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LETELL JE] DE 5SAlINT ,JUSTl.*

Tim author .of this work is wveli knawîî ini Ottawa soei(ty, anid is a

proinent inleniber cf thîe Liberal iiuarity ini the Ilause, cf Caînmons.

He always speaks well and 8senIsibly, anîd lias deservedly attracted atten-

tien Isy lis alsility and tIhe exlieiviews of pulic policy wbicli lie ex

prses e lias net pressecI forwar1 te olîtaiui iatice-at thîe expeiise

cf character. le in lia way belaîîgs ta the sClieal cf lîlatatît politicians,

wlî e lCIf it a privilege ta bu îiaticed, even ta lie aîmused, and wlîase coarse

naturecs couisider an accusation inet 1)y soilte flippanti llabe(laisisii. à11

Casgrain, wbo is tbe iiieiiier fer b ielas 1 tet causteutui te bide bis

tine, ta mîake lus reputation carefully and cautiauslv, ta prefer a patient

and bonest cameer cf unprctendiîîg attenstiont ta the public interest-to tbe

more slîowy tour defor'a wlîjcl pijraeettcjs ilito i5<tariity. ILe Iiinseif is a

coxînection cf M. Letellier de Saint Just, and tfinis tie feeling cf kiri,

equally svitlî tlbat cf Party tie,' Ledl liiiui ta vindieate bis kiniuan's mnimry.

Mareaiver, lus thearies cf lsarliaiut(.ntary goverîsînent have mtade liiîî

peculiarly susceptibile te thie wvuîid s0 reînorselessly inflicted oni thîe ccii-

stitutiais, Wliicl the viiiuictîve4 leaders of the dominant Frencli-Canadian

party exacted ; ait iury wilicil Sir .J . Macdonald cOttlI ne0t but halve

tborougbly kiiowî ani feît, 1tut wbicil lie liad îîot the. courage ta witlistand

M. Casgrain lias evidently fuît tîtalt tliis veiit ilîould net lie allawed ta

pa8s away. Thîe remark cf a statesmisiti of Eurapean celebrity cautes te

Our inmd. Oiie wbio valued titis îlîstinguislied mttans opinion bad pub-

lished a paiîtlet in vixîdicatian cf lus cwn cbai'acter, and had sent a ccpy

ta the statesmian. Thte reply xvas cliaiacteristic :"'You arc riglît ini per.

inancntly placing an record tItis mtîtter. You have mîade niisrepresenta-

tien bcreafter impossible, and thtase whta have ti eated yau witb intjustice

will cite day be condenîned lîy their own evidence.' If not guided by such

a doctrine, M. Casgraiît lias practically acted upon it. Ile lias made a

permanent record cf the praccutiigs agaiîist M. Letellier. In titis course

ho nsay claini thte cansideratian cf theu whlole comiîtunity ;- and we dla net

deubt thiat if lus Party ever attain power, MI. Casgrain's abilities wili

bic favostrably considered by tliose called upon te fori ait admintistrationi.

The work before us i a guarantec bctlî cf lus abilicy ansd lus lioitesty, antd,

wbat is mlore, cf lis courage. 1 t siould b)1 traislated inta Englislî te be

msade accessible ta those wbe do neot understaisd Frenich. M. Casgrain, iii

accoi'dance witl a frequently cbservcd systein \vitl Fi-uncît writers, lias

initroduced the wliole cf tlie olliciaI documenuits, doubtless desirous cf

fimnsly establisliing the correctnuess cf bis caiiclusions ; antd there ai-c iany

documsents introduced wlîich, except under thîis Pointt Of consideratimi, can

be excised. This contribution te aur political history is go important tîtat

it shîould bc nmade known. Tc thiose wha kneow Frenchl, M. ('ïsgrain's

carefuliy written work, unexceptionable by its came antd grace cf style, is

aIl that eau be desired.

M. Casgrain gives the career of iliatsv cf M. Letellier's cantempo-

maries; buelias donc se in n bold and uncanipramisiiig spirit. WeJ can

refer te tliese pages for many a gaphic descriptionî. It is rinly this passing

Etude Historique. Letellier de Saintf Ju.ît et âon Temîps. Par P. B. Caggrain, C, IR.,

Avocat deputé aux Commnunes dii Canlada. Qîiebec, 198,1.

allusion whjch we can nialce to tbem. Our business is with the central

figure of tlie work.
It is a particular habit with many in France and in the Province of

Quebec ta assume naines in no way belongring ta them. Jn France, ta wear

a false decoration, and ta use a naine not your own, may bring the offender

under the notice of the police. The custout is a constant subject of ridicule

on the French stage, and Thîackeray in ant, of bis inîiortal novels inakes

anc of bis chiaracters an actor of this character. it i nlot unknown aniong

us. Thus M. Pierre Badaud, for instance, thiuks fit ta caîl imself Pierre

Badaud (le Saint Sauveur-so the nin(e ffigures an bis card. By degrees

it is cbanged ta Badaud de Saint Sauveur, ta 13. de St. Saiuveur, till it

emerges into Monsieur dle Saint Sauveur. There are sente modemi instances

of this procecdiug. NI. Letellier's enties were, wont ta reproach 1dim

as adding Saint Just, without authority, ta bis naine. M. Casgrain

publishies a facsimile of the retirenmeut of França-is Letellier de Saint ,Just

firont the Colonial corps in 1740; it is siguted by l3eauhamnois Nocquart,

Varier, and De Beau.jeu, se tbe naine lias been borne by the fainily for a

century and a baîf.

M. Luc Letellier de Saint Just wals bomn May l2th, 1820, at the

River Ouelie, sattie ninety miles belaw Quebec, about four nmiles back front

thc St. Lawrence ; lie (lied the 28t1i I nuary, 1881, s0 lie was ini lus sixty-

first year at bis detith. Tlhe first years of blis yauth were passed at the

College of Sainît Aune. Previauqly lie lîad att(n( a village schocol,

whence lie went ta Kamouraska ta a INI. ltecliard ; aînong biis fellow pupils

were Sir G. Cartier anid Dr. Taché. At callege lie occtipied a respectable

if net a distinguislîed pîlace. Le(aviuig callege, lie entered the office of a

notary at the River Ouelle. MI. Latellier raile front a famnily of sports-

nmen, and bie was always ant active liuiter anid fisherînan, and was known as

ant excellent sîjat. Ile wvas sulîsequeiitly the ariginaftar cf a gaine law. lie

was keenly alive ta the îiecesqsit.y cf exercise, anîd the activity of bis teiui-

perahîîeit found bueii always ready for Uie saddle, or for long walkiîîg

excursions. The country in which lie lived is inarkcd by înuch natural

beauty, the whîarf at River Ouelle lîeing situated on a prajectiîîg point of

thc river wbicli inakus it exceedingly picturesque, ; and thîe rolling Itiils te the

soutlî give change and v ariety ta the laîîdscape. NI. Leteilier was tbirty

years aId wben lic entcred politival life. 1ie was returned for Kaînouraska

iin the Lower CJanada Ilouse of Assemibly, anîd ranked hiiiuself witb the

Liberals. The phase cf politics vhi(il lie represeiîted was bis nîatured

opinion, which bie neyer ceased ta entertaiîi. Tatally divested of extrava-

5gance and ipractici.ile theo~ries oif the perfectibility cf moen and ineas-

ures, bie neyer mîistook liexîs for liberty. lie desired a good and firîn

governinient for the counitry, ai leiîîgi ta aiI thîe reasonalile ain j ust protection

we can personally claixui, under tîte coîttrol cf gouil and effective lawg. Ila

kncw tbat saciety inust lbe protected lîy sali<l bulwarks, and neyer in any

part of bis carcer cati lie hc clîarged witli the sliglîtest suspicion of heing

desirous cf opcniîig thec iloodgates ta reckless and anarclîical folly. In

1851 Mr. Baldwin retired fronts public life, ta be followcd, in thte Banlin

year by Sir Hypolite Lafoutaine. The less cf these mn ta Canadian

public life lias been irreparalily felt. There, was al toise cf personal honour

witb bath Baldwin and Lafoutaine, whicb iii their day peiîetrated ta thle

lower strata cf public life. We ask aîîy anc wlîo is capabîle cf giving anl

opinion, who cati fori ait lioncst judgîuent cf aur political status, if there

bas not been a decadence in iiiainer--iii the toue cf debate, in ahl wbich

makes a legislative, bodly respectable-fron the date cf this Legisîstive

Asseînbly ta the preseut Parliaient cf Caniada. \Ve sem every ses-

sion ta reacb a lower (luptî. This iii praise cf the past. Tberc was

iii those days a freudous f roui thte gaminig aîd recklpss spirit of the prescrnt,

in wlîiclî meni delihserately play thteir reputation ta gain personal advantîîge,
and tîtere was a lîigb-bred caurtesy ini the Il anse tlîat we look for ta-day in

vain.

The Hincks-Taché admtinistrationt, ta use the terni of that day, was

formed. At least Federation bas done tItis for us :it bas givcn us a Min-

istry with a Premier. Neitîter Sir J. Macdonald noer Mr. Mackenzie have

tolcrated the fatuity cf recognisiug a conmpound hiead. It is ta be trusted

every attempt ta establisb it will be ituniediately crusbed. Na doctrine is so

subversive cf goad goveruinieut as this division of rcsponsibility. Tbere can

niow be ne excuse for its introduction. M. Letellierwas beaten at the dissolu-

tion, and bie rcmained unconnected with public life until 1860, wben bie waw

elected for the Legislative Council for the Grenville division. M. Letellier


