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THE Men and Principles of '48,is the we, (the Irish), surpass most nations,
title of a lecture delivered by Rev. Father and we are the peers of any, in the high-
Sbechy iu 1874, and reprtedinullu in- er and divine force of moral courage and

moral strengtb, we are the most abject
the American Celt of O.tober 17th, of the and crave cowards of aIl the people who
same year. Itl is an open glorification call themselves human beings." To
and apprî val of the principIc of the re- make so sweeping and sao untrue a state-
vctionarv party that oppoed O'Connell ment Father Sbeehy muet bave wilfully
in the di ys cf the R p s ed agftation nesuand deliberately hut bis eyes to the
c<-inc qteiyt1jLst a eopensand foria iwole stretch of Irish history reacbing
condquenty just aopen and fli!eork a fromi the days of Queen Elizabeth to
hindwomaIL f he 5 ifd bas been indced Catholic Emancipation, and uniting Lo
him wvho thrert leader of men, the multiplied instances of " physcal dar-

"LihEraton" U Ireiand ad the author of i g." sucb a sustained example of "the

CatbolirE. f *onIe and higher and divine force of nirail courage
r1 -. s-Cand moral strength," such a chinging tu

pr. ' îr u aat e truth andjustice and principle for their
of c ly r in ia own sake and aginLt the heaviest odds,

itr usf t as the world had never before seen and
neës IÀ dicuiii, etwr y -t iýre uf hought will prcbably never ses again. The an-1

sd f dire th sn ev r îsake au nui tte- nais of human bistory affdrd no evidence -
ni d ce x rt -o c.e ve m o t e ca ma te of a struggle in w hich so high adegree

demed. After sel ch ng rapidly the of the sublimest moral courage was1
pro.rs of the wh' rvemenxt unider shown as in that of the Irish peopleï
0 Cornil!, F.4Laber Sp.hv errives .t the against the persistent tyranny, the
time ot the amus "M mter Meetings? rmean bigotry, and the ceaeeless persecu-
those remkaîîLl)e .v.denees of tihe strong tion of the Eugliab army and govern-1
national mi-elig that ins8pired the Irish ment.0

people in tbotse days, that aideireland's So much for Father Sheehy's lecture. 1
hnsein leader the meust powerful man in This lecture was dellvered more than r

the British Empire, and twenty years ago and bad protably fadedc
fron the memory of even the most en-à

PLi alcdhe ar®tglbofM ta , "and thusiastic amongst its author's audience c
on the occasion of is delivery. It cet-i

Father Sheeh*y has nothing but con- tainily did not deserve to live. In ourE
demnation fcr the leader and reproach day. its doctrine is not ouly false and î
for the pople. A's is wel kown O'Con- dangerous but inopportune. Men are t
nell irached everywhere peace and coming to see that the peu is nishtier
order and cor.stitutional agitation. He than the sword, and that the sedition d
decla'red timte. 4n d again to the assembled and plotting mud cons4 .iracy and rebellion :
tbousands i t the man who advocated are the weapons of fois. t
arMed m %1itanc as an enemy of the But not so with the Boston Pilot. This t
caumse. Father S'c'ehy tiinks differently; newapaper, ordinarily so sure a goide in -
"At ''ara," he says, 'O'C ,nnell h-ad more maLttera political, and se enthu1sistic a t
and braver mlen tban toulght in the defender of the Irish cause and people,r
combined ariniEs at Waterloo. Pity bas, for some inexplicable reason. gone t
o great a imal could be sio great a out of its way to quicken into life thei t
tri er ; pity the Irsb race bad dead lecture. te give tacit approval to
grown sr degenerate," and a little principles that could end only in
further on, speaking of O Cmnnell's aver- disaster, and to malign, at least im-
sion to blood i "hng No drop of blood, plicity, the Irish people and their
was bis nxiom ; no drop of blood, bis greatest leader, Daniel O'Connell.
policy. Eve at this distant date it takes Wbat can possibly ho the policy of th e
one's breti away to recitesuch pitiable Pilot ? Has it turned revolutiouary ?4
maxims." He candemins " the ethics of Dces it wish Ireland to forsake the path
moral for c aLd tle quaukely of blood- of cor.stitutional agitation fr tlat of
less ba:tleqI" and quiteësapprovingly secret societies, ueeless bloodilied uand
some of John Mitchell" fiercest princi- certain defeat ? John Boyle O'RRilly
ples ; "ideas are nost intelligible w-uld never bave sanctioned or advised
whinil tht-y are expresse in actionI" and such a course, and it is hard to belleve
.public' imi.:: marches well when it that it bas the approval of Mr. Patrick

wear lt tnitsi he-d." He would Donahoe. The men of '48 were true pa-
bave had OO'Cnn'-l iragne hbis hun- triots and many of them endowed with
dr.ds 4.f t wianis. of hearers on 'the literary, political, oratorical or adminis-
patbho .f a ride and the loie of a blow" trative ability of a high order, but in
and inma ill into tieir minds the divine comparison to O'Connell they were alto-
trutAihat "seditin is at once the gether conmonplace. Strange, tben, that
weuron ad tie sbiF]d of liberty." ,e the Pilot ebould publisb sa falsascriti-
woutld have lad taught fror pulpit, cisam, so bitter au attack on the great
prcrs and plat frn that " th e patriotism iTribune, more especially at a moment
fit .to acbieve libety aud erjoy it after, when every true Irishman might do weili
was to be meared hy the psliuh of the to drop upon bis knees and pray Heaven
ritie ai d tbe t ni er if the steel." These for just such another leader who might
are the chief ideis that run throngh unite by the strangth of his genius the
Fe-ther Sheehîy' lecture ; in a dzen warring,jarring factious of Irish politice.
differnt wauys h hicits the-m before bis Had not the Pilot sources of infcrmation
hearer-t-it explining bla wn pesition that did net exist for Father Sbeely
and cl.j etirg ti thoîo who think other twenty years agoe? Sir Charcs Gavkin
wise ; in defendiog bis friende and at- Duify's "Young Ireland," a book having
tacki'g bsi u;îmies ; in laudfing the for its avowed object thi defence of th i
"phaysicel force " mon of '48, and cou- me of '48 and writteu k-; onte of then-
demning the advoeatcs tif deaceful agi- selves, might have serve as a reference,
tation,-it li-cver the sane line o! attack and would have shown that O'Connel
and defenîce. always valued his counry ahove himself

Bit Fateiir Sheehy is not satisfied to and his personal reputation, aud never
ret liere. Ioweer mich one rnight more so than in the afiair of the Clontarft
differ with bim on principle, no ne meeting. The leader had cal!ed for a
could deniy him the right to a ful] and muster of the nation at Clontarf; the
free exprceml'ois o-f his viewe F( long as he meeting was prohibited by the govern-
remained in the relîra of theory, or did ment. Let Mr. D-tffy tell us what pre-t
not 1la.grantly violate istnricral truth. parations were made "to pireserve the
But Father Sheehy went ont ofthbs way public peace." "The Duke of Wellington
to give utterance to as base ta slander on bad promised te provide for the public
the Irish race, and as gross an untuth peace, and ho set abont providing for itf
ms could ha-ve alku fromr the posoned on a liberal scale. Thirty-live thousand 1
lips of James Anthony Frtude troops of all arms were distributedt
or Mr. Guldwin Smith. Maddened by throngbout the Island. The barracks
the repueated refneals of the Irish people were pierced with loop-hoies and became
to desert tLeir cm su and accesful a fortress against insurréction. Forts
leader adnrq his law ful agitation in sud Martello Towers were put in a state
order to felluw miguided, hotheaded of*defence,garrisons were strengthened,
patriots in an unorgaDized, hopelees sud the supply oh arms and materiale of war
immoral rebelli'n, this frish priest, largely increased,andwarsteamers werei
whose God-given muission and easy task stationed on the sea-coast and navigable1
it was toe defend his fellow-countrymen rivers." And against this array of mili-i
against unjust and false accusations, tary force what solid graunds had O'Con-

.. . a .~" e...,vm * 1 tn- n'l f-r haip 'e- tU. -'i'-, '- n r -

- me- !!1Linièit wh en pbyico. dar were oie soldiez, x k,,re hits idie

where his armasand ammunition ? Vague
theorizing on the beauties of rebellion
May be very picturesque, but the man
who leada a nation into war without a
reasonable chance of succeus forfeit all
right to our respect and is worse than a
criminal. O'Connell clearly saw the folly
of holding the Clontarf meeting in the
face of the government's prohibition.
The proclamation had been issued only a
few houri before the time set for the
meeting. It was believed that the offi
cial document had been purposely kept
back until it would be too late for the
national leaders to prevent the assemb-
ling of the people. Then there would be
no difficulty in provoking the multitude
to some act of violence necessitating and
jusLifying the interference of the troops
and giving hostile rulers an excuse for
submitting the whole nation to the hor-
rors of martial law. O'Connell. iu ail his
gonious career never ehowed himself to
greater advantage than at this juncture.
A man of less patriotism and more ambi-
tion, of less genius and more rashness, of
less self-sacrifice and more vanity would
have acted quite differenily. It would
have been so easy to place oneself at
the head of the three or four hundred
tbousand men that were suretoassemble
at Cloutarif and lead them in aglorionus
charge for faith,freedom and fatherland.
But 00Cnntll looked beyond the passing
hour andi saw the inevitable result. Un-
armed eLthusiasm, swordleus bravery,
powderless determination are not the
most approved weapons .of warfare and
can lead to nothing but disastroua defeat.
And eo the great Tribune, who loved hie
country and his people and had always
woiked for their best interests, put aside
entirely alil thought of personal glory or
personal reputation, and showed himuelf
ready to sacrifice everything for the
general good. In the few hours at hie
disposal hr sent meeseigers to every part
of the surrunping country to prevent
h e people f rom assembling and to induce
those already on their way to return
peatceably to their homes. The Clontarf
meting was not beld and O'Connell had
prevented what would probably have been
tbe moit appalling butchery of!modern
times.

Yet this is the conduct which Father
Sheehy visited withi the severest reproach
and which the Boston Pilot twenty years
after Father Sheehy sees fit to condein
in the sane terme, while both approve
at least implicitly the sorry rebellion of
Snith O'Brien and other men of '48 with
Lt e r half dozen ridiculous charges and
their ignominious capitulation in a cab-
bage garden. The leaders in this case
sacriliced their country to a point of per-
sonal bonor; they had given their word to
fight; 6ght they would, be the conse-
quences what they might te the van-
quished.

The course of the Bston Pilot cannot
possibly be due to malice. l the cause
culpable ignorance or wanton careless
ness? ItLsdißicuilttoanswer. Butone
thing is certain-that journal owes its
readers an open and unqualified apology
for tbe iiisult to te Irish race that ap-
peared in its columne and for its unjust
ii-tanent of the memory of O'Connell.
The history of Ireland from the days of
Que-en Elizabeth to the granting of
Catheiic Emancipation gives the lie
direct to the asei-rtion that the Irish are
wçanting in moral foice and courage; as
to O'Conrell, let bis vindication come
froim Thomas D'Ary M Gee, himself
one of the men of '48 lu the preface of
his book " O'Conneil and his Friende,"
M(cGee says: "The name of my im-
niortal rubject bas been familiar to the
ivilized world for nearly forty years.

l'ho flee of the earth venerate it, the
tyrants and task makers of men hate its
utterance. Were those who have been
benefitted by the labors of his life to as
siemble in congres at the call of grati-
tude, an assembly would be formed with-
out a parallel in ail past hitory. The
Asiatic of the Indian Peninsula would
leave is rice crops by the banks of the
sacred Ganges; Africs would send forth
ber dusky deputies; the West Indies
their emancipated dark mon; Canada
ber gratefal reformera, and Europe the
noblest of her fre3eand of ber fallen races.
The voice of Kosciusko, from the Lomb,
would commnand some worthy son of
Poliad to juin the great chorus of
humanity in s:nging praises t the cc-m
mon benefactor. It would be a testi-
monial equal Lo its cause, if ail the world
vers represented, and ot other-
wise., . . . The great work of!
Sniv-rFal emant-inp is searcely <i m
nsêt. -j. O e ofl me tir--t irs the letd
amfong5 Lhuee Wnoi labore.i, and thoughit,
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and suffered contumely and reproach for
it sake, was the Liberator of Ireland.
Whoever may live to see the day when
slavery shal ceaie, Will see also the
statue of O'Connell in every free senate,
and hear, in every land, the wise and
honorable of that age repeat his story
with reverence. Alone, or perbape side
by aide with Wasbington, he will be
placed in the first rank of those worthies
of all the world whose souls were un.
cribbed by custom and whose bene-
volent laborm were unconfined te any
family or nation of the earth. In him
the everlaating Church Will claim a
champion, unexcelled amone laymen
for the severity of hie mission. In him
Humanity will claim a priest, entiLled
to administer at her bigh aitar. In him
Liberty will boast a model for all her
future refornmers."-Chas. J. Fulhan in
the Ottawa University Magazine, " The

w."
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or scrofulous blood,will find quick
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