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Now the Nightingale, thougli certainly a plainly-feathered
bird, is flot to be compared in the way of plumage witl
either a peacock or an ange], except by the extravagant
etrains of poetic intoxication.

.It is about the size of a canary. The head and haci
18 Of a pale fulvous colour, with a sprinkling of green ; its
tait is of a duli red-hence the Italian rosignuolo and
1Prench rossignol. The belly is whitish-grey, and the
breast, throat, and under the wings are darker with a tint

of, green. Simonides uses the epithet l'green-necked I
rnigbtingales. Hesiod bas it Il neck-streaked nightin-
gale.> Looked at from an ordinary distance the bird
appears of a ruddy brown appearance, by no means
attractive.

Opposed to Dunbar's extravagance is Fenton's error in
the ather direction :

But the poor nightingale in mnean attire
Is made chief warbler of the woodiand choir.

The Plumage of the nightingale, though flot conspicuous,
's by no means mean. Probably Dunbar had never seen
the bird except in print, and so bas given us one of
those second-hand descriptions which are the second-hand
clothes of literature, and seldom. fit.

This was probabiy a paetîc license taken by the ebul-
lient tbought of the moment for verbal adornment, and is
Pardonable ; but other poets have attributod sucb abnor-
uial conduct and qualities to the bird as would astonish
and shock it, could it but understand.

Frorn Pensburst to Palestine most of the poets have
'nade the nocie canens gallus of the female sex, a tribute
Perhaps to the fair ladies for wbose delighit the bird was
"0 often invoked; but, of course, utterly untrue. Tbe
IXiale bird is invariably the singer, and the reasons for bis
8Ofg are simple and common to ail songsters : the calling
ýud wooing of lis love ; tbe invitation to marriage ; the
'uciting to nest-building, and tbe necessary encourage
trient of bis mate during the patient period of incubation.
1J'nder ail these varying circumstances my lady Nigbtin.
gale, whom liood bas called Ilthe sweet and plaintive
8appho of tbe del1," is discreetly and properly silent-or, at
the nMost, merely utters a few untmusical notes 110W and

al&n, probably in reproof of bier better half's apparent
lziness, after the manner of bier sex. Nevt.rtheless, most

of the poets make the fernale to sine, ; the Earl of Surrey,
teading the way among Englisb sonneteers in "lA Descrip-
tiOn of Spring," as foltows--

The nightingaie with featherg new .she 'dings.
Stranigely enougb, Mallet, a forgotten poet, bas made tbe
Ilighti11 gal0 of the mate sex, but by a curious transposition
of tb, error cails tbe cock-bird I>hilo?)bela.

.The bird sings at uts best for some weeks af ter return-
ilg ta En-land fraom bis winter residence in Asia Minor or,
Africa. ù e cornes back (in fine featbor, as Surrey notices)
a few days-not sorne weeks, as the sonneteor avers-in
adivance of his mate, a scientific fact common to most
'ni iratory birds. This incident in the ngtingale's career
has, been turned to poetic advantage by Chartes Tennyson
Tuarner in the foltowing sonnet :

NIGIITINGALES.
What spirit l1oves the quiring nightingales
To utter forth tlîoir notes so g,,ft anîd clear?
Wlhat purport hiath their înu,ýic, which prevails
At inidnight, thrilling ail the darken'd air?
'Tig gai,!, soine wecks hefore the hen-birds land
tTpon our shores, tijeir ttnneftii mates appoar;

An, ,i that si)ace. i y ho1 'e and sorr,,w qpanîî',
Their sweetemt inei,,,ie,, 'tis omurs to hear
And is it go ? for colace tiii tlîey mîeet,
I)oes this inost perfect choîrus, charni the grîîve,
D)o these wviid voices, round ine and aiove,
0f ainoroug forethought and condoience treat?
Well nîay such laye b)e sweetegt of the 4weet,
That amti to fill thie intervais of lov e

Cowper wrote sorie verses, "lTo the Nightingale
hihthe author hoard sing on New Yoar's Day, 1792."
hSwas a most unusual season for sucb a performance,

411d) as w e gather fromi the poemi tbat the bird was not a
Captive, tbe winter mus, bave been a very open one ; but
4110ch a statement of fact from so respectable an autbority
e5Iinot be disputed.

lu England the bird begins to sing about the middte of
''P1'il and stops about the nmiddle of June, facts wbicb are
b'autjfulJy. rocorded by Shakespeare in bis lO2nd sonnet

As l'hiloinei in summer's front doth sing,

Ani 4tops her pipe ingrowth of ister dayc.
Pi(Mlalso stops bier pipe for reasans quite unknown

1tiring tbe periad of Sang, and it is the ill-Iuck of many
'-even wboen the locality of the bird is exactly known-
to li disappointed, nigbî aftor nigbt, af the expocted song.

Uhrles Tennyson Turner appears ta have gane on sucb
tuitlems errand on the nigbt of saine 3lst May, but bie

'1rned bis "Ifrustrate bope " into a sonnet, entitled

NO NIGHLTINGALF.S, OR COMPENSATION.
Long timne 1 waited for the nightingale,
Bei ool'd hy that dumnb coppice; tili the dove
And finchi descrîed ine watching in the grove,
Poor client of the darknesg, Nvorn and paie;
But oh !how often b,, our fruc-trate hope
Exchanged hy Heaven foi, unexpected inirth!
Though haulk'd and sleepiess, yet I couid not inope
'Mid the fuii matins oîf the awaken'd earth
Bold chanticleer, aiighting fromn hie perch,
" The night hirds play thee faise,"l he gaid- and crow'd
" Welcome t,) truth and day ?"I The lark ui)rode
And caroll'd. Thug, amid iny weary search
For gong in howers of silence, june wa8 born,
And tuneless night exchanged for choral norn.

A .nother error is made for poetical effect by suggesting
thadness about the Nigbtingale's Sang. Drummnond hasr~
tlfOllowing couplet in a sonnet :

The Bird, as if îny questions did ber move,
XVitlî rmin ig O)' f,>rth, Inlove I la-e
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ýd Tbe impression produced is untrue. His aId compatrial,
h King James the First, in bis pootical " Description of
it His Prison Gardon," had long before sung ai

The littie sweete nigbtingale.
And Remi Belleau, in the next century, bas the fallowing
lavely ittte verse :
d Le gentil rossignoiet,

0 Doucelet,
t Découpe, dessous l'ombrage,

Mille fredomis babillards,
Frétiliards,

An doux chant de son ramage.
Earty in tbe luth century B.C., ArisLophane, produced

s bis play, Il The Birds," in which the nighting.si is thus
reierred ta

0 Jupiter! the dear, deiicio,,s bird
With wiat a lovely tone sue ewelcs and flu,,
Sweetening the wiidernege with lelicate air.

The nightingale's sang is not a inelancholy anc. lHt
does flot lean bis breast against a tborn and thon bitterty
complain ta bis lave ai such suicidai conduct, as we are

f informed by many old popts, vide Sir Arthur Gorges in a
1 sonnet pubtîsbed 1612 :

So singe sweet I'hiomeii against the sharpe.

Suchbeboaviaur may be a pootical requiremnent, and by
3 same it may even be cansidered as a pootical einbellisb-
S ment ; but it woutd ho as absurd as a nightingale singing
L ta bis mate ai bis baving recently seen a buman seronader,

wba detiberately impaled himacli an a gardon railing and
warbled forth "lStars of tîhe sumuner night,'> every evoning
aiter dark.

Coleridge sets this matter rigbt in a Il Canversatianat
Pocin " thus:

A melancholy bird! Oh! iIliethîought!
In natuîre tiiore is nitiing îoeianchoi.y.

But.oe îight-wanulering moan wiîîse lieart wae pierecd
With the reieî,branee of a grievous wronlg,
Or slow distcioper, or neglecteil love,
(And co, pool wretch! filie, l htiiîîgswitlî iiinself.
And nîade ail gentie eî,,îîdc tell back tue taie
Of hie own corrow> lie, and sud> as lie,
Finit naoîcd tiiese notes a îîîelaîîchi'y strai'u.
And îoaîy a î,,et echiieq the conceit.

Chartes Tennyson Turner bas ecbocd it ant i gven a very
praper explanatian.

TO TVIE NIGIITINCALE.
0 honey-throated wvîriîier oîf the gruve!
'ihat iîî the glooiîg wooiiand art su lîroîmî
Of answering tlîy cweet muites in soit or loud,
''lion doct uîot ,,wn a note we duo nt iloveo
'The nî,on is Lier tiîee, iaying ont tue lawîî
I n ighty eiîaiowve lt the western skies
Are kept asvake, to sec the sun arise,
Thouigh carti> aîid ieaven w,,uli fain puît iack the la uvî.
WVilie, wanderiîug for tue dreaîîîs sud> ceamons give,
Witii inelY stops, and îoaîy a î,autie letwesn,
'Thlover listenï.,t,, thy songs uînceeîî;
Ani if, at times, the pure notes seeu» tii grieve,
WVhy Io ! lie weeî,e hinîseif, and miuet believe
That sorrow ie a part of what thcy niean.

bbe nigbtingale, it nay be remarked, bas anly ane umate,
and hoe doos flot answer bier, but kecps uap an almost inces-
saut sang. Virgil bas "lQualis populea morens Phbilomela
sub umrn'a,>' etc. ; but as Jahn Burrouughs remarks :"lTa
tbe melancbaly poot she is nelancboly, and to the cheerful
she is cheerful. Shakespeare in ofne ai bis sonnets speaks
ai bier sang as mourniul, wbile Martial cais lier the ' mast
garrulous ' ai birds." Old Joan Passerat says

Entends les oiseauîx jargonner
De leur rainage.

Mais tconutecnie coesr toîus
Le rossignol est le pluie doux.

Saine poets bave made the bird sing overy night ; but
there is no perpetual motion in the niglitingale's tbroat.
Ttiere are turnes wben hie is flot melodiously iîîclinod. 'Ho
wauld fat beel musical if bie did nat feol well, or wbîlst hoe
was moulting, and birds, like other bipeds, may sometimes
bave their blue fits or brawn studios, wben sotfoggios are
ont ai the question.

Aiter the yaung are hatcbed his sang becames "llike
sweet belle jangted, out ai tune and barsb." If persans
approacb the nest lho will pursue thein along the hedge
witb notes suggestive ai any bird but a nigbtingale. Yet
if by itt chanze the moesy nest and otive-tinted eggs are
destroyed, hoe sings again as melodiausly as before, inciting
bis mate ta bud the home anew and batcb another broad.
The real and practical episodes in the lufe ai the nightin-
gale are all omitted in the poetical descriptions and as a
matter ai fact a manuiactured caricature is put in bis place,
witbout regard ta sex, place ar feelings. Nightingales
can ho reared iroin the eggs by other birds and, if
they survive the firet period ai mautting, can ho kept in
captivity, wben in due turne they witl break into sang.
Their nosts, however, are as a rate difficult ta flnd, boing
bidden away in hally buebes and the tbickets ai woads.
Charles Tennyson Turner, wha had a special tove for the
bird, reared saine nightingales in theaopen and was rewarded
by their roturning ta the tocality in aiter years. As the
nightingate is very choice and exact in its tocalty euch a
fact was exceedingly gratifying. Recentty a nightingale
located near the entrance ai a raitway tunnel outside the
town ai Lincoln, and drew hundreds ai people nigbtty ta
bear ts sang ini the unwanted place. Tennyson burner's
sonnet reads thus :

A caLONY 0F NIGHTINGALES.

I Placed the mute eggs of the Nightingale
In the warrn nest, beneath a hroodiîîg thrush
Andi waîted long, to catch the eaniest gush
0f the new wood-notes, in our norther'>'vade;
And, as with oye and ear I pash'd mny search,
Their sudden music came as sweet to m0e,As the first organ-tone to Holy Church,
Fresh iroin the Angel and St. Ceci ;And, year by year, the warblers stiri returoi
Froin the fan south, and bring us hack their song,
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Chanting their joy our sumîîîer groves aniong,
A tune the mierle and goldfiniî li not iearn;
Whiie tlhe poor thrush, that hatciî'd tiien,, listen., near,

Nor knowg the rival choir she settied here!
This sonnet is in tho autbor's best mannur and exhibits

g tbe pensive sweetness and sympathetic character of bis
nature.

Another fallacy is that the bird only sings at nigbt.
HIe is a day.singer as well, but is beard ta less advantage
amang the chorus of thq liglit than wbon hbe appears as tlic
saloist af the evening; tben bis solitary song, thoughi
sweet, produces ta many a nielancboly impression. PoetH
have mixed up the natural and tbe claHsical nightingale
until tbey bave evalvod a most unnatural and unelassical
bybrid of pootically pretty, but scientilicilly absorît, pro-
portions. The story af King Pandion's daugbters mnay be
briefly told in explanatian. Tbrous, King of Thracian

e Daulis, loved Philomela ; but if return for bellicose assis.
tance rendered was rewarded witlb her sister Procne in

*marriage. Determined ta obtain bis first and only love,
1 Tereus pretended Procne was dead ani married Philo.

roula. Wbon the latter discovercd the bigamnous fraud
Tereus cut bier tangue out ta prevent the truth hucoining
knawn ; but waman's wit prevailed and Philoinel s-nt a
robe ta ber sister whereon the sad story was told. l'bic
furious sisters killed Itys, the son of Procne and Tereus,
and served him up at bis father's table. Torens ate bis

* eir, but the gods punished the revaltitig crime. 'Tle usual
transformation scene occurred-bercus became ont awl,

> Itys a pheasant, Pandion an osprey, Provne a swallaw,
and Phitamela a nightingale.

Such is tbe myth that ban interwovon itsolf witb the
real nature and habits of the nigbîingale until, after cens-
turies af repeated error and addcd imagination, thoelîird
bas becomne a strange fowl, indeed. Wtîen the poet makes
the bon-bird sing, despite Nature's ordering, it is IPhilo-
mela in metamarpbosis. Whien tbey turn the really sweet
and glad sang ia a sad complaint, it is a remiiniscerîciu of
King Pandian's daughter's trouble. In " As it feoîl upon
a Day,'> Shakespeare even hints theonine cf the false
,.ureus :

Fie, fie, fie ; n,,w woliiiishe erg
-l',eei, t,,,,, '' "by andl hy.

Granting, thon, that tbe pau3ts have the righit to recon-
struct the nightingale for tbeir special purpases, andt
altowîng thcm att the latitude tbey require, let us glane'
at a few of tihe sonnets addressod ta tbe bird that Iibas
deligbted tbe sons of sang from Provençe ta I>ersia.
The Scottisti Petrarch leads the way in bis quaint andl
quiet philosophical style.

'lO A NIGHT'INGALE.
fiweet liril, thtsn's wyte eariy h,îiirs,
(f winters past or cîluing, viid of care,

Wolf pieased with deliihts which iceseot aie,
F~air ceamons, hodîiing sprays, c weet-sineilj ig lowoîs
To rocks, t,, eprings, to nuei, iriîii leaf.y 1boWters
T1hou thy Creatiir'c goiiiesq di.i ieclare,
Andi what dear gifte On thee lie iiict nt pare,
A tain to humna, ceuse in c;iii that liiwers.
What sociiiîCa» o >sieck whiclî by tiiy iclgs,
Attiredin ii weetness, eweetli4 jent drivcii
Qiite t,, forget Eiartiî's tîîrmis, cuites andi wronigs,
And lit a revereîîd eye andi thoîîgit to heaven
Sweet artiecs ogter, thon iny midd iliit ise
Tii aires of epheres, yes, and! t,, angeis'iay-;.

This is ane of Drummond's best sonnets, and it bas
received much praise froin mast critics. Natban Drake
catIs it Il a strain ai baltawed gratitude which 5001fl5
worthy af ascending ta the throne of tîcaven."

ibere is certainly no metancboly nate recordod, anti if
is probabte that Drummond wrote it on or nfter lieariuig
the bird sing, in spite ai the fact that it doos nat visit Scot-
land. Ho may bave listened ta it in England, or perbaps ini
France, where lio resided an mare than anc occasion, andl
in whicb country it bas been a cammon abject of poetie
address, ever since the Troubadaurs sang af le rossinolet
salvatge. There is a passage in Walttn's Il Compleat
Angler "(1653) that bias been paralleled with tbis son-
net, viz. Il But the Nightingale (anathor ai my Airy
Creatures) breathes sucb sweet foud musick out of lier littte
instrumentalthtraat, thai it migbt make mankind totîiink
Miracles are nat ceased. Hie tbat at midnight (wbon the
very tabauier sleeps securely) sbauld bear (as I bave very
ai ten) the clear airs, tbe sweet descants, the natural rising
and fatling, the redoubting and redoubling af fier voîce,
migbt well be Iifted above eartb, and say : Lord, wbat
-Musick hast Tbau provided far the, Saints in Ileaven,
wben Thou affordest bad mon such musick on Earth ? "

Old Isaac has cammnitted the error of attributiîîg the
sang ta the female bird; but bie writes truly af ius won-
derful swoetness.

David Main says "This sonnet is partly an echaoi
Petrarca's 317tb 1 Vago augeletto, etc., linos 10-14
but I failtot find it." The trend af tbaugblt is ontirely
different. Petrarcb camptains sadly ; Drummond hopes
cbeerfuly. It requires more than more critical skill ta
determine the influence ai ane poemn on another ; the eclîc
ia more often betrayed by the tone and sentiment tban by
the mere verbal simitarity, wbich May often acciîlcntl y
coceur in addressing the samne abject. SAIR1TA

TaiE present difficulty, amaunting ai ten to impassibility,
in the way ai the peasants in Russia attending mass lias
been averconie ini those sparsely inbabited tracts ai country
wbich are crassed by a railway by tbe novelty ai introduc-
ing a travelling churcb capable of seating seventy persans
and periorming parochial duties at several stations during
the day.


