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e | it and talks : Mr. Cartier bas brought in his Mil.ua few wards is the Catholic theory of the pheno- |1f eitber Mr. Bonar or Mr. Dawson will reckon | canons because of merely homan origin, aré
| Ebt @xnt wnntgﬁ’ Bill : as yet however we see no issue out of the | meron recoguised by the Rev. Mr, Bonar. It ) them up as eo many recruits gained to their reli- | void of all binding force, and whose definitions of
e ' ‘ Nova Scotian difficulty. From the Upper Pro- |18 short, agd has this merit that, whether true or | gion. fith are of no obligation upon any man’s con~
. science.
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it is with deep sorrow, in which we arc sure
that all men worthy of the name of men 0 Can-
ada mill partictrate, that we hase to record the
.assassination of Mr, McGee, on the morging of

“Tuesday last, the Tth wnst.  The murdered mao
.was on his return from the House, about 2 o’clock,
- and was apparently in the act of applying the
latch key to the door of bis lodging house, Mrs.
“Trotter’s, Spark Sireet, when the assassin coming
stealth:dy behind him, shot him through the bead.
"Death must have been instantaneous, as the ball
passed through the bran, and lodged in the door.
‘So close to lis vietim did tbe assassio stand that
the bair of the f~rmer was singed.

The alarm was given by a boy who heard the
~ghot fired, and saw a man rusning away. Mem-
~Pers of the House were quickiy on the spot, and
“Sir J. A. Macdonald at once took measures to
-secure the arrest of the assassin. As yet no clue
%as veen discovered ; but we entertain a firm con-
“giction, as well as a fervent hope that the mur-
derer who has brought this foul disgrace upon
~Canada w1 | soon be brought to justice, and made

‘%o expiate his crime on the scaffold.
RN

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The fate of the Protesiant ecclesiastical es-
~¢ablishment 10 Ireland 15 settled, and the doom
-of the Government Church has been at last pro-
-mounced. As a religion, it may be allowed to

jve and thrive as best it may: but as Eogland’s
~Sebastopol in Ireland, as the stronghold of Fog
+118h-powers, as the garnson for keeping the sister
“yéiand 1n subjection, and as By Law Established,
its days are numbered. The long siege of cen-
furies is over at last, and the walls of the obnox -
jous citadel are to be razed to the grovad, This
was the meaniog of the vote cast in a house of
six hondred members, early on the morning of
‘Saturday last, and by a majority of sixty,

Mr. Gladstone’s motion asserted the necessity
of immediatiate action on the Irish Church ques-
tion: Mr. D’Israeli’s policy and the only Insh
policy he and his friends seem to have, was to
solicit delay, to put off the evil day if possible, by
postponiog the consideration of the question until
the meeting of anuther Parliament. O this issue
the strength of the two parties in the legislature
wras fully put forth; azd after a long and api~
wmated debate, the division gave the large majo
ity of sixty against the Mimstry.  Whether the
Batter will resign, or cling to cffice, is still uncer-

AN

."'tuln: but eppareatly prescient of defeat, the

Premier moved before the divisian, for an ad-

- gourpment over the Easter Lohdays. 'Mus was

<agreed to.
‘What the victorious Liberals will do with

“%hewr victory? how they will improve it? and
wewhat 15 the Gladstooe Irich pohiey 2 if setsled
<policy be have—are questions to wiich no an-
~swer cau as yet be given. DBut all men feel and

‘&kmow that the-long agony is over, and that sen-

“tence of death has been passed by the British
Fouse of Commons on the Protestant Church
<as By-Law Established w Ireland. The Times
<ougratulates 1ts readers that, the Commons bave
at last determined that the cancer of the Em-

. gpre shall be removed, The European Conli-
. «uental news presents nothing of interes!,

" President "Johnson seems to have no friends,
gud every one therefore hits bim, and bits him

" faard. The impeachment formalities for deposing

Rim drag their slow length along, exciting lutle
faterest, but leaving no doubt as to their resuit,
Ta-a etter in the Tribune over his own name,

" " Peneral Grant gives it as his opinion that the
" feposition of the President 1s necessary to the
;’egcg!of the c}ountry. The only wonder 1s, that
. his political enemtes did not proceed agamnst him
iy altamder, rather than by inpeachment,

“©Our - Provincal *Legislature at Ottawa, sits

If the

gubacription is not renewed at the oxpfrstion of
the year then, in case the paper be continued, the

viace we hear cheering accounts of the appeas-
ance of the fall sown wheat, and agricultural
operations have commenced. Here the wealber
still continues bitterly cold, and the river is still
covered with ice ; but 1t 1s to be hoped that the
back of the winter 1s broken, though we may
have yet some two months or six weeks of very
severe weather stll before us.

Almost, may we say, bas the case of Balaam
the son of Beor, been recewed 1n these our days,
and before our very eyes, Sent for to curse
Israel, the soothsayer of old constraiued by the
spinit of the Lord, blessed them three times, and
was forced to ackoowledge that the Lord His
God was with lsrael, and that man could pot
prevail agaost him.

With much the same feelmgs as thcse with
which Balac listened to the blessings pronouncad
upon Jacob, must the motley company lately as
sembled in the lecture room of Zion Church to
denounce the Catholic Church and to glorify the

F. C. M. Soctety, have received the testimony
of the most prominent syeakers oo that occasion.
Met together to denounce the Cathslic Church
as the work of man, they blessed her; for
they were perforce compelled to acknow
ledge her as greater than man, as the house
founded upon 3 rock which it is not given to
man or devil to move or overtbrow. Lasten to
a Rev. Mr. Bonar who thus delivered himself;
who in the following terms confessed how futile
hitherto bad been all human agencies to pull
down that whicn God had built up, aed bow all
the powers of bell bad not been able to prevail
against her :—

¢ There was & feeling prevalent in Protestsnt com
mubi ies that the advance of intelligence, and the
m-rch of political eveats, wuat nltimately break
3own the Papacy, and do the wo:k which this society
was attempticg to do. He teared that these consid
erations prevented many from patting forth as great
¢ fforts 66 they otherwiss would. But no political
charges could affeqt this great syftem. As Vacaulay
bad pointed out, it was tha most muarvellous policy
the world had ever seen, and the greatest stuny io
its political aspect, The fact was that the ugual in
fliepces which changed the svstems of men were
utterly incapable of accowpl ehing the work of
breaking down the Pavacy. N thing but tbe pree-
entation of the Word of God couid accomplish the
end they sought. The history of tbe Papacy reves'ed
the fact thar commotions within itself were incapab e
of overthrowiog it. There weze numbe 8 of insfapees
in 1he past when it was divided agninst itaelf, vet it
giill exists  Its history alan revealed the fact thar
no political convulsions were capable of deatroyiog
it We sometimes point to the faet that Jtaly bad
taken awny part of tke territory of the Pope, &nd
thut France ascd Austria were encroacting upon his
temporal power, as evidence of the growing weak-
pess of tne Papacy; bar it etill existed and was
likely to continue to exist During the las: geven
centuries there had been very little curtailment of
tke power of the Papacv. It seemed to bavo just &s
much po <er over the hesrts and minds of men a3
ever. Her Miesionaries were a3 zealous in propa.
gating their religinn aad the whole Charch was as
active as ever. We might contioue to advance for
centurier, 8 in the past, in all ecientific and political
knowledge ; yet the Papscy may have just as much

ower over men /S it bas to-day. France bas mde
rapid strides in intel'igence, yet she ia still as firmly
bound to the Papacy 88 ever.

Strange, is 1t not, that, whilst admitting the
fact, that all ¢ the usual 1nfluences which changed
the systems of men were utterly incapable of ac-
complishing the work of breakiog down the Pa-
pacy:” that po poltical changes could aflect
this great system:” that the rage of enemies
from without, and of traitors from within, were
alike impotent against this wstitution : that the
firod of revolutions passed over it, and when the
wave subsided, left it standing unscathed, amidst
politica’ and social rums which on all sides sur-
rounded it—that the spread of ffall scientific
and political knowledge” imposed no limits to
its spread, and circumscribed not 1ts sphere of
action—1s it not strange we sav, that seemng ant'
admitting these things,tbe Rev Mr Boaar did not
pause to enquire how these things could be, if
Popery were what he represented it as being, if
indeed not Christ, but man were 1ts founder,.—
Under every conceivable aspect that we may
consider it, the permanence of the Papacy, of that
religious system, of that Church which the Papacy
reprecents, 15 marvellous. If we accept it as the
Lord’s doing 1t 1s marvellous in our eyes : butif we
look on it as the doing of man, or of the adver—
sary of God, then it is still more marvellous, for
wo that case, we must admit that m fair fight the
Lord has been defeated, that the Omnipotent has
been overmatched, and that the Creator has been
utterly discomfited by His own creatures. Well
and ably bas it heen retorted on Gibbon, and
others who have contested the miraculous origmn
of Christianity, and the historic truth of the
miracles, by means of which it is pretended that
its spread wasaccomplished—that the conversion
of the fou! Pagan world of the first century, to
Christian'ty, without miracles, would have been
the greatest of a!l miracles, yea, greater, and
more incredible than that one should have arisen
from the dead. So too it may with equal truth
be urged that, m the whole bagiology of the
Romish Cburch there 18 recorded no miracle so
incredible as that which the permanence of the
Papacy oo the Protestant hypothesis z.e. that it
18 %ot the work of Gad, but of man—compels us
us to adopt,

¢ Tu es Petrus—thou art a rock, and upon
this rock I will busld my Church, and the gates
of bell shall wot f~evail against it.,” Here in a

false, it is intelligible, and covers all the facts of
the case : 1t alope gives the reason why, 1o the
words of the Revs Mr. Bonar, all * the usval mn-
fluences which changed the systems ot men were
utterly incapable of accomplishing the work of
breaking down the Papacy,” which shall never
be broken down till God’s word shall have been
proved a le.

Now was Mr, Bonar the ooly speaker who
recognised the phrnomenon of the indestructibi—
lity ot the Papacy by human agencies, without
at the same time drawing the logical conclusion
that thar ipstitution is upheld by superhuman
powers: for surely all that man 1s competent to
build up, man is competent to break down and
destroy. Mr. Dawson, a geatleman of high and
well deserved reputation as a scbolar and man of
science, stood up immediately after Mr. Bonar
sat down, to second zud endorse all that the last
named gentlemen had said. 'With Mr. Bopar
he agreed * that they could never rely upon po-
litical isfluences to break down the power of the
Papacy :” that “it was one of the greatest
master-pieces of human effort the world had ever
seen:” that even here in the New World, in
Canada “ 1ts powerful ipfluence’ was as great as
in the middle ages—though **it bad more oppo
sition than ever,” thongh the gates, or powers of
hell raged more furiously than ever against 1t,—
Here ihen 1t s agaw implied that since the
Papacy can successfully resist all human efforts
to break it down, 1t must needs be upLeld by sz-
perhuman power. .

On what then do our Protestant adrersaries
rely as the means of breaking dowa that which
defies the power of man, and rises supertor to all
human influences ? ¢ The Bible and free discus-
sion® sa1d Mr. Dawson  were sure to make -
roads upon its territory.” The same view of the
case was taken by Mr. Bonar. % Nothing could
relieve men from the dominion of this system—
Popery—but the preseatation of the Word of
(zad, and Christ as the only mediator between
Hm and man.”

But this agaio implies that all Catholics or ad
herents of the Papacy are ignoraat of the Word
of God, and do oot acknowledge Christ as the
sole Redeemer, and propttiation for sin: for if
voe single case would be adduced of a man of
ordinary ipteiligence, good intentions and educa-
tion, whom oeither the Bible, nor the beliet in
Christ as the God-man recouciling sicoers, and
making full and perfect atonement for their in
quities, should induce to rennunce the Papal sys.
tem, it 1s a sell evident proposition that the in—
fluences now rehied upon for the overthrow of the
Papacy will prove as futile as those whose inef
ficacy in the past bath Mr. Booar and Mr.
Dawson admit, Without disparaging the in-
tellectual attainmects of eitber of these gentle-
men, and without any design of impeachiog their
integnty, we do not see that they can lay any
claims Lo the possession of a higher order of in-
teligence, a deeper spiritual insight nto the
mexpicg of that rysterious book called the Bible,
a purer love of truth, or more sincere desire to
do the will of God, thar may such men as Man-
ning, Newman, Wilberforce, and scores of others
waom we might name, and who 1n spite of fam-
liarity with the remedies upon which Protestants
rely for the conversion of Papists, have at great
personal sacrifices gone over from Protestantism
—and general'y be it noted from the evangelica)
phase of Protestantism—to Dopery. And this
brings us to the consideration of a mos! signifi
cant fact connected with the conversion of Ro.
manism to Protestantisin, and of Protestants to
the errors of Rome.

The latter set of conversions, though far from
exclusively s, are made for the most part from
amongst the better educated classes; trom amongst
the leading scholars of the Protestant world ; from
amongst men as conspicuous for their high intel
lectual culture, as far the moral punity of their
lives, for their perfect disinterestedness, and
utter abnegation of self.

Oon the other band, the conversions from
amoogst Romanists to Protestantism of the type
which Messrs. Bonar and Dawson may be sup-
nosed to advocate, are almost ezc!usively made
from amongst the most 1gnorant and upeducated
classes of Catholic society ; and if exceptions
there occasionally be, the converts belong in
variably to that class of whom moraliy, Achilh,
Chiniquy, Leahy, and such like, are the well re-
engpised types. So well knowa is this to Pro-
testant mussionaries that they never address
themselves to educated Catholics, although they
ludicrously pretend te appeal to reason and -
teligence ; for they know that their arguments, or
Sl‘uﬂ' which may well pass for arguments amoogst
the illiterate, would only be laughed at by men
of ordinary education, amongst Catholirs, Tt 13
true that amongst the latter many do, in the hey.
day of youth, and when their passions are strong,
forsake thewr Church, and reoounce their fasth ;
but in so doing they always renounce, not only
Popery, but Christianity ; they make reason the
basis of their belief, and as a logical consequence
their religion is rationalism. These men may be

reckaoned as lost to Papery, but we doubt much

Tue PaN-ANcLicAN SyNop.—We deemed
in our innocence that this body was not only
dead, but buried, committed to the grave, and
that oblivion covered ‘ts deeds. Tbese come
before us aguin in the sbape of nine Reports,
which the Synod has left behind 1t to testify as
to its existence on the face of the earth, and to
disturb the peace of the Anglican community ;
for,though the recommendations therein contamed
wi'l never be carried throagh; though they are im-
przc icable,and evidently impracticable to all wio
know what Auglicanism 1s, its origm, its bslory
acd its pretensions, still there will always be a
party in that sect, which mll clamor vociferously
for thewr adoption, as the realisation of their long
cherished dreans, and as necessary to give to
the religious d=pomination of which they ere
members, the aspect, propottions and status of a
Church, by Christ, as well by Law, established.

The dommant idea embodied 1a these Reports,
the one practical result of the Pan-Anglican
Syned, is the establishment ot a visible centre of
uvion for all those sects which have spruag into
existence since the Reformation, and which
acknowledge the Church of England as By Law
Established, as their common motoer. Tis
visible centre of unitp, without which there can
be no unity of doctrine or discipline, no form, or
semblance even of a Church, as it exists actually
amonyst Catholics, and 10 idea amoogst Angli
cans—is to consist of a permanent Synod com-
posed of clerical and lay representatives, the
former of whom are alone to have the right of
voting ; of wlich ihe government Archoishop o'
Canterbury is to be ¢ Perpetual Grand Presi
sident,” and convener, but whose actual spiritual
authority will we fear amosnt to no more than
d.d that of our old friend Dick Swiveller of face -
tious memory,and P. G. P.of the Glorious
Apollos. This body destined to supersede the
Privy Council as in England and 1reland, and to
supply the want of that august tribunal in the U.
States, and other regions where its decisiocs are
destitute ct all legal authority, 15 moreover to be
supplercented by a “voluntary spiritual tribunal,”
to which all questions of doctrine are to be car-
ried as to a final court of appeal, and whose de-
cisiops will be binding upou those who are willing
to acecept them as binding.

With the establishment of this cumbrous ma-
chinery, which is iccompatible with the relations
actually existing in England between Church and
State, it 18 boped that Anglicanism may succeed
in obtaming recogmtion as a braach! of the
Catholic Church, from the Latin and Greek
commumons, and 1o time, in effecting with them
a corporate union! for these silly illusians are
still cherished by some amongst our Anglican
(riends in spite of the stubbornest of facts, and
their own admissions.

Yet, by implication, they admit the purely bu
man origin of the tribunals, one and all, which they
propose to set up by way of obtaicing the long
coveted status of a Church. Tbey tell us that
such an assembly, tribupal, or centre of unity as
they propose to establish, would not under pre.
sent circumstances ‘ be competent to enact
canons of budiog ecclesiastical authority, or to
frame detinitions of faith, abligatory on the
churches of the Anglican communion.” This
admission 1s fatal—for if not competent now to
do these things, bow can the meditated central
Anglican Synod ever become competent to do’
them? Trom God alone can come such power
or competence : and if God bad given 1t to the
Anglican communioz, it would even now in spite
of Acts of Parliament, of decisions of Privy
Council, be fully competent to epact binding
canons, and to frame defimtions of faith obligatory
on all men : but on the coatrary, it it 1s ncom-
petent to do thuse 1Eigs now—this very day,
even—1t is because it has recetved no such power
or authority from God, nor can this essential
original defect be remedied by any action on
its part, either of the Anglican communion or
of the Legislature. No human power or tribunal
can convey the right to exercise spiritual autho-
rity, or to frame definitions of faith oblizatory on
any obe’s conscience. As well might a man
hope to raise bimself w the air, or to accomphsh
what tbe Spiritualists call the feat of levstatinn,
by tueging away at the waist-baod of his
breeches, as our Anglican friends think to extract
the superbvman from the human, or to make the
definitions of a purely secular tribunal, otligatory
in the tribunal of conscience. Even were there
no legal obstacles in the way of the carrying out
of the recommendations of the Reports of the
Committee, were our Anglican friends to com-
plete thewr proposed ecclesiastical organisation
to—morrow, they would not have taken the first
step even towards the accomplishment of {heir
cherished objects > they would have assimilated
the statas of their communion! not to that ot
the R. Catholic Church but to that of the Bap
tists, the Methodists, and other voluntary Pro-
testant dissealing denominations, which, without
let or hindrance from the Stdie, mavage all their
owa affa:rs, doctrinal and disciplinary ; but whoze

Tae CHurRcH MacaziNe.—We have receiy-
ed a copy of tlis publication, conducted in the
nterests of the Anglhication denumination of our
Protestant brethren. It tsopen to men of all
parties in that body, and 1s conducted in an ami-
able aod gentlemanly spinit.  We  would never.
theless venture upon a contradiction of an asser-
tion to tbe effect that ¢ Romush divines, that is
to say, divines of the Roman Catholic Churct,
ever held or taught the doctrine of % Transac.
oidentation” or of ¢ Impanation;” since the
first is contradicted by our senses, aod the se-
cond was Lutheran, Neither is cur friead cor-
rect in saying that frespectable Roman Ca-
tholic’s complacently quote the exploded Nag’s
Head Fable 1 coofirmation of the non valid-
ity of Aoglican O.ders. The Greek as well
as the Latin Church, refuses to recognize
the validity of these Ouders, but upon grounds
quite independent of the Nag’s Head Fable,
which may be, propably is,a va.n legend, but
one whose truth or falsity in no wise effects the
question at 1ssue.

ErraTUM.—In our letter frem Terrebonge,
published 1n last week’s 1ssue, the name of the
Hon. J.- P, O. Chauveau was ummntentionally
substitufed for that of the Hon. N. F. Belleau,
Lieutenaat Goveraor of tbe Province of Quebec.
It was this gentleman who jresented to the
College the massive gold * cross of honer,” re-
ferred to by our correspondent. DMr. Chauveau
was the donor of a very valuable silver gilt cross.

PapAL Zouaves.—We learn from e Nou-
veaw Monde that the Commiltee has received
offers of service from 215 persons, and th t a
sum ot $10,285 to defray expences Las been
subscrived for.

MORE PAPAL ZOUAVES.
JoLteTTE, P.Q., March 26th, 1868.
(To the Editor of the True Wilness.)

Dear Sir,—Yesterday being the Feast of
the Annunciation, the Parish Priest of tlns place
avnounced at Higb Mass, that, after the evening
service, a collection was going to be made for
the Papal Zouvaves. He said that at least four,
if not s1x young mea were ready to follow their
cenfrere, Mons. D. Dulresne, a late student of
this College, to Lcme, in order to enro] them-
selves under and defend the S-andard of the
Cross.

1o the evening, long before the appointed hour,
not only the spacious Church, but also the Sa.
cristy were crowded to their u most with people.
Whether charitahle purses, the pulpit, or pernaps
both, bad brought so maay bither, remams 1o be
lraroed. The graond Altar was decorated witk
festival attire, with illumina‘ed chandeliers and
flambeaus. Some prayers having been said,
Moos. Cure moaunted the pulpit and frcm the
text: % Tu es Petrus, &e.”? delivered an api-
mated discourse, well worthy of bis already
known renewn as an orator. He showed forth the
supremacy of the Soverergo Pontiff, and the duty
of every Catholic towards Him, Havm'g
preached abeut an bour and a half, he said that
he would continue his discourse on Sunday next,
when also a second collectton for the same purpose
would take place. Thep two of the volunteers
proceeded through the aisles, giving the Joliette
people an opportumty to show therr charty once
more, which, we are cocfident they did, though
we could not as yet learn the amount taken up.
The whole closed with the Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, apd music adapted for the
nccasion. One of the priests of St Vlateur, and’
Professor of Joliette College, bas just arrived
from Montreal, with the permission to accompany
as Chaplain the next company of Zoaves to
Rome. Further particulars in my next.

Yours, etc, SPECTATOR.

(To the Editor of the True Wilness.)

There is nothing one likes better than to see
an occasional potice of Lis own commupily in a
cherished weekly visitor, such for instance, as the
True WirNess. In our fumily we beguile
many an hour duriag the long and cold winter
nights, 1 your well-filled columns. Sitting
cosily in our rocking chair with our slippered
teet on the stove fender, the True WiTKESS
puts us 1n commune with the world outside of our
ice-bound coast. ‘Throvgh the magic plass of
your columns, we have beheld the satanic Gari-
haldians, disastrously repulsed by the gallant

Zouaves of His Holiness : we have also
scen the kind and benevolent wmanner
in His His Holiness admonished those of

them that were taken prisoners, to go and sin 0o
more ; through your columns the political kalei-
doscope of Europe revolves before our vision
with weekly regalarity ; what, with Pan-Angh-
can Synods one day, and the rext day conver-
sions of the noble and the good and the true,
from 1he Anglican heresy to the true fold of
Christs  From week to week we have read of
ail these doings, so interesting and so instructive.

With this, by may of preface,let me at once
introduce my topic,—¢ Our Native Isle.’ You
are aware, as no doubt all Canadians are, that
the Prince Edward Islanders are strong anti con-
federates, and view with cold distan all attempts
to induce them to become part of the Confedera-
tion. They have ample reasons for this, which
I need not Liere recapitulate as no doubt your
readers are already aware of many of (hem; the
principle one ot which, however, is a great fear
of an mcreased taxation, mithout a corresponding
equivalent 1n the shape of benefits returned for
the same.

Monarchists as we are, and disguise the feel-



