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Niagara this year on one day out of the
twelve, (the Sunday that was spent in
camp) a small regimental gnard consist-
ing of 1 n. ¢. 0. and 6 men was mounted
by each regiment for twelve hours, but
this only gave a very small number of
men the experience of performing the
duties of sentries. On actual service a
good knowledge of the duties of a sentry
is perhaps the most important and valu-
able knowledge a soldier can possess, as
not only the safely of his own life, hut
the lives of his comrades, depends upon
the intelligent manner in which he per-
forms his duty,

A good story is told of what happened
lo a guard at one of the permanent
schools of instruction. The barrark gnard
consisted of 1 n. ¢, 0.and 3men, forming
a one sentry post. The n. ¢, o. and two
of the men were I'reuch Canadians, the
other men was an old soldier and au
Ivisliman. It was a winter’s evening and
dark, so while the Irishman was doing
his “ sentry go* the French Canadian
n c. o. of the guard and the other two
men promptly deserted and nothing wae
heard of them for many days. I'he Irish-
man reported the matier as soon as he
conld to the orderly officer also a French
Canadian, who thought that the proper
thing to do under the circumstances was
to make a prisoner of the Irishman ; he
was therefore confined. Next morning
Pat was brought up “at the orderly room
before his commanding officer. The
charge was read by the Adjutant: That
at seven o’clock last night while he was
on sentry duty he had allowed the n. c.o.
and two men of the gunard to desert. The
orderly officer was evidence against poor
Pat. The c. o, said he believed the evi-
dence to be true are that the charge had
been proven and turning to the Irishman
said *‘now what have you to say ”’ Sor,
I sarved for twenty-onelong years in Her
most gracious Majesty the Queen’s Con-
nanght Rangers, and sure sor haven't I
got me long sarvice medal and me good
conduct medal to prove it. T have sarv-
ed too for one very long year * God save
me”’ in the Canadian Permanent Corps
and sor wid all me long experiance this
is the furst toime that ever Iurd that in
addilshun to performing the dooty of his
bate a centry had charges of the non
commussuned silisur of the gaurd. The
c. o. glanceii at the Adjutant, the Adju-
tant looked at the orderly officer, the or-
desiy officer stared at the prisoner, Pat
was deeply engaged looking at the pat-
tern of the paper on the ceiling. There
was a long pause, ‘‘silence reigned su-
preme,” at last the Sergt.-Major took
matters into his own hands and said
sternly and loudly to Pat: ** Prisoncr
right turn, dismiss.”” Pat obeyed the
order then turning to the ¢. o. put his
forage cap on gravely, saluted him and
marched himself away to the canteen
looking very wise but with a “merry
twinkle in hiseye.”

A GLIMPSE ACROSS THF LIN),

While our militia are busy at this sea-
son of the year putting in their training,
it is perhaps interesting to know that our
neighhours across the border are doing

the same thing. The American system
is a little different from ours. In the
State of New York they have what they
call a state camp ground at Peckskill, It
is well fitted np with convenient tents,
huts and buildings and there is a compe-
tentstaffof officers drawn fromthe United
States army ; one or two battalions go
into camp for seven daysat a time and as
one force marches out another force
marches in, thus keeping the camp going
for months, each tworegiments being re-
lieved by one or two others. This is what
the Army and Navy Journal published in
New York says of the Seventh Regiment
justreturned from Peckskiil: “Among
the interesting features of the battalion
drill during the week was the presence
of three bicyecle orderlies acling as mes-
sengers for the Majors during drills and
af other times as messengers for the ad-
julants office. They rode aver very rough
ground with great case and seldomn dis-
mounted. Colonel Hemry, U, S, A,, and
General McAlpin were greatly impressed,
and asa resnlt head quarter orderlies will
it is said use bicycles insteal of horses
hereafter ., 1nlike other regiments, the
7ihis as well dillled and diseiplined on
the day after it arrives in camp as on the
day it leaves it ., Oflicers, n. c. o’s and
men knew their duties, when they ar-
rive and do not have to be tanght, the
A.B.C. of extended order or battalion
drill. Each junior officer is fully pre-
pared and competent to take the place of
his seniors and n. ¢ 0’s are able to take
an officers place in an emergency. This
was frequently evidenced during the week
as at guard mounting which was con-
ducted entirely by n. c. o’s and when 1st
Sergts took command of platoons and
corporals of sections, nothing could ac-
count for this state of affairs, but the fact
that officers and men study previous to
the encampment. Throughout the week
11.-Col. and Brevet Brig. General Henry,
sth U, S, Cavalry, detailed to the camp
by the War Depariment, gave afternoon
lectures on the bluff overlooking the
camp, to the officers and n.c. o's, He
explained the different grades of n. ¢, 0’s,
their posts and duties under different
circumstances, On Wednesday the sub-
ject of his talk was the ‘‘bandling of a
hattalion going through a defile,”

OUR NAVAIL MITITIA?

Although in Canada we have as fine
material as there is perhaps in the world
to form a naval militia, yet we have no
force of this kind. New York State is in
advance of us in this respect, for it has
one or two battalions of naval militia,
The Army and Navy Journal has the fol-
lowing : ‘‘The following instructions
have been issued by Adj.-Gen, McAlpin.
‘I'he summer tour of duty of the naval
militia of the State of New York for 15893
will be based on the assumption that a
foreign war is imminent and that it is
essential, priorto hostilities, to obtain a
thorough knowledge of the approaches
to New York and ihe waters of l.ake On-
tario. The naval militia will therefore,
in carrying oul the below mentioned rou-
tine, keep in mind, as far as circum.
stances will allow, the foregoing essen-
tials—The education of officers and men
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in practical long-shore work; the pre:
paration of a war-map, and the develop-
ment of signaling and reconnoissance ;
the defence of the eastern end of the
Sound, and of L.ake Ontario with torpe-
does and ohstructions ; the study of the
waters and the shores of Gardiners and
Peconni Bays, thisstudy to include the
selection of sites for permanent signal
stations and camps.”
-

The Bisley Team.

We regret that owing to a delay in
our Epglish mail we cannot give in this
issue a complete detail of the scoresmade
by our team at Bisley. In our next we
will have a complete record of all the prize
winning scores made by them at the meet
ing,

——————

The Dominion Rifle Asso-
ciation,

The annual matches of the association
take place, in Rideau Range, Ottawa,
on August 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30, and
the progranune which is just to hand
promnises, as usual, a good week’s sport to
rifleshot. There are no changes of any
importance revealed by a cursory glance
at the list of the different matches, ex-
cepting a change in the distribution of
the money to the secondary prizes win.
ners—making the drop in values 2 iittle
less rapid than it has been in past years,
The Hon. Mr. Dickey has continued the
handsome gift of his predecessor, so the
Honorable the Minister of Militia’s Match
will again be the biggest plum of the
meeting, after the Gov. General’'s. Alto-
gether it 1s a good programme, so there
is no doubt that a large attendance will
gather on the Ridean Ranges to shoot in
what will probably be the last meeting of
the D. R. A. will hold on this range.
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B. C. Rifle Association.

Thus association will have held it 22nd
annual prize meeting at Goldstream on
25th to 26th July and judging from the
programme the meeting will be a very
pleasant one for the competitors. The
prizes are not very large, but they are
numerous, and the prize hst offers riflemen
plenty of chances for glory in the way of
opportunities for winning cups etc. We
will publish the scores of this meeting in
our next issue.
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The question whether or not Major-
General Herbert will resume his duties in
Canada, has been settled by the receipt of
the General’s resignation, which has becn
accepted, and his connection with the
Canadian militia foree is, therefore, ter-
minated. The names most frequently
mentioned as his suecessor are those of
Col. Johnson, a Canadian by birth, who
has been frequently referred to as Majore
(iecneral Herbert's successor, and Col.
Giascoigne, commanding othicer of the
Scots (iuards, Col. (ascoigne is a very
distinguished officer of the Guards, who
served with his corps through the Egypt-
ian campaign. He is Deputy-Adjutant
ticneral of London, in the volunteer ser-
viee, and has had a great deal of experi-
ence which would, no doubt, be of very
great service to him should he be com-

mandant Jof the Canadian militia.—5t,
Jolms News,



