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working together to bring about that ** consum-
1ation devoutly to be wished,”? the resival of the
eynodal functions of the Church of England.
Towards that consummation the sy nodal elec-
tions which are at this momeut in progress, will
contribute in no swall degree.—Juhn Bull.

INFIDELITY, HOW PROPAGATED.

In the Rev. J. D Mereweather's interesting
Dairy of ¢ Life on Board an Emigrant Ship,"from

which we quoted 8o largely in this place laust :

week, we find the following eatry: —

**Iu my cabia all the moraing, reading an article
of Chawbers on the History of the Bible. There
is mach useful informarion in it: but every now
ani then une sees in this, asin all bis works, that

hie studivusly aveids confessing any particular |

Creed, . ... . If I wished 10 bring up a number
of young people entirely vaid of fired principles
on religious subjeets, 1 would pat iato their hands
Chambers’ works.”

We believe that very serious and fuadamental
ohjeetion appliesto a very large number of popu-
lir and “¢liberal * pericdicals and newspapers,
many of which are, chiefly supported and read
by individuals and families professing to value,
aul even torevereae the Doctrines and Practices
of the Chureh.  They like the information and
the amusement whick they derive from  such
works, and in the pursnit of these they take far
too little notice of the insidious aad mischievous

chariacter ofthe ereors of omission and commise |

sion which a vigilant and practised eye can de-
tect in 80 many of the popular pubdlications of
the duy, und which will often be found lurking
in a single senteuce, or even in a single word.

Wecan casily an'icipate the reply to Mr. Mere-
weather's objection—an o'jection which will, in
fact, be received, in such quarters, as the highest
praise. It will besnid ¢ We make no grofession
and no attempt to teach*“ any particular Ceeed:”
we confess that we do, as you say, * stud iously
avoid” doing sn.  Qar object is to teach as wuch
as we can to all partics, without distinction, and
therefore we aim at being newlral as regards
Creed,” &e.  Now, without stopping to enquire
whether any Christian man has a right to aim at
being neutral in such mateers, we admit the plau-
sibility of such language as this; but as regards
ull such professions of iw pactiality and neutrality
in religion, we repeat what we have said on for-
mer occasiony, in dealing with such parties, that
uot only is theirthoery evidently au impossible
one, but their practices distinctly shews it to be
so.  They do constantly, positively or negative-
ly, by what they say or leave unsaid, teach, and
il we may use the term, unteach certain religious
Docterines and Practices, and teach their own
beresies.—Ep. C. C.)

We could not easily find a better illustration
of the furegning vbservations thap that contained
in a very few lines of a loog article in “ Cham-
ber's Jourzal  for the present month.  Most per-
sas would pronoance itan interesting practically
useful article —that is g0 faree the fante ave ann-
cerned, for the style in which the narative is writ-
ten strike us as atfected and artiticial. We can
fancy practical wmen—eariest Chnrchmen —read-
ing this paper to their family, re-commeanding it
to their friends and neighbours, as well worth
reading, without heeding the passage to which
we allude, and which, if duly examined, must be
admitted to be pre-eminently calculated, if not
expressly intended, to innculate the réader with
feelings and priaciples theoretically and practi-
cally opposed to those which the Church would

have us ditigeotly caltivate, in ourselves and |

in our families.

‘The paper in question is the benevolent scheme
carried ont at Mcesrs. Price’s Candle Maou-
factory, at Belmont, Vauxhall, for the education

and recreation of the children employed there.

Mc. Witson, the chief manager, states that at the
time of the Cholera, in 1849, the boys used to be
allowed to spend a large praporiion of their time
at cricket, as one of the best meaus of preserviog
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their health; and that “ always when the game | - ~ g g
was finished, the boys collected in a cornergofa ' POPULAR BAPTIST ARGUMEN ls
field, and tovk off their caps for a very short ! . REVIEWED. :
prayer for the safety of themselves and their’ BY THE REV. J. T. LEWIS, A. D.

friends from cholera.” Upon this very commen-
dable practice, the author of the paper proceeds
to make the following comment : —

«'That informal prayer, made while the blond !
was warm with happiness and high with health, |

| passage, respecting worship in the “ open ticld,” .
- *direct to heaven’ *¢ without other wterpeter’
. (Whatever that may mean) —- its very wiotnahity
, ddding W its solemmity,” and * making it m reabiy’
" 80 much more the genuine, spontuncous, heart-
. spoken  expression of each mdividual than the
customtry allendance on a prescrbed fora can -
,adinit.”” - Weare well aquainted with this greeas
. fields-worshipping class ot persons, who, dishiking
the ** custonary altendance vn a prescribed torm, ™ '
. wander torth on Suudy moumags, duly turuished
D with such ~*auds to devotion”™ as a well-filled -
; cigar-case, a ¢ Suaday uewspaper,” a volunie of :
;& novel, or the last number of Me. Dickens® new -
i serial.” LTne works of Messts. Chambers,
i Dickens, and Douglas Jerrold. the columns of the '
» Eraminer newspaper, and penivdicals ofthat class, |
so_ansuspiciousty, iuconsiderately, und wdiscri- |
; minately introduced among young persons, will ¢
© be often tound 1o undenmine many of those prin-
! ciples and practices which provide the omy safe- :
; guards aud chiannels tor sound rehigion and personal ;
1 prety. The porson nay be prepared in homao- |
i pattiue doses, but it will silently and surely do its !
c work.  ltmay but a veey sinall portion ot leaven, |
! l{ul it will specdily lsaven the whole lump, unless
P Chustan parents, sponsors, and teachers, are fur
rmore vigilent amd systematic in their etfnts to
. prevent or comnteract the evil inlluence of the
s st populac periodical literture of these days of
Pdesultory  and indiseriminate  reading  Pareuts
! who now mourn, or who may hercalter mourn,
i over the heartessness, inattention, and irreverence,
or even the tal neglect, or a sun, or a danghter,
m regard to public and  private  worstup  of
Almughty God, may httle suspect the real fact,
that they bave been unconsciously placing m
their way the most attractive and fatal mstruuients
for uprooting prnciples, and practices, which the
Church has eujuined for the cultivtion ol that
! reverence and godly fear which is the beginniag
and the end of af ttue wisdom.

‘The Christien Observer has an able and highly
seasouable article on the subtle and dangerous
character of modern infidelity, with special refer-
euce 1 the new systems of geology, bistory, and
excgesis.  In another paper, equiily valuable and
scasonable, the question of the Mussionary work
of the Chucch in the colonies is discussed, with a
view (o show the mistaken and mischievous tcu-
dency of the attempt toset upa *¢ Colonial Church
Society® in opposition to the Society fur the Pro-
pagation of the Gospel, whose character snd pro-
ceedings the writer successfully vindicates fromn
the objections raised against it by the promoters
ot the rival associalion.

‘I'he proposed visit of the Bishop of Loxpon
to the Losp Drimate of reland, is, we trust,
not & wmere holiday trip.  Much as we think our
over-worked Diocesan entitled to the recreation
of a suwmmer excursion, we cannot suppress a hope
that ou the present occasion there may be mare
in_ his Lordsiup’s movements than meets the eye.

! No doubl the eusuing session ol Parliament, and,
it e tar fram inprahahla <€ alew . wraiivis AT W IST,
will not pass over withoul sume important mea-

sures aflecting the National Church.  In whatever
is done, it is the interest of both the Churches, no
less than of both the kingdoms, that the Union of
the Churches should be wore of a reality thau it
has been hitherto, despite of the title of a United
Church.”

The appearance of another new monthly, of
which the secoud part now lies before us, we hail
with great satisfaction.. It is published by the
Socicty for Promoting Christian Knowledge, under
the litre the ‘¢ Home Friend,” in weekly numbers,
collected into monthly parts, and is well calcula-
ted, by the variely olits matter and the wood-cut
illustrations which accompany the text, as well as
; by its exceedingly moderate price, to lind its way
into the dwellings of the middle and lower classes,
_ in the place of some of the more questionable pub-
; lications with - which that department of the
" literary market is inundated,

(Continued from No. 2, Puge 11.)

‘Tua first objection is as follows : —* Joun
PREACHED IN TUE WILDERNGSS of JUDEA,

- —

fessed their sins,” the latter evidently im- stauding those words of our Saviour, * Go
plying what St. Matthew does not, viz, that  and teach all uations, baptizing then” Xe.
St. John selecterd those that coufessed their from which they argue that léaclxing must'
sins.  But the whule objection is utterly alicays precede baptism, and thus jufants
futile uuless it can be shown that St. John hecome uecessmily excluded; but o slight
baptized none but those who audibly con- “knowledge of Greek will show any one that
fessed their sins. ‘'rue it is that ke did | the true wmeaniog of the word teach s literally
baptize such, but diid he baptize noue others ? i ** make disciples o, which translation, of
All that can be urged is, that St. Matthew  course, overthrows the distinction between
saye nothing about intants, and it would have | muking and baptizing disciplee.  The force
beenn more exteaordinary i€ he had. St ' however, of the Baptist's objection turne m;
Mutthew wrote his gospel for his own country- ; this, whether iufants can be termed disciples
wen, the Jews, who were well acquainted ! No, say they, because Christ defined a dis-
with infant baptism, as it is well known that | ciple to be, *one who took up his cross and
the Jews when they made proselytes from | followed him.””  lufsnts caunet do this,
the Geutiles, circumcized aed baptized the | therefore they cannot be disciples.  To show
males, and baptized the female infunts as  the absuedity of this reasoning we will take
well us adalts.  ‘The custom of making pro- | auother cxactly parallel.  Christ detined o
sclytes (ns St. Juhn was doing) by the bap- ; diaciple to be one who hated his father and
tism of infants as well as adults, was familiar | mother in comparison with him ; orphans
to the Jews, bow absurd then to expect that | canuot do this, therefore they are incapable

spoken in the open field, by themselves, direct ; X
10 Heaven, without other ioterpreter between ! AND BAPTIZED €UCH AS CONFESSED THEIR
them, must have made 8 d eep impressivn on the ' sixs.—Marr n1. e BAPTIZED WiTU Tus
boys. Its very informality must have added to ! BAPTISM OF BEPENTANCSE, SAVING wunls (he

its solemonity making it appear and indeed : ;

making it in reality so much the more the genn- .people that they alw.ulll bel“'f’ on ”"”. who
ine spontaninus heart-spoken expression of each ; should come after him, that is, on Christ.—
individual than the mere customary auendance | Acts xix. 4. As John required thote whom
on a prescribed f£.rm can admit.’ ! he buptized to confess their sins, and believe in

As we read this, it is neither more nor Jess than . . PP .
a distinct assertion that the system of worship , the coming Messiuh, it is evident "‘f;“"m c‘”‘f:ll
e wou

which the Church has dehberate { adopted is an ; not be the subject of his baptism.”
inferior system, apd not calmlate(’ fog‘ those who . in the firet place obuerve, that this objection
desire to pray * direct to Heaven,” with “solem-i ¢ = 'S Joho's baptisn is unfairly stated’by

nity,” and with ¢ genuine, heart-spoken, expres- - . /
.i‘,zf.: Now. surely ‘this is not p,'e,cn.;,,.. our opponents” It ia nowhere said that St.

neutrality, but is a very decided and fundamental John baptized such as confessed their sins;
objection to the Church. Butit is not simply, ‘ 1))is way of putting the objection wight lead

St. Matthew, when writing tc such perions | of becoming disciples.
A Church- j from pot consideting that Christ defined a
wan or  Methodist writing to Churchmen | disciple under certain circumstances.

would have specitied infante.

‘The fallacy arises

He who

or Methodists, when narrating his success | had a cross to bear and refused to bear it,
in baptizing, would not take care to par- [ he who had a parent and loved him more
ticularize and inform his brethren that he ' than Christ, these could mot be disciples.

Neither would a Jew
May we not on the other

included infants,
writing to a Jew.

infunts were baprized, as the Jews to whom
he wrote would have concluded that St
John did bapiize infants, unless they were
informed to the contrary. Indeed we kuow
that St. Juhn baptized some very young, be-
cause there were found at Ephesus, A.D. 56,
twelve men who had been baptized by him,
(Acts xix). Now, St. John was thrown
into prison A.D. 30, so that supposing these
men to have been baptized by St. John in his
lust year (and they may have been baptized
earlier), they must have been baptized 27
years when St. Paul met them. We are not
told that they were aged men, therefore there
is a probability that some of the twelve were
very young when baptized by 8St. Jobhn.
Agnia St. John's baptism is altogethee ir-
revalent, for suppose he excluded infants,
does it follow that Christ should do the
same? St. John carefully distinguished
between his own and Clirist’s baptiem, his

being but a mere initiatory rite preparatory
¢ Vgl v he tha Hale (Chnet « thet An
the suppusition that St. John baptized none

but adults, (which we are (ar from conceding)
still it does not follow that Christ should do
the same. ‘I'he baptisvms themselves were
widely different ; why may not the revipients
also have been different P

“ Our adorable Lord and Saviour was
Laptized not in infancy but when ke hegan lo
be about thirly years of age.” ~-Luke iii. 23.
I€ this objection to infant baptism, founded
on Christ's example, proves that we should
not be baptized in infancy, it aléo proves that
we should not be baptized till the age of
thirty yenrs; but, in fact, it proves neither.
Though our Lord submitted to the rite, it
was merely, as he himself said, * to fulfill
righteousness,” 1o set an example as he ever
did, of scrupulous attention to outward acts
of duty, and to exhibit in his own person that
descent of the Holy Ghost which was to be
the characteristic of his own baptism. lHe
could not be said to be baptized into John's
baptism, nor yet into christian baptism; he
could not have been baptized on a profession
of repentance, for he had nothing to repent
of. 1le could not be baptized on a profes-
sion of (sith in himself, for that would be
unmeaning ; in short, the argoment drawn
from the example of Christ is singularly
absurd. *°Tis eaid our Jord was not bap-
tized in infancy.” How was it possible that
he could? Christian baptism was not as
yet introduced, and St. John was ag infant
like himvelf.

“ Jesus baplized by his disciples in the lund
of Judea, and he made and baptized more dis-
ciples than  John'—John iv. He made
disciples, then baptized them.  We do not read

. But then there were other classes of disciples.
. Infants have uo cross 1o bLear therefore the
haud infer from St Matthew's eilence, that '

objection is futile, because Christ’s words are
inapplicable to them.  Our Saviour clearly
wieant by this definition to describe a genuine
disciple, who, when ealled on was ready 15
sulfer shame for bis name, but there were
other disciples of a far ditfevent kind.  Chriet
himself drew a distinction between a disciple
in word and & disciple indeed. 1 ye con.
tinue in iy word then are ye my disciples
indeed." —John viii. 3i. Nay, more, our
Lord satisfuctorily refuted this idea of the
Baptistes, that no man can be & disciple who
does vot daily bear his cross, by the choice
of Judus ae a disciple; he had been, no
doubt, baptized, ** For he was numbered with
us,”” says 3t. Peter, (Actei. 17), “and had
obtaived part of thiv ministry.”  Simon
Magus too was made a disciple by baptiun,
yet our Lord’s definition of a disciple was
most inapplicable to him, and so it ever will
be. * The kingdom of heaven (the visible
church) is like unto a net cast into the sea
which gathers of every kind. Let not man

that is Christ's prerogative at the gl:nt ac-
count. DBut enough has beea said to refute
this sttempt *“to entangle Christ “in his
talk."”

“ T'he gospel commirsion {s, * Gu ye- theres
Sore and teach all mations, buptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Sow, and of
the Holy Ghost'—Matt. xxviii. 27. *Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel tv
every creature.  Ie that believe'h and is bup-
tized shall Le saved, bus he that believeth not
shall be damned’—Matt. xvi. 15, The
Saviour made and baplized disciples in Judea,
but the apostles were to go into all the world ¢,
make and baplize disciples. The first duly
enjoined in this commissivs is to mahs diseiples,
by preaching the grspel. The second duly is
tv baptize such disciples, or believers, as they
are culled in Mark, TAis commission is wo
authority for infunt baptism, bul it positively
communds the baptism of all belicvers.”

‘I'rue, this was part of the Apostolic Mis-
sion, and it is for us to consider in which sente
it was likely to have baen understood by the
Apostles; bearing in wind thet thete was
not the least necessity for our Lurd to have
perticularized infants, speaking as he was to
inen who were acquainted with the practice
of beptizing them ; men to whom the cus-
tom was perfectly familiar, the laws (ss we -
beforc said) invatiably baptising se well as
circumcising the children of Gentiles convert-
ed to Judaism. Now the importaut point is
this 1 our Lord must have known that llis
command * to baptize sil natione,' would
convey to llie Apostlcs the ides that they
were to baptize sll without excepting infants;
if then lle knew thai he would be so vnder-

nor chietly, avowed Dissenters who will read and
approve of this passage—for, in truth, though it
appears at first sight to resolve itself into a question |,
of extempore versus pre-composed forms of Prayer,

yet thete evidently was in this case a form of
prayer, with a formal time, place, and manner ol |
using that prayer ; and Mr. Wilson speaksof*‘ the
tune in which they said their Amen”—all of
which is, in reality, so far, part and parcel of that

Church system which it is, the evident object of
the writer to depreciate.
we fear, increasing class of persons, who wil
gladly catch at the ¢ onveient playsibilitics of this

' some to suppose that he baptized nune else,

There is a large, lndi i

But St. Matthew's words are, * Then went
out to hiw Jerusalem and all Judea, &c., and
were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing
their sine.''  An acute reader will at once
sce a differcnce between these statements:
the words ** All Judea went oyt to him and
were baptized, confessing their sine” are
widely diffcrent (rom the worde * John
preached in Judea sad baptized such as con- '

of his baptizing any bdut disciples, and these gi00d, and yet did not disclaim this meaning
could not be infunts, for he says, ** Whaosoever | of His worda, in short, as he has not excepted
doth not bear_my cross and come after me | infants, the jnevitable conclusion is that he
caunot b my diseiple.’ —Luke xiv. 27, ‘The " intended His Apostles to include them.  So
distinction here drawn betwcen making and ' fur then from this commission being no
baptizing dinciples is as fanciful as if 80 authority for jnfant babtisn, it is & strong
officer should distinguish between making and ' presumption in favor of the practice. T'o
enlisting & soldier, the fact being that dis- | have specified infants would have been super.
ciples were made such by baptiem, end RAyous; that he did not exceps them fs suf-
soldiers 8y enlistment. This distinction of ! fcient. ' '

the Baptists may have arisen from misundere ‘ To de Continuc./,



