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the first rays of the morning sun,
making beautiful colors on the mar-
ble floor.

“We could see our brother and
sister lilies all about us, till it scemed
almost as if we were in our lovely
lome once more; butit was far more
glorious, for we could hear the eweet
voices of the choristers singing
triumphantly:

«:Christ, the Lordis risen again,
Christ hath broken every chain;
Hark ! angelic voices cry,
Singing ever more on high,

Alleluia I'”

“Qur hearts were filled with joy,
as wo thought of the great priviloge
which had been given to us, to muke
beantiful the Liord’s house on the day
ot His resurrection, and we know
that our prayer was answered,”

«1 don't wonder you were happy.
[t was worth suffering for, I wish
that [ were a lily,” Bessie said, wist-
fully.

“)You need not wish that, little
Bessie for your life lesson is not very
different irom iipe,” said the hly
softly.

« Mine!" said Bessio, ** What can
you mean ¢’

“] will try to tell you what I
mean,” the lily continued.

“ Whon you were # very li tle girl
yon lived u bright life like mine, in
my happy island home., Then came
your dreadful hip diseaso, which wus
like the time when we wore cut down,
and all your hours of pain and wouk-
ness is like my being shut up in the
box for so long."”

“ But the last part,” asked Bessie,
timidly, *“What can I ever do to
serve my Lord, as you have done
to-day 7

“Wuit and soe,” replied thelily.
“The time may be nearer than you
think; whether you grow well and
strong, and go out to u happy lifu in
the worll unce more, or whother
the dear Lord takes you to be one
of the flowers in His Paradise, or you
bear bravely and paticntly the pain
He sends you for long years more,
one thing is eertain, that you will be
prepared to glorify and serve Him
i whichever life he calls you to, far
more than you could have done be-
forcull this sutfering came.

“If [ had not been cut down car-
ried from my home, and shut away
from the bright world, I could not
have been in God's house, and honor-
ed Mim this glorious Kaster, the
happiest day of all my life. So you,
my child, are titted to honor, glorily,
and love Him as you never would
bave been without this long sufler-
g,
“Have you gone to sleep without
your tea ?" asked a pleasant voice.
Bessio started and opened her eyes
n find the nurse with the tea tray in
Ler hand standing by her bed.

The sunbeam had quiet gone, and
the twilight was fast gathering.

“It must have been only a dream,”
thought Bessie, sadly, as she looked
around ; then ber eyos fell on the
lily be-ide her, gleaming like u star
in the dim light, und she felt it must
be troe witer all,

“Weli,” she said, as the nurse
propped her up, and she began her
tex, *“ whether it was a dream or not
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I have learned my Easter losson. I
shall not fret any more about being
sicl, and if I am never able to do
muchin the world,[ hope I can honor
and glorify God when Ho takes me
to Himself in Paradise, and I sup-
pose that I can sorve Him now by
following the examplo of His
patience,” she added, thoughtfully,
a8 a prayer which the sister had
said in the ward the day beforo came
into bermind. Perhaps it was only
8 dream; but perhaps Bessie’s
guardian angel told her the story a8
he bent over her pillow while she was
asleep. )
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