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subject to heavy fluctuations, and rapid alterna-
tions of gains and loses. But the country de-
rives immense benefit from the trade both di-
reotly and indirectly. * When we eau
conduct our expert business so that everything
we send across the water is sold before it

leaves our shores, nine-tenths of the risks which
beset exporters, and the losses of banka con-
nected therewith will be done away with. The
practice of consigning, has ruined almost every-
body that has carried it on in al departments of
our trade.

A CLERK'S OPINION.

Editor Monetary Times.
Bm,-I have been reading the articles in your

paper on clerks, and I don't think you oover all
the ground on the subject. I think you ought
not to give the employers ail the taffy, but
lecture them as you do us. I am a clerk,
twenty-two years old, and I dlaim to do my
work up to the handle. But I notice I don't
get any thanks from my boss. And if anything
goes wrong he likes to, jump on me. I ar n ha
country store, and we have to work from six or
sevenin the morning until night. We have to
give oredit and take truck, and there is not as
much cash trading a there might be, seems to
me. There is not mnch lime left for reading
where I arn, but w e oe your pepet, and I wish
you would rub into folks on the cash system
more and more. That was a mighty good thing
on leaks in a grocery store you had the uther
day. You can just bot your sweet life there is
money lost that way, and neither bosses nor
elerks cen ke.p lrack of il. It lekes e sharp
newspaper reporter 10 watch 1hose sort of folks.
But if you find faul ewith 1hem, 1hey say you
are mean, and they willcecek you, and you
daresen't cheek them baek, or they wil "lgo to,
the other store," ad then 1h. old man raises
your hair, and swears he will sack you.

Well, another thing, we don't get much show
for dressing or tidying ourselves. If a fellow
gets out evenings, of course he can slick up,
but we can't quite look like Broadway gentle-
men at all hours, when we have to handle
everything from groceries and provisions te
oroekery and dry goods.

It is wrong not to be civil, and I don't blame
any storekeeper for wanting his men to be civil
but at the same time there are eustomers who
don't set us a good example in civil behaving
The faet is yhey impose on us clerks, and bull
doze lusAifUNheyTeL.

I arn, yours,
A COU14TRY CLERK.

Perth, 23rd June, 1884.

PETROLEUM IN THE UNITED STATES.

A contraut between the past and present pet-
roleum industry is thus made by the New York
Sun: The lowest prie crude petroleum ever
brought wu 10 cents a barrcl, in1861. In 1859,
when there was only one well in existenee, Col.
Drake's Pioneer aI Titustie, the pries wu
824 a barrel. The first Amerioan petroleum
ever imported was in 1852. Charles Lockhart,
of Pittsburg, sent nearly 600,000 gallons to
Europe in that year and sold it for 12,000 less
than the oost of transportation. l 1883 there
was nearly 400,000,000 gallons exported, for
whilh #60,000,000 wu returned to Ameorica.
To-day there are 20,000 producing oil wells in
Pennsylvania, yielding 60,000 barrels of oil a
day. It requires 5,000 miles of pipe Une and
1,600 iron tanks of an average capacity of 25,
000 barrels eaeh to transport and store the oil
and surplus stocks. There are now nearly 88,
000,000 barrels of oil stored in the region tanks.
Besides the 5,000 miles of pipe line in use in the
oil regions there are in operation 1,200 miles of
trunk pipe lnes connecting the region with
Cleveland, Pittsburg, Buffalo and New York,
and lines building to Philadelphia snd Balti-
more. In the line between Olean uand New
York 16,000 barrels of oil are transported daily.
These are all the property of the Standard Oil
Company, excepI one b.tween Bradford snd
Willium port, Ps. The Standard employa 100,
000 men. The product of ils reflueries requires
the akl 1f 25,000 ok barrels, offortygeialons
"se, sud 100,000 lin omu holding five gallons
oIonq dveya. The money aetualy mvested

in petroleum production sinoe 1860 la estimated
to be more than 0425,000,000, of which 200,
000,000 was eapital from New York eity. Sine
1880 more than 812,000,000 hes been used in
building iron tanks, and nearly as much in pipe
Unes, al by one corporation. The tanks cot on
an average 08,000 eah. A 85,000 barrel tank
is 90 feet in diameter, and 28 feet high.

-Mr. Shehyn, President Quebec Board of
Trade, in April, 1884, spoke as follows:
" Owing to a vicious system of credit generally
followed up by aIl our importing houses and

Canadian manufacturers, the exeessive eompeti-
tion and the too abundant supply of goods, it i
beoming harder every year tobtain foranY
business more than a very imited Profit, Out Of
proportion to the labor, risk, and lois of il-
teret and increased expenses which it entails.

In the wholesale dry gooda trade the 1000e by
bad debts, depreciation in stock and an
enormous interest account, soon absorb the
limited profits which have generally pre-
vailed during the put season and
whieh had been reduced to a minimum
owing to an excessive competition. I do not
see, unfortunately, how we are to get out of the
difficulty, as the system followed iu vicions, and
there is no immediate prospect of aàehange lu
that respect. Buyers have to go home for fal
goodoin April, and for sprnng goodg lu October.
Manufacturera, agents are overrunnlng Our
market aU the year round, delivemlug goods in
December, and dating themas lt t ah sd
lut September. These goodare sobd e lot
May and 1t October, and•nmeeimeo lot
November. Several seasons overlappingOe
another, and when goods are due barely 50 p. c
of the amounts due are paid, and the balanceelu
reuewed sud stands over 1111 the foilowiflg se-
sons. Dlminluhed importations sud a general
desir of restrltingth. mnufaetur of Cana-
dien goods arc steps in the right direction, sud
will tend 10bring&bout"a hier Mate 0f

Leading Wholesale Trade of Toronto.

Jas. Bravlev and Co.
Whole8ale FI/Inery.

OPENING DAYS
March 4th, 5th & 6th,

AND FOLLOWING DAYS.

and a large stock of NOVELTIES in every
Department.

CA LIL AND EE 0 U RSTOCK

9 &11 Welngton St. Ea*,

TORONTO.

RIINRYWOLEBLIIL&E I o
WÎHOLMS&LU DBEaLERIN

Imported-alld

AND CLOTHIERS' TRIMMINGS,

GENERAL- DRY GOODS

.dns g Wholaha Trade of Toronto

BRYCE,
McMURRICH & 00.

WHOLESALEME RCHAGoods
MERCHANTS,

34 Yo1[o slo - TORONTO@

EBY, BLAIN and 00o
We have

purchased the Stock
of Messrs. RUSSELL EVERETT

& 00., which added to our own complete as-
sortment, makes the largest stock of Fancy Gro.

ceries in Canada. We invite the inspection
of the trade, especially visitors to

the Semi-Centennial
Celebration.

EBY, BLAIN & 00.,
Importers and Wholesale Groeers,

Cor. ]RONT AND 800BTT St., TORONTO

BERTRAX & COe
GoerlRa'~~e & Rio IRha .

... _# _ .

Warranted ast seel. Irn BeBller Plate.
@wperer I prag Steel. Steel Beler Plate.
Extra li1re SteeL Bller Tubes.
Warrau d Plew Steel e 0 d B&Cap serews.

Warranted Pocket (utlery, stamped Bertram
& Co.; Nickel and Electro-Plated ona

ana Forke; Disston's extra I

Saw Files; Bertram'asuperior
Machinists Files.

Diasto i's Ciroular Gang & Shingu saws.
Disstons Hand Saws, complete Une.
Alexander & Bro. Pure Oak Tanned Leather

11elig.
New York Belting & Packing Oompany Rub-

ber Belting.
Special prices to the trade on application.

BERTPAM & 00., 114 Yonge St. Toronto.

âoPhaIlEewat & ro

-mn Ii astaso LuhU os
Dealers in Raw k Dressed 8kln8.

-Importers of and dealers in-

AMERICAN à CANADIAN

Stif and Soft Feit Hats and Straw
Goods.

Commi sion Nerohants. 1McPHAIL, HEWAT & CO.,

52 FRONT STREET WEST, TORONTO.1
44 Tonge àa Woluington St., W.

TORONTO.

Canadiau Wool0n 1I ENGLISE, FRENOR,

F-
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