vincible. Thon, humides ail this, as theru is

every reason to hope that we should carry

witb us from our mother's houseboid a mother's

blessing, so there appears 'lu guod reason why

wo shouid not iay amide our old time, out-

grown allegiance, but to replace it with an

alliance which. might be in nome respects even
dloser. This idea han, we are aware, been
scouted. by some as unattainable. We should
not wish it to be rogarded as indispensable, be-
cause wu have faith in the ability of Canada to
make her own way. But if Germany and
Austria, and even Germany and Italy can
make a defunsive alliance, on wbat ground
could the right of Great Britaii and Canada
to do so ho denied? It would bu by no moans
a one-sided arrangement, for in case of a
struggle between Great Britain and Ruusia,
almost ber oniy possible adversary, our coaling
stations and trans-continental railway wouid
bu of the greatest service to her.

A rnistakon notion, as it, seema to us, per-
vades someu of the speeches which. are made
fromr timo to tume upon this general subject,
the notion, viz., that t4r Americana, as a

nation, are eager for the annexation of Canada.

We venture to affirmn that if any of our public

mon Who so think would travel incognito for a
timo in the United States and mîngle freely
with ail classes of citizens, not only would
that notion be dispelled but they would corne
back astonished, if not chsgrined, at the in-
adequate knowludge of Canada and its ro-
sources wbich the average American, not of
Canadian origin, possesus, and of tire amali-
noss of the place which Canadian affaira oc-
cupy in the thonghts of the great majority.
The fact is that their own country bonis so
large in the eyes of mont Americans that every
other part of the continent is prutty much
hiddon froun the range of their vision.

SIR JOHN THOMPSON'S SPEECH.

It is probably not too much to say that ail

Canada iistened attentively to the speech

which, Sir John Thonipson delivered under thî.

auspices of the Young Men's Conservative As-

sociation, of Toronto, on Friday evoning iast.

As the first free public utteranco of the new

Premier, it is naturally regarded not simply as

the address of the leader of a great party, but
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