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ALTHOUGH Professor Piazzi Smythb las, tlirough old tl

age, been obliged to resign bis post o! Astronomen Royal al

for Scotland, he bas been liard at work revising hie famous tl

book IlOur Inliciitance in tic Great Pyramide" tic fourti r(

edition o! wiici has juet run out. S

"IN thc matter of weigbt," witcs a London gossi*p- ri

picker, "lLord Salisbury undoubtediy bas it. Hec stood on

a machine this wcek while tic Prince o! Wales iooked ori,3

and tic record gave 230 pounde. Mn. Gladstone'e wightv

is only a littie more than 160 pounde."c

IN ber lecture on "Tic Literature and Religion o!

Ancient Egypt" at Ciickcning Hall, New York, last

Friday eveniug, Miss Edwards eaid that the poetry o! tic

Egyptians, aithougli ingulanly regardlese o! nhyme and t

metre, like Walt Whitman'e verse to-day, je truc poetry t

o! a higi order.

Is it tic fact that a new secte the Elsmenites, je to

arise, as the tandard puate it, toelic the followers o! an

apostle wbo existe only in fiction î If so, tic movement

will afford an intenesting study to men like Professon Max

Müller, wbo are fond of pryîng into the origine o! nligious

faithe.

MR. JUSTIN H. MCCARTHX' is at work uapon a poetic

drama o! tic Viking tume, tie subjcct o! wici, taken

froni the old Icelandic Laxdola Saga, je tic saine as that

o! Wmn. Morris's "lLoyers o! Gudrun." Mn. M.-Cartliy is

a son o! Mn. Justin McCartby, M.P., who viited Canada

somne yeare ago.

A REPORT to the Dominion Parliament aileges tiat

laet year 31,000 pensons wbo had been for a tume sttied

in tic United States returned to remain in Canada.

Auetnalia and the Angentitie Republic are now tic most

formidable competitors for emigrants whici Canada bas to

contend witb in Europe.

Miss AGNEe DuHAMEL, o! Ottawa, niece o! Hie Grace,

Arcibisbop Duhamel, wio bas been tudying in tic Royal

Coneervatory o! Music, in Paris, bas passed a very credit-

able examination in that institution. Sic got firet prize

in declamatior. and voice culture. Sic will probably finish

ber course in Milan, Italy.

IN Mre. Fawcett's delightful little volume, "lSome

Eminent Women o! Our Times," juet publiehed hy tie

Macmillans, tiere are biographies o! a dozen Englisi

women o! international rpputation. O! these, seven neyer

manied, and tirce o! the rumaining five did not marry

until in tie neigibouriood o! forty.

UNDER the title "lRobent Browning : Personalia,"

Messrs. Hougiton, Mifflin and Co. will sown publisi a little

book by Edm-nund Gosse, tic well.known Englisi writer.

It will contain a notable article printed in tic Century

some years ago, Mn. Gosse'e recent paper in the New

Review, witi prc!atory matter and an epilogue, with a

poem by Mn. Browning neyer printed.

ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS and Rev. Herbent D. Wand

bave coliaborated in a novel whicb Hougliton, Miffin and

Co. will publisi shortly. t is entitled "lTic Master o! tic

Magiciane," and deals witi court life in Babylon six bun-

dred yeare befone Christ. Tic prophet Daniel is tic hero,

and tic royal personages, the life and custome o! tic time,

tic confliot between poiytheism and tic Jewieh religion,

are figures and elements in a striking love story.

"'OYSTER CULTURE" by tic Marquis o! Lorne, witi

illustrations by Pnincees Louise, ie, penbape, tic moet

noticcable o! tic contents o! Good Words. Tic visit

described to tic oyster nurserie o! Arcachion is very

iutcreeting, and tic information tiat 200,000 people get

their living in France in connection witi tuis and similar

nurseries, obtaîning also fair wagee, is a trong recom-

mendation to tic Marquis' plea for tic encouraging o! tic

industry on Britishi shores.

IN the April Attantie, Dr. Holmes, in IlOver tic Tea-

cupe," discueeing modern realieni, eays that the additions

wiici have been made by it "lto tic territory o! literature,

consiet largely in ewampy, malarioue, ill-smelling patches

o! soil whicli iad previouely been le! t to reptile and

vermin." After folling foul o! a romance wiich has

been lately quoted by a brother-aution as "la work o!

austene morality," lie says: "'Leave the descriptions o!

tic drains and cesspools to ticeliygicnic epecialiet, and tic

detaile o! tic laundry to tic wasierwoman."

Mn. ROBERT Louis STEVENSON and bis wi!e and stcp-

son bave arivcd at Apia, Samoa, froni tic Line Islande.

A correspondent o! the New Zealand Ilerald says : IlMns.

Stevenson and ber son, I understand, go to Sydney by tic

Lubeck, but we are likely to have Mn. Stevenson witi us

for a inonti or so longer. H1e seeme to bave tnuck quite

a ici vein in some o! tic islande lic bas viitcd. These

islande are the last resot o! many o! tic deepenate char-

actera that have tamped thein peraonality on Pacific

island iistory. I believe lic las had a tirring timc among

sBome o! the old beacicombers eheltered there."

FIDELIS writee: Kindly correct two or tiree errata

wici have crcpt into the article in laet issue, cntitled

IlTic Murder Microbe." Tic firet is o! most conecquence,

as it conveye a ens-if suci it can lie calld-dircctly

oppogite to tic intended mcaning. (1) At tic close o! tic

third paragraphe, for "ltic altnuism whicb bas icen lowly

cooling," etc., read Ilthe altruism wiicb bas been slowly

evolving througb ages of moral growtb." (2) At the lie-

ginning o! the next paragraphe for ilthis malignant nidue,"

read "Il a congenial nidus." (3) Tic quotation from

Alfred Russelîl Wallace siould not end whene it seeme to

do. The quotation marks uhould have been carried on to

the line of Tennyson whicb ends it. Dr. Wallace repudi-
ates, lîke many other evolutioniets, the materialistic belie!,

the effecte of which he so vividly describes, and ail who

espect his lifelong devotion to science rejoice that he doe

o. (4) For Ilexcees of crime," near the end of the article,

read " access of crime."

TUE New York Catholie Review, in its review of

MJr. O'Hagan's volume of poeme, Il A Gate of Flowers,"

which appeans in ite last issue, lias the folo .ving

compimentary estimate o! the autbor's gifts: " Mr.

Yliagan lias been before the public for some years, and

bas won for himef an enviable pla~ce in the temple o! tie

Muoses. Hie verse is flowing and musical, in fact its

greatest fault is its tendency to weaken a strong idea for

the sake o! a melodious phrase or rhyme. In.this volume

the twenty-flve poems are fairly indicative of Mr.

O'Hagan's poetic ability, which. je far above the average.

The tone o! the poem ie, perbaps, too melancholy, thougli

this je really tic fault o! a poetic soul ; for the deep

insight which. poets have into the thinge tiat are is apt to

sadden their expression. Young poets should resiet this

feeling of melancholy, for we go to the muse to be cbeered

ratier than saddened. Tic moet dignified poems in the

book are the poems on different occasions, sncb as those

read at Moore's centenary and the College commemora-
tione.",

READJNGS FROM OURRENT LITERA TURE

TWO STATESMEN.

ONE in England served his Queen,
The people called him IlDizzy,"

So much work had he to do
That lie wae very busy.

Busy Dizzy.

One worked liard for IlFatherland,"
Old IlBlood-and-Iron " I"Bizzy"

A ruler new came to the throne
And made the warrior dizzy.

Dizzy Bizzy.

The British Sphinx is dead and gone,
The Chancellor bas resigned,

And two sucob men as Diz and Biz
Full a-rarely shahl we find. -Almerica.

TUE AGONIES 0F COMPOSITION.

DicKENs, whcn lie intended to write a Christmas

etory, shut himeel! up for six weeks, living like a liermit,

and came out looking as bagygard as a murderer. Balzac,

after heoliad thought out thoroughly one o! bis philosoph-

ical romances, and amaseed. bis materiale in a most labor-

ious manner, retired to bis study, and !rom that time until

hie book went to press, society saw him no more. When

lie appeared ag-ain among bis friende, he looked, eaîd hie

publieher, in thc popular phrase, like hie own giost. The

manuscript was afterwards altered and copied, when it

passed into tic bande of the printer, from wbose slips the

book was rewritten for the third tume. Again it went into

the bande o! the printer-two, thnee, and sometimes four

separate proofs being requined before the author's leave

could ho got to eend the pcrpetuaily rewrîtten book to

press, and to have donc witi it. H1e was literaily tic

terror o! all printers and editore. Tennyson is reportcd

to have wnitten " Corne into the garden, Maud," more than

fifty times over befone it pleased him ; and Il Locksley

Hall," tic firet draf t o! which was written in two <laye,

lie epent the botter part o! six wccks, for cigit boure a

day, in altering and polishing.-A nswers.

MASSACRE 0F CIIINESE IN FORMOSA.

TUEF laet mail from China bninge newe o! tic massacre

o! a force o! Chinese troope in Soutiern Formosa by tie

aborigilles now in revoit tiere. Thc natives, or savages

as tiey are called, aided, it is said, by a number o! bal!-

castes, planned an ambuscade. Putting on their sandals

revcreed tbey made a number o! tracks connectcd witi s

particular spot. Meseengers werc tien dispatcied te tie

neareet Chinese post with newe o! an outbreak and ani

appeal for assistance. The troope went out, tic commnand

ing officers, it is said, being considcrably in tic rear.

'pretcnded sufferers by tic raid appeared !rom time tc

time. On rcaching tic tracke thc soldicre followed tlcc

up and feil into the trap, when ail but a vcry few wer(

killed. Out o! 200 which. le!t tic pomt only ton ecaped

Lt is reportcd that, for tic first tume in tic history o! For

mosia, ali tic aboriginal tribes arc banded togrethen and aci

on an organizcd systcm. Thus tic cigiteen tribes oý

Biotane in tic souti, numbering about 5,000 warniore

1were conccrned in thie ambusi. Sbortly a! ter tic disastci

tic Chinese issued proclamations offering ton dollars rewar(

for the roturn o! ecdio! tic guns lost on tic occasion
1and subsequently tic Chinese general began negotiatione

in wiici lic was greatly hampered by tic bad faiti eiowî

o n many previoue occasions to tic natives. At last, ýan(

witi many precautione on the part o! tic latter, a rneetinj

was arranged, and a peace was patcbcd up for tic tiine bj

1means o! large presents and langer promises te tic chiefe

Tic paet is to be forgotten, and the savages anc to ]ive oi

1terme o! !riendsiip with their Obinese neigibours. Fron

sutbsequent information, owever, it appeas that tic dis

tunbances in tic souti o! tic island have broken out witl

more violece tian before.

AuSTRALIA is like]y before inany years to have no
kangaroos except in its museums. From the reports of

the varjous stock inspectors, it was estirnated that in 1887

there were 1,881,000 kangaroos, but in 1888 this number

fell to 1,170,000. The chief objection to the adoption of

measures for the effectuai protection of the marsupial is

bis vigorous appetite. One kangaroo is said to consume

as mucli grass as six sheep, a fact to which sheep farmers

are painfully alive. Lt is curious to learn, however, that

if the kangaroo is likely to be exterminated, a new intro-

duction, the wild buffailo, has found a home <in the plains

of Northern Australia, where it is now to be met with in

vast herds. These animais, which are said te be of extra-

ordinary size, and to possess splendid homes, are, apparentiy,

the descendants of the first buffaloes which were landed at

Port Essington, in North Ausiialia, about the year 1829.

THE GRAVE OF CHARLES LAMB.

A VISIT to Charles Lamb'e Grave, in the Edmonton

Churchyard, is described by Benjamin Ellis Martin, who

eays in the April Scribner : IlThe obscurity and desolation

of the grave-the sliocking structure which dominates it,

of the stone-mason order of architecture, well-cared for,

and which aggresfively commemo 'ates one 1'Gideon Rippon,

of the Eagle Huse, Edmonton, and o! the Bank of

England,'-ail this is typical of the relation borne by

literature to Soci ty, and to Respectability in England.

These combined cohorts don't kno r, and don't want to

know, about the burial-place of their only Charles Lamb ;

but they do due revet e ce,' with naïve and unconscious

vulgarity, to the me nory of ti e bassk-official who kept

Books or handled Money. Lamb himseif, with bis large

sense of the ludicrous and bis smail sense of the decorous,

would be tickled by the harmony between this state of

affaire and bis whole life. To the grave come pilgrime

f rom the other side of the ocean, and sonietimes the Blue

Coat boys in semall groupe."

HOW THE BOOMERANG IS MADE.

Tîîîs curious and unique weapon, about whicb, so much

has been written and so littie is really known, je a curved

piece of wsood, sligbtly conNex on one e.de and nearly flat

on the other. Lt is cut f rom a natural bend or root of a

tree, the hardeet and heavir it wood being alwaye eeiected,

and its curve followe the grain of the wood. Thue it will

vary f rom a elight curý e to nearly a riglit angle ; no two

ever being the eau- e shape. Lt is about three-eigbtbs of an

inch tbick, and !rom two to three inches3 wide, tapering

1toward the ends, which are eithe - round or pointed. The

edge is sbarpened ail round, an(; the length varies from,

fifteen inches to th.ee and a bal! feet. This is the shape

of the boomerang' but the secret of its peculiar fliglit is te

be found not se mucli in its geneWa form as in its surface.

This, on examination is fonnd to be elightly waving and

broken up by various angles. These angles balance and

counterbalance ocd other ; somne, by causing dîfferences in

the pressure o! air on certain parte, give eteadineas of

flight and firmness ; others gix e buoyancy, and each bas

3generally to be determi, cd practically by expenimental

)throwing. Some boo.nelangs appear to be mere -dented

ror crookcd sticks ; but they are rcally implemente which

sorne black man lias whittlcd and scraped tili these dents

)or angleq have been properly adjusted according to the

aboomerang princip'e. 1 believe it is possible to make a

1boomerang by exact mathematicai calculation ; but yet 1

b ave neyer seen two exactiy alike. 1 have made two,

iapparently the sanie in every particular, yet, wbule one

lyrose buoyantly the other feli dead, because o! some untrue

1adjusient o! the angles of itçs faces. Wien ail angles

are properly arrangcd the boomerang goes through the air

somewhat as a screw propeller goestirougi the water-

whirling rapidly in its fliglit like a revolving wheel.

eGravitation and the force witi whîcb, it is directed cause

eits peculiar swallow-like swoope, whici are prolonged by

sthe action o! the floating angles in counteracting gravita-

E- tien ; consequently, witi ýspent force it is StiR kept on the

ýswing, and o! ten reaches the ground considerably bebind

a the thrower.-Horace Baker in Scribner's Msagazie.

n ~DIARY F MARIE BACKBAYSHIFT.

I_ AH, mon Dieu!1 Fifteen years old to-day, and not

r.one Ilaffaire du cSeur " to look back on,-mon Dieu 1 1 will

0lie loved! 1 arn young 1 1 am beautiful! I arn svelte 1

I arn chic 1 (Smashes a chair.) Ah, mon Dieu ! but I will
e be ioved 1

1. Tuesda y-Yesterday, a!ter my ebullition of paçssion,

r"during which I looked very handsome (my eyes fiaehed

,tand my beau- iful nostrils dilated), 1 dreesed myseîf

Ef carefully in purpie moire antique, witi the green rib-

sbons, letting my stockings faîl littie loosely about my

3rankles, and thrueting a yellow jonquil in my beit, I
Id tripped lightly down the staire singing as 1 wcnt tiat

11littie chanson

,n "Oh,' to feel the breath
That cornes through a soft moustache:

To lean my head on a manly breast

ýg Without being considered rash."

ýY My voice is a beautiful one. Wouidn't I like to eing ini

9.Music Hall, and raise the roof and make Patti tear ber

n irnperia 1 dyed bair with rage. Ah, mon Dieu ! (The rea-

91son 1 Ray mon Dieu so ruch is because 1 ad a French

sýgovernese. Oh, aie wae une mignonne-a oorker ! She

à taugit me to roll cigarettes and read Zola. Ah,'fniend of

my infancy, in wbat patis do your tender feet wander 1

'I


