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Graduallyv witli the exteiisioit of baeteriologicatl rescarehes into the
causation of iis lise ii 'Iv iiiv(etigllt{)I were led to regalrd acutA,
articular rhetinmtisîn as a geriii disease, altjojitgli 110 speciffe organ-
isn lias yet heen discovered.

The change of idens as to the etiology of rlîeunatism, however,
laN flot brouglit a eorrespondiiig change ifi lie treatilit. SalicYlie
acid and its saîts stili continue to be the inost prorninent remedies.
To the general practitioner these theoretical considerations are of
no practical value unless they lead to a radical change in the treat-
ment. What we are partieularly iinterested ini are improvemefits
in our older formns of niedjeation. and it is for this reason that 1
venlture to say a few words here in regard to a new form of salicylie
acid, whieh, in my experience, lias showit itself superior to, the
sodium salicyl*ate or the other meinhers of thjis group.

It iS a well known fact that there are inany persons who cannot

taethe a iylte for any length of tinie or ini sufficient doses to
deieay -benefit f romn their uise, -and that iii sonie they are directly

.fjroi This is espeeially the case ini patientssuergfon
digestive or circulatory disturbances, and, iinfortuiiately, these are
the very ones who most oftcn require these drtigs. In rheumatic
conditions of the acute type we are eompelled to saturate the systemn
with Salicylie acid for some time inorder to, neutralize the toxic
nifaterial ini the blood, and it is there that their irritating effect upon
the digestive organs and their depressing action upon the heart are
particularly observed. Some of the substitutes for salicylie acid are
Praetically salicylie ncid disguised in some forni or otýher. Thus,
for instance, a certain physician of niy acquaintance, who was
afihieted with rhcumatism, took salicylie acid in 4 to 8 grain doses,
without any relief. Somie one suggested to him to, try certain cap-
sules of proprietary character which were said to lie absolutely safe
and reliable. Hie took them for a short time and expcrienced decided
benefit and later was completely cured, but lie was left with marked
diglestive disturbances, muscular weakness and depression of the
heart. Afterwards he found that the capsules contaîned ten graing
eaeh of salicylie acid.

It lias 'been recommended that the unpleasant effeets of salicylie
acid can be avoided by using a pure quality of the drug obtained,
frOmI vegetable -sources, but 'the physician has nu positive way of
knowing that his patient will get the pure article, and moreover,
the injurious action of the acid is due îess to impurities than to its
inh&ent irritating and depressing effeets.

To njy Dmmd substitutes for the salicylatçs whieh are insoluble in~
the s1toniadl and are not decomposed until they reach the intestinal
canal are the rnost logical, since by their use we avoid gastrie irrita-


