
'rUE SUPERNATUnAL Ae#D THE DMRA CULOUS.

soinme revelation of trath. or moral power or spiritual excel-
lence, or even earthly convenience and comfort; utit
science or poetry, virtue or carthly utility, are advanced
by theni; until the angelie visitations, whiich thiey wuould

imply, becloine as precions ris ilnortal and htinian influence,
now at hand and everywhere witliin our reach; or somne
of the very personages callcd up to act at Icast according
to their former wisdlom in the fles, -%we mnay welI, -%ithi
pre-occupied attention, contitiue to, feed.our aspirations
and rejoice our hopes with what is at once so rnuch better
and more available to o-ur belief, i. the stiblirno and graci-
ons doings of hlm who -,vas in ail ways approved by God
for the Redeemer of the wvor1d.

THERE, is a crisis when -every fitith fi son of (3od is agi-
tated by a fierce controversy betweoen the ea-.rtlily and the
dcivine etements of his nature. Self and the flesli sedcli-
tively whisper, IlThou hast a life of niany necessities;
earn thy breaci and cat it; andi pay thyscif for all thy
trouble withz a wrarmn hearth and a soft bed." The voice
of God thunders in reply, IlThy life is short, tlhy work is
great, thy God is near, thy heaven is far ; do I not send
tiee forth, armed withi thought, and sp)e.chl, and a strong
riglit hand, to contend wvithi the evil an:d avenge the good ?
Indm.dge no more, or 1 shial leave thee: do iiiy Lest and.
faift flot: take up thy -free-will, and corne -%vith ine."1 8 y
sone such confliet does every grent mind quit ils enase to
serve its responsibilities; part, if neei Le with. tlic sym-
patliy of friends and the security of nieighiborhoccl, in
fidelity to, duty; and suffier ivasting and Ioncliness, as ini

bleakest dcsert, tili temaptat ion be vanquishcd, and hesi-
tauey ftung aside.-T. Mcwtizeau.


