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*“The Men and Priciples of "48"

AND THE BOSTON PILOT.

Te Men and Principles of 48, is the
titleof a leeture delivercd by Rev. Father
Sheehy in 1874, and reperted in full ip
the American Celt of October 17th, of the
same year. It is an open glorification
and approval of the principles of the re-

veintionary party that opposed O’Connell
in the days of the Repesl agftation; it is
conecquently just as open and formal a
condemuaticn of the life and life-work of
hima wbom the world has been indaced
ta beiieve s trest leader of men, the
“Liberator” of Ireland acd the author of

Catholin T aasripaisn, [.c tone and
puriicy ioay oot e iuliried fro & few
of thie m 3.0 it 2 nracraabts in what
ig certaizly o resstorpboce ol eicgeuce

and literainy - if beanty of style smooth-
pees of diction, energy and iize of thought
and ex; ression exn ever make a master-
pisce wlire it - idess musi be con-
demned. After sketch ng rapidly the
progress of the wheln movement nuder
O Covnell, Faiher Stechy errives at the
time of the famons *Alnster Meetings,”
those renmrkabie ev.dences of Ltha strong
nativnal feeling that inspired the Irish
people in those days, that msde Ireland’s
chosen leader the mest powerful man in
the British Empire, and
1 Placed the strength of /1l the land
Like a falchlon in his hund.”

Father Sheehy has nothing but con-
demnation for the leader and reproach
for the poople. A4 s well kuewn QO'Con-
nell preached everswhere peace and
order and conatitutional agitation. He
declared time and again to the assembled
thousende tkat the man who advocated
armed vesigtance was an epemy of the
cruse, Father Sheehy thinks differently ;
“At Tara,” ke 8ays, “0'C nnell had more
snd braver men than fought in the
combired arinies at Waterloo. Pity
80 grea’ & man conll be 8o great a
trifler ; pity the Irish race had
grown so degenerate,” and a little
turther on, speaking of O'Connell’s aver-
sion to blovd mi-ilhing “No drop of blood,
was bis axiym ; Do drop of blood, his
poliey. Even at this distant date it takes
one’s breath away to recite such pitiable
maxims.” He condemns * the ethics of
moral {oreg aud the quackery of blood-
lesa bartlea” and guntes approvingly
some of John Miichiell’s fiercest prinei-
ples ; “idess Aara moat intelligible
when they are expresscid in action ” and
¢ public oninion marches well when it
wenrs u hoinebon its hesd.” He would
have had¢ ('Cubnell barangue his hun-
dr:ds of thousande of hearers on “ the
pathoy «f a rifla snd the lozic of & blow”
and inwill iuice their minds tho divine
truth that *eediticn is at once the
wespon ard the sbirld of liberty.” He
would have had taugbt from pulpit,
prers and platfurm that © the patriotism
fit to achieve libexty and enjoy it after,
wig to be meaniived by the pohah of the
rifle a1 d the temg er ot the steel,” These
are the chief idess that rop threngh
Father Sheehy™s lectwre ; in a dezen
diflercnt ways he puts them before bis
hearers—iu expluiniog hila ewn pesition
and olj ctivg to there who think other
wisa ; in defendiag his friends and at-
tackivg bis encwies; in lwuding the
“ pbysicel force ” men of 48, and cou-
demmning the advoeates of peaceful agi-
tation,—it ia cver the snme lne o! attuck
and defence.

But Fatiier Sheehy is not satiefied to
rest hiere. However much one might
differ wilh bhim on principle, no cns
could deny him the right to & full and
free expressivn of his viewsz o lonyg as he
remained in the realm of theory, or did
not flagrantly violnte histerieal trutb.
But Fatber Sheeby went out of I's way
to give ulterance to as base n slander on
the Irish race, and a8 gross an unt-utb
28 could have fallin from the poisoned
lips of Jaumes Anthony Friude
or Mr. Guldwin Smith, Maddened by
the repented refneals of the Irish people
to decert thelr eheswn and suceessful
leader and his lawful agitation in
order to fclluw misouided, hotheaded
yatriots in an uncrganized, hopeless and
immoral rebeliion, this Jrish priest,
whose God-given mission and eany task
it was to defend his fellow-counirymen
azainst nojust and false accusaiions,
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we, (the Irish), surpass most nations,
and we are the peers of any, in the high-
er and divine force of moral courage and
moral strengtb, we are the most abject
and crave cowards of all the people who
call themeelves human beings.” To
make 50 sweeping and so untrue a state-
ment Father Sheeby must have wiifully
and deliberately shut his eyes to the
whole stretch of Irish history reaching
from the days of Queen Elizabeth to

Catholic Emancipation, and uniting to
multiplied instances of * physical dar-
ing,’ such g sustained example of * the
bigher and divine force of moral courage
and meral strepgth,” such a clinging tu
truth andjustice and principle for their
own sake and against the heaviest odds,
as the world had never before seen and
will prcbably never see again. The an-
nals of human bistory 2fFord no evidence
of & struggle in which so high a degree
of tho sublimest moral courage was
shown as ian that of the Irish people
againet the persistent tyranny, the
meua bigotry, and the ceaseless perascu-
tion of the Euglish army and govera-
ment.

So much for Father Sheehy’s lecture.

Thia lecture wus dellvered more than
twenty years ago and had protably faded
from the memory of even the most en-
thusiastic amongst its antboer’s andience
on the occasion of its delivery, Itcer-
tainly did@ not deserve tolive, Inour
days its doctrine is not only false and
dsngerous bnt inopportune. Men are
coming to see that the pen is mightier
than the sword, and tbat the sedition
and plotting and conspiracy and rebellion
are the weapons of fools.
But not so with the Boston Pilot. This
newspaper, ordinarily so sure a ganide in
matters political, and 8o enthusisstic a
defender of the Irish cauee and people,
bav, for some inexplicable reason, gone
out of its wuy to quicken into life the
dead lectura, to give tacit approval to
principles that ocould end only in
disaster, and to malign, at least im-
plizity, the Irish people and their
greatest leader, Daniel (O'Connell.
What can possibly be the policy of tke
Pilot ? Hes it turned revolutionary ?
Dces it wish Ireland to forsake the path
of corstitutional agitation for that of
secret societies, ueeless bloodshed and
certain defeat 7 Jobn Boyle O'Railly
weuld never bave sanctioned or advised
such a course, and it is hard to believe
that it has the approval of Mr. Patrick
Donahoe. The men of '48 were true pa-
triots and many of them endowed with
literary, political, oratorical or adminis-
trative ability of a bigh order, but in
comparison to O'Connell they wers aito-
gether commonplace. Strange, then, that
the Pilot ahculd publish so false a criti-
ciem, 8o bitter an attack on ths great
Tribune, more especially at a moment
when every true Irishman might Jdo weli
to drop upon his knees and pray Heaven
for just sunch another leader who might
unite by the strergth of his genius the
warring, jarring factions of Irish politice.
Had not the Pilot sources of infcrmation
that did not exist for Father 3heehy
twenty years ago? Sir Charles Gavan
Dufiy's “Young Ireland,” a book baving
for its avowed object th¢ defence of the
me of 48 and writteu by one of them-
selves, might have rerved as a reference,
and would hsve rhown that (’Connell
always valued his conniry sbhove himself
and his personal reputation, and never
more A0 than in the afirir of the Clontarf
meoting. The leader had called for a
wruster of the nation at Clontarf; the
meseting was prohibited by the govern-
ment. Lst Mr. Daffy tell us what pre-
parations were roade “to preecerve the
public peace.” “The Duke of Wellington
had promised to provide for the public
peace, and he set abont providing for it
on & liberal scale. Thirty-five thousand
troops of all arms were dirtributed
tbroughout the Island. “The barracks
were pierced with lonp-holes and became
a foriress against insurréciion. Forts
aud Martello Towers were put in & state
of defence, garrisons were strengthened,
the supply of arms and materials of war
1argely increasad, and war ateamers were
stationed on the sea-cnast and navigable
rivers.” And agsinat this array of mili-
tary force what solid grounds had Q’Con-
u-'l for helipving thet artjy~ nen oy -
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were uis soldiers, wh.ore his - flicer,

where his arms and ammunition ? Vague
theorizing on the beauties of rebellion
may be very picturesque, but tbe man
who leadsa nation into war without a
reasonable chance of success forfeits all
right to our respect sand is worse than a
criminal. O’Connell clearly saw the folly
of holding the Clontarf meeting in the
face of the government's prohibition.
The proclamation had been issued only &
few hours hefore the time set for the
meeting. It was believed that the offi-
cial document bad been purposely kept
back until it would be too late for the
nitional leaders to prevent the assemb-
ling of the people. Then there would be
no difficulty in provoking the multitude
to some act of violence necessitating and
justifying the interference of the troops
and giving hostile rulers an excuse for
submitling the whnle nation to the hor-
rors of martial law, O'Connell. iu ali his
giorious career never ehowed himaelf to
greater advantage than at this juncture.
A man of less patriotism and more ambi-
tion, of Jess genius and more rashness, of
less nelf-sacrifice and more vanity would

have acted quite differently. It would

have been 80 easy to place oneself at

the head of the three or fuur hundred

tbousand men that were sure to assemble

at Clontarf and lead tbhem in a glorions

charge fo: faith, freedom and fatherland.

But O'Connell looked beyond the paseing

hour and gaw the inevitable result. Un-

armed euthusiasm, swordless bravery,

powderless determination are not the

niost approved weapons of warfare and

can lesd to nothing but dissstroua defeat.

And eo the great Tribune, who loved his

country and his people and had always

worked for their best interests, put aside

entirely all thought of personal glory or

personal reputation, and sbhowed himself
ready to sacrifice everything for the

general good. In the few hours at his

disposa! hr sent meesengers to every part

of the surrounping country to prevent

the people from assembling and to induce

those already on their way to return

peaceably to their homes. The Clontarf
mesting was not held and O'Connell had

prevented what would probably havebeen

tbe moBt appalling butchery of!modern

times.

Yet this is the conduct which Father
Sheehy visited with the severest reproach
and which the Boston Pilot twenty years
after Father Sheehy sees fit to condemn
in the same terms, while both approve
ut least implicitly the sorry rebellion of
Smith O’Brien and other men of 48 with
tt er half dozen ridiculous charges and
their ignominious capitulation in a cab-
bage garden. The leaders in this case
sacrificed their country to a peint of per-
gona} honor ; they had given their word to
fight; fight they would, be the conse-
quences what they might to the van-
quished.

The couree of the Bcston Pilot cannot
possibly be due to malice. 18 the cause
culpable ignorance or wanton careless
ness ? It 18 difficult to answer. But one
thing is certain—that journal owes its
readcrs an open and unqualified apology
for tbe iusult tu the Irish race that ap-
peared in its columns and for its unjust
irenunent of tha memory of O'Connell
The history of Ireland from the days of
Queen Elizabeth to the granting of
Catholic Emsancipation gives the lie
direct to the aesertion that the Irish are
wanting in raoral foice and courage; as
ta O’Counrell, let bis vindication come
from Thomas D'Arcy M Geze, himself
one of the men of '48 In the preface of
hia book “O'Connell and bis Friends,”
M.Gee says: “The namse of my im-
mortal subject has been familiar to the
civilized world for neatly forty years,
The fiee of the earth venerate it, the
tyrants and task makers of men hste its
utterance, Were those who have been
henefitted by the labors of his life to as
semble iu congress at the call of grati-
tude, sn assembly would be formed with-
out a parallel in all past history. The
Asiatic_of the Indian Peninsula would
leave his rice crops by the banks of the
sacred Ganges; Africs would wend forth
her dusky deputies; the West Indies
their emancipated dark men; Oanada
her grateful reformers, and Europs the
noblegt of hear freeand of her fallen rages.
The vuics of Kosciusko, from the tomb,
would command some worthy mon of

numanity in singing praises to the ccm
mon benefactor. It would be a testi-
monial egual to its canse, if all the world
were represented, and not other-
wise,. . . . The great work of
' nivereal emaaneipal v is searcely oom

neneet, O e ol ine vﬁl‘f_‘.‘!. in the flald
amonyss thuge wao labored, and thought,

Poland to juin the great chorus of |

and suffered contumely and reproach for
its sake, was the Liberator of Ireland,
Whosver may live to see the day when
slavery chall "cease, will see also thg
statue of O'Connell in every free senats,
and hear, in every land, the wise and
honorable of that age repeat his story
with reverence. Alone, or perhaps side
by side with Washington, he will be
placed in the first rank of those worthies
of all the world whose aouls were un.
oribbed by custom and whose bene.
volent labors were unconfined to any
family or naticn of the earth. In him
the pverlasting Church will olaim a
champion, unexcelled amone laymen
for the severity of his mission. In him
Humanity will claim & priest, entitled
to administer at her bigh altar. In him
Liberty will boast & model for all her
future reformers.”—Chas. J. Fulham in
tgezgttawa University Magazine, ** The
wl.

Anazmic Women

with pale or sallow complexions,
or suffering from skin eruptions
or scrofulous blood,will find quick
relief in Scott's Emulsion.® All
of the stages of Emaciation,and a
general decline of health, are
speedily cured.

Scott’s
Emulsion

takes away the pale, haggard look
that comes with General Debility.
It enriches the blood, stimulates
the appetite, creates healthy flesh
and brings back strength and
vitality. ForCoughs,Colds,Sore Throat,
Bronchitis, Weak Lungs, Consumption
and Wasting Diseases of Children. «
Send for our pamphlet, Mailed FREE,

Scott & Bowne, Belleville. All Druggists. 60c. & §L

STOCK FARM

Containing 485 Acres—Healthy Rection,
Handsome Dwelllng, Shady Yards, Near De-
pot, Orchard select fruit ; well watered ; hard-
wood timber ; mild climate. Free calalogue
conlaining many bargalns, R.B. CHAFFIN
& CO., Richmond, Va. 19-8-eow
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AGENTS WANTED

For the most popualar Catholic Books.
Write for termsto = - ~ =
BENZIGER BROS.,

46-38 Barolay Sligegt, New York.

Have Your
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DONE BY

GEQ. W. REED,
783 & 785 Craig Street,
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Tooth without Plates a Speoiarty.
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Ponitively OURED with Ver:
vluble Romedios, Have curcd
many thousand cases called
From first dose

¥TREATED FREE

hopeless.

Yo 54 BEAVER HALL.HILL,
| MONTREAL. 11



