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VIEWS REQUESTED ON CANADIAN TARIFF

flnance Miniater Carrylng out intimation of Sir Tiierna#
Wbite, Asks for Written Suggestions Ffrst

INDICATION that the government intends to carry out an
investigation of the Canadian tariff, as suggested by

Sir Thomas White in his budget speech last June, is con-
talned in a request issued on December 14, by Sir Henry
Drayton, for written suggestions. In order that the national
revenue may flot be overlooked, proposais are to be accoin-
paaied by methods for raising the xnoney lost by any reduc-
tiens suggested. The statement says:-

"Since the signing of the armistice, a littie over a year
ago, the governinent and parliament have been devoting
attention Wo peace and reconstruction probleins. Aniong the.
many questions that have received consideration ia that re-
lating to a general revision of the tariff. Dealing wltii this
subject, my predecessor, Sir Thomas White, ini the st bud-
get speech is reported in Hansard, June 5 Iast, as follows:-

Sir Thiomas White's Intimation

"'It would flot be practicable at this turne t mak. a
sound general revision of the tariff. International trade le
most unsettled, stili hampered by war restrictions and pro-
hibitions and by exehange conditions, whicii are; and inay
long continue Wo be, subject Wo violent fluctuations. Prices
are unstable, and labor conditions, internationally speaklng,
most uncertain. Until peace is restored and tii. world la
upon a more stable basis with respect Wo capital, labor,
prices, markets and exchange, the tariff cannot b. revised
intelligently.

"'It is mny hope that within a year conditions wll have
becoine sio stabilized asto permit of a general revialon of
the~ tariff, which is long, but, owing Wo the. war, unavoidably
overdue, Preceding such revîsion, there siiould b. a thorough
inqulry conducted by the. minister of finance and two or
noe of bis colleagues representing the different geograph-
ical sections of Canadi'. Sucii inquiry siiould afford ail in-
terests, agricultural, industrial, flshlng, lumbering, mining,
commercial and financial, producers and consumers alike, an
opportunity of expressing their views and opinions and
urging their particular needs and requirements. Tiie re-
suit of such inquiry siiould b. a body of information wiiich
will enable the. government tW effect a general revision of
the. tariff, fair We ail parts of the. communlty, and effectually
proniotlng the. national welfare of Canaua. This inquiry
siiould proceed wlthii t work just as soon as conditions are
siciently stabillzed te permit, My own view la thnt it
migiit well b. comnienced about autumn of tis year.'

Buissm Net Yet Normal

complaint in eacii instance, a full statement of tii grou
dii wiic that complaint la based, the remedy proposed, i
a statement of the grounds leading to, the conclusion t
muci remedy proposed is effective. Tue issue is really,
course, not merely net a tariff issue froin the. standpoinl
protection or otherwise, but lsa lso a revenue issue, and
like manner, the. subinissions of tiiose desiring reducti
in tariff siiould at the. saine time shobw metiiods by wl
conipensating revenues can be obtaïned. The preparal
of these statements will necessarily require much car(
consideration. Tiiose desiring Wo make representatioris
to the problema involved, are therefore asked to undert
the preparation of tiie saine witiiout delay and forward tû
statements, addressed Wo the. Minister o! Finance at Otta
Upon receipt of tii. stateinents tiiey wiIl be systematieÀ
gnalysed aud classified for the. purpese of making tiien
basin of tii. general public inquiry to be iield through
thie country as iudicated by Sir Thomas White."
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"U nf (»rtunately, international and ecouemie conditions
ly far frorn normal, butin many respecta are wora,
veto !lx montlia ago, or at any turne during the.

Se period. International exchanges iu particular
nly unstable, but erratic. Tariff considerations of
have largely te be based on international and uco-
dittons, and the. resuit la that the~ different counitries
rld are stili refralning froin any general tariff re-
eut, valtlng until soin. appreciation may bu pos-
he future conditions under wiiicii their tariffa 'ull
Inasmuchi, however, as an>' general tarif! revisien
baaed upon as complots a knowledg. as possible
iditions and relations one Wo anotiier of our variouào
nduatrles and productive agmnci.., and as it la als.
te obtain tii. views of as many> pergons as possible
actical knov1edge aud experience would be mest
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