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e “MER FOUMDATIOMS ARE UPQW THE HOLY HILLS.”
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STAND YE IN THE WAYS, AND SEE, AND ASK FOR THE OLD PATHS, WHERE IS THE GOOD WAY, AND WALK THEREIN, AND YE SHALL FIND
REST FOR YOUR SOULS.—JEREMIAH VI. 16.
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~__ Oviginal Poctry.

For the Church.
OLD CHRISTMAS.

Old Gy
Than, thi mas ! Merry England’s sons can hear no dearer name
- “16,_ fair relic of the past,—a thousand years the same ;
g;ﬁm b‘ﬂge(of joyful eyes, glad sounds of household cheer,
hﬂele’ old friend of British hearts, once more we greet thee

m‘,&:ﬁiﬁl in stately fane, the chequer’d light is streaming
ne 0-1d oriel’s gorgeous tints, in sun-flush’d splendour

how 8 ¢
.':;fiﬂle Aolian numbersbreathe—now sweep toward Heaven

fn-d" P’lln
Jo to
ﬂm{l‘e altar of the poor! the village house of pray’r;
The l’ite:s of the hamlet sing all sweet and pleasant there :
To the gl:dm done,—rejoicing groups speed from the sacred dome
iness of the festal hearth that lightseach freeman’s home.

Ol Chys
mg:“i“fglul round the ancient hall thy yearly honours glow,—
Sweet loj\; dl:nch, tl}e “ivy-green,” brave oak and misletoe ;

™ nds the voice of placid age, fair childhood’s gleeful tone,

Thm:‘!‘f,ﬁngs ask’d for England’s pride,—* The Altar and the

ters raise the triumph-burst,—*Our God is born

Then g
How ;&eﬂi:::%endafy tales of ancient lore will tell,

1018 onee for freedom bled, how holy rs fell

d plai tor freedom bled, how holy martyrs fell

gtul:::m glistening eyes express, that kindle at th,e strain,

2 men ave ready now for the same good fight again.

Come, g),

C(nn:: Emfgt}t:ll:‘gr of our forest home, our unforgotten guest,—

For here trne“;le ancient joys to cheer thy children of the West!
greet, earts of British mould thine honour'd rites will

Here lives our Fathers’
““Old Christmas”
cast—

Link
Ble.m,t

glorious faith, here stands their altar-seat!
round thy sacred name, a time-worn glory’s

of
g m’&;ngeful Present, with the splendour of the past ;
ought thine adyent brings, each kallow'd word and

T’] /]
s P’:‘,th“ of Fatherland and fame, of monarch, throne and

V
sd“ of our home ! it matters not though pulse and hope be cold,

glimpse of early joy must dawn where thy fai i 3
y fair name is told;
m‘::nnt.thoughts of: youth will rise in Earth’s remotest shore
o e Briton’s and thie Christian’s heart *Old Christmas” hails
Tee more | ZADIG.
- Oronto, December, 1839.

CHRISTMAS: DAY.
By tur Rev. T. Harrweon Horxe.

hWith regard to the evidence which we have for cele-

ma:‘“;ghthe festival of our Saviour's nativity, we may re-
ifie at the obse}’v%}nce of this commemorat.ion is jus-
actz'ﬂ‘ieﬂson; it is grounded on the Scriptures; it
¥om 5 y been celebrated by Christians in all countries
avery early age; and we are authorised by the
‘wen:cfﬁ:‘ ecclesiastical antiquity to conclude that the
mﬂﬂifzst dh' of December is th? day on which God was
Viour Je: 1 th'e flesh by the birth of our Lord and Sa-
us Christ.

jOici.n > e observance of a day of solemn and devout re-
Y% 8 1or the nativity of our Saviour is justified by rea-

tiong t: It has been no small part of the wisdom of na-
= Y0 perpetuate the memory of salutary events and of
mg:“shperson‘ages by various methods. For this
tor, i s the pencil of the painter, the chisel of the sculp-
€ bold designs of the architect, and the loftiest
and f:r?]; the poet, have all been put into requisition:
i e same reason have the wisest nations set apart
ang eve“ @ays to c?mmemorate illustrious personages
T nts in !:hexr history. ~ Christianity addresses itself
o Das he is; and the means, by which the doctrines
GOSpel are perpetuated, are adapted to the laws of
iy Hence, on the same principle, but
Ch h’mt.ely greater propriety, the universal Christian
Culay 3. W‘fh a very few exceptions, has set apart parti-
e othS, m_ order to keep alive in the forgetful memo-
er children the recollection of the principal events

el 'oned with t.he establishment of our holy and divine
Temy - And if it be deemed just to perpetuate the
Yoke ofnyf t.he patriot who liberates his country from the
Cherigy t‘}’)"mgn bondage, ho’w much more proper is it to
the e memory of Him who delivered the world
servitude of Satan! If he who bestows tempo-

b 0gs on his country is justly recollected with gra-
8o, ‘;em“ch more should the noblest feelings of our
be \ind]can-ed into action, and the most fervent gratitude
Purely, ed in our hearts, by the recollection of Him who

sed fOl: a fallen and guilty world the blessings of

3

ife I’

0 E:ttic‘:‘e"ecis another aspect of this subject deserving
Whole ml;ss fhmstxa.mty is a religion designed for the
} “"'hich . O mankind. .Now, matters of fact, the truth
bl Sts on the testimony of the senses, are most

gi € t‘o the great body of men; and, for obvious
are :stansmg from the structure of the human mind,
(:e thcalculat.ed to make an impression upon them.
i, € very pillars upon which Christianity was wisely
h“gua "eSI,. are matters of fact, intelligible in every
e‘l\lallyge, suited to the capacity of every nation, and
i ﬁnﬂpphcable to all future generations. Without
5 g these facts, no man can be a Christian; and a
and cordial belief of these matters of fact is
of o‘i CIt‘)nnected with the character of a true disciple
tengy, °1'<!- Hence every rational method, actually
g 18 to diffuse and to perpetuate the knowledge of
itgep. "i?ix must exert a salutary influence on Christianity
1‘“&! . e disorders and dissipation which in some
tiay, Mdeiur on these days are remnants of papal corrup-
"nee of C‘;)V? 1o more _connexion with the devout obsex:-
‘mg day - ns‘tlan festivals ?han with a fast or thanksgi-
ry, Ppointed by the highest authority in this coun-
o9 :
Vity i'The celebration of the feast of our Saviour's nati-
join e on the Scriptures. I do not say that it is
; or authorized in so many words, but, that it is
(1) T}(:n the Scriptures.
“shoy)q & bat a day was promised when the Messiah

Maqe to orn, we may infer from the divine declaration
“the Beegm first parents, when it was promised that
h?‘.d" (Ge °f_.t_he woman should bruise the serpent’s

(2) Thn. 11, }5),

Wh 3 < Pﬂtl:larch Jacob in effect foretold this day,
Tro Js dg;:’Phe'med_that “the sceptre should not depart

unt)ll Shiloh,”” or the Messiah, should *come.”

: (GE;" xlix, 10,
3 Q}y' ‘)“The prophet Isaiah marks this as a wonderful
A gy °1d'a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
;Surel 2 hl‘s‘ name Immanuel’’ (7.e. God with us:
Pr : ay, “rapt into future times,”’ he was 'so im-
f8ed wip 7 Tapt into es,” he was so im

3 ﬂle Chu::}t;}: th}i consideration of it, that he rejoices with
A ;“ﬂl'g toks as “f the day of Christ’s birth were then ac-
S1AVE Seep, :' : T.he people that walked in darkness

€ shadoy, great light : they that dwell in the land of
of death, upon them hath the light shined. . ..

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given” (ix.
2, 6).

(4.) In the prophecy of Zechariah (iii. 8): Thus
saith the Lord of Hosts: Behold I will bring forth my
servant the Branch :* which appellation (we are inform-
ed) was applied to the Messiah by the ancient Chaldee
Paraphrast.* *In that day,” the same prephet foretells,
“shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine,
and under the fig-tree’” (iii. 10): a beautiful and poeti-
cal prediction of the general peace which was to prevail
at the time of Messiah's advent. ~Accordingly, we are
informed by profane historians, that, at the birth of Jesus
Christ, the world in general was in a state of peace under
the sceptre of imperial Rome.

(5.) Once more, the day when Messiah appeared, the
apostle Paul terms the fulness of time” (Gal. iv. 4);
and when the day actually arrived, angels and men were
filled with unspeakable joy and admiration. Behold,”
said the angel of the Lord to the shepherds of Bethle-
hem, “I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day, in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. . . .
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to men.
Aud the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things that they had heard and seen.”

Tt is therefore agreeable ta the word of God, and ma-
nifestly grounded thereon, that the nativity of our Lord
should be celebrated with every expreszion of devout
joy and thanksgiving to God. Accordingly, we find,

3. That this festival has actually been celebrated by
Christians in all countries from a very early age.

' By some learned men it has been referred to so early
a period as the apostolic age. But, however this may
be, we have metancholy evidence of its celebration early
in the fourth century (A.D. 302), before the time of
Constantine ; for, during the persccution of the Chris-
tians by Dioclesian, who resided at Nicomedia, that em-
peror, among other acts of cruelty, finding a great multi-
tude of Christians assembled together in a church to
commemorate the nativity of Christ, commanded the
doors to be shut, and the ¢hurch to be set on fire, and so
consumed the worshippers and the edifice to ashes.f
Basil, bishop of Caesarea, and Gregory Nazianzen, who
lived in the middle of the fourth century, attest the reli-
gious observance of this festival in their time ; for they
have both left sermons which were delivered on this oc-
casion ; and Chrysostom, who was bishop of Constantino-
ple towards the close of the same century, expressly
states, that this day was of great antiquity, and of long
continuance, being famous and renowned in the Church
from the beginning, far and wide, from Thrace as far as
Gades, or Cadiz, in Spain; in other words, it was cele-
brated both in the eastern and western Churches.}
Would your time permit, later testimonies might be ad-
duced were it necessary. Sufficient, however, has been
offered to prove the very remote antiquity of this festival,
and its observance by the ancient universal Church;
which observance is not only evidence of its primitive
institution, but also a sufficient warrant for our retaining |
it. It remains only, in this part of the present lecture,

4. That a few authorities be stated for commemora-
ting the nativity of Christ on the 25th of December.

The precise day on which this festival was observed at
first was not uniformly the same.  For the first three or
four centurics, we are informed that the greater part of
the Christian Churches in the east kept the feast of
Christ’s nativity on the same day which is now called
“Epiphany, or the manifestation of Christ to the Gen-
tiles;” but before the middle of the fifth century, ha-
ving reccived better information from the western
Churches, they continued to celebrate the nativity and
the epiphany on two distinct days.§ Augustine bishop
of Hippo in Africa, Ambrose bishop of Milan in Italy,
and Chrysostom bishop of Constantinople, (all of whom
were contemporaries, and lived within four hundred years
of our Saviour's time), have left ‘their express and re-
corded testimony in favour of the 25th of December ;||
which testimony is the more material, as it is, in fact,
that of all the Christian Churches in Africa, in the west
of Europe, and in the east.

The eminently learned antiquary, John Selden, of
whom Lord Clarendon has recorded, that he “ was a per-
son whom no character can flatter, or transmit in any
expressions equal to his merit and virtue,”’ has collected
the opinions of these ancient writers, and published them
in a treatise, which was written for the sole purpose of
“proving the nativity of our Saviour to be on the 25th
day of December.” Selden, who was a Presbyterian,
having been one of the lay members of the Westminster
Assembly of Divines in 1643, during the great rebellion,
| cannot be supposed to have had any partiality towards
the Episcopal Church of England which might bias his
judgment : his testimony therefore is unexceptionable.
Selden, then, observes, that Ambrose, Augustine, Chry-
sostom, and others, * have many sermons appropriated to
the celebration of this day; and they frequently tell the
people confidently that the birth of our Saviour was on
the 25th of December, or on the eighth of the kalends of
January, which is the same thing. Chrysostom,” in
particular, “says it was then (i. e. in the fourth century)
of ancient time, and delivered to the Church many years
before, even of equal age with the more ancient feast-
days, which they had received;” and in his homily on
the nativity, “he confidently,” as elsewhere, teaches
that this day of December is the just day of that birth.”
Augustine, also, expressly says, that * the birth of Christ
was upon this day, according to the tradition of the
Church, which denotes great antiquity even in his
time.”§ The conclusion to which this profound anti-
quary and scholar arrives, after adducing numerous other
testimonies, is this: “That the yearly celebration or
memory, contizued from the eldest Christian time, hath
taught us the exact day of the month; therefore, we
have reason enough still to resolve on it.”

Sufficient evidence, I trust, has been offered to satisfy
every candid mind, that the observance of a day for com-
memorating the nativity of our Redeemer is reasonable
in itself, as well as grounded upon Scripture, corrobora-
ted by the evidence of ecclesiastical antiquity ; -and that
the 25th of December was the day on which ¢ was born,
in the city of David, a Saviour, Christ the Lord.”” So

* Vatablus on Zech., iii. 8.

+ Nicephonis, Hist. Eccl. book.vii. ch. 6. He states, that
20,000 Christians thus periched !

1 Chrysostom, Hom. xxxi, de Bapt. Christi. tom. v. p. 467, cited
in Bingham’s Antiquities, book xx. ¢h, iv. sect. 4.

§ Bingham’s Antiquities, book xx. ch. iv. sect. 2.

|| That is, according to the old style.

€ QeapBluroc, or God made Man : a tract proving the Nati-

| Selden.” Pp. 7, 10. . (London, 1661. 8vo.)

far is this event from being’a matter of great uncertainty,
that fow historical facts of equal antiquity are better
authenticated ; and so faris the Christian world from
being generally divided on this subject, that there are
few, if any, points on which they are better agreed.
Those, indeed, W}{O think proper to keep no day may
question the certainty of this day; but their number is
comparatively very small.”” ~ Both the Greek and Roman
Churches are united with the great body of Protestants,
in all parts of the world, in its devout and grateful ob-
servance.

Could it, however, be shewn that we are mistaken in
this particular day, yet, as the matter of the mistake
would be of no greater moment than the erroneous cal-
culation of a day, it certainly would be very pardonable
in those who think that they are not mistaken, as, in fact,
it is of no real moment.  “ The purpose of the Church
is, to celebrate the event on account of the honour which
she thereby testifies for the Almighty, and of the benefit
which the contemplation of it is calculated to produce in
her members; and that purpose may be as well an-
swered, whether or not the eyent actually took place on
the day of its commemoration.” The identity of the
day does not affect the influence of the solemnity, or the
manner in which, and the dispositions of mind with
which, we should commemorate the nativity of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The manner in which this festival was celebrated in
the ancient Christian Church testified'the greatest vene-
ration. It is always mentioned by Christian writers in
the highest terms, as the principal festival, and the occa-
sion of all the others. Chrysostom, in particular, styles
it “the most venerable and awful, and the metropolis or
mother of all festivals ;" adding, that from this both the
theophany (so he terms the epiphany), and the holy pas-
chal feast, and the assumption or ascension, and pente-
cost, derived their origin.*
the same solemnity as the Lord’s day ; and in order that
its religious character might be more universally marked,
cervants were allowed to rest from their ordinary labours ;
and all public games and showswere strictly prohibited,
as they were on the Lord's day. Sermons were con-
stantly preached, numerous examples of which are extant
in the works of many ancient writers: nor was the day
ever suffered to pass without a solemn communion. The
coincidence in this respect between the rule and prac-
tice of our own Church and those of the universal early
Christian Church, is too obvious to render it necessary
for me to dwell upon it. I will only add, that the spe-
cial office for *the nativity of out Lord” is admirably
adapted to excite and to assist our devotions. In the
first lessons we read the clearest prophecies of Christ's
coming in the flesh; and in the second lessons, epistle,
and gospel, we behold the completion of those prophecies
in the history of that great event. Inthe collect we
pray that we may be partakers of the benefits of his birth ;
and in the proper Psalms we praise and glorify God for
this “ great mystery of godliness.”

* Homily xxxi. de Philogonio, cited ia Bingham’s Antiquities,
book iv. chap. iv. sect. 5.

BETHLEHEM.

We started again at noon, folloving the ancient road, along
the brae side, and between corn-fielcs, olive groves, and vine-yards,
each with its watch-tower, the stones carefully gathered out, and
fenced in with g stone wall as in the days of David, Isaiah, and
our Saviour.—At two we stopped at a piace called Derrwuh, evi-
dently an ancient site, and contnued for some hours winding
among hills, presenting the same monotonous but pleasing’ sce-
nery. It was a lovely evening, the birds were singing sweetly, and
numerous flocks of sheep and gats were cropping their evening
meal as we drew nigh to the city of David, who so often must
have fed his flocks on those very kills,—the scene too, just aspro-
bably, of that apparition of the heavenly host, who proclaimed
to the humble shepherds of Bethlehem the birth of the good
Shepherd, David’s namesake.~—* The Beloved” of God—in
those blessed words, “ Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth
peace, good will towards men.” :

At half-past seven, that evening, we reached Bethlehem
It stands on the slope of a hill, of difficult ascent, at
least by night. The stars were out, but it was still unusually

The day was observed with |

light as we entered the town, and proceeded to the Spanish Con-
vent, alarge fortress-like building, where we were kindly wel-
comed, and ushered into a very handsome apartment. The ven-
erable Superior presently came to see us, and grew very talkative.
' He honoured us with his company to breakfast the next morning,
and we afterwards visited the church, and the supposed cave of
the Nativity, gorgeous all—but what most touched me was the
simple tribute of several little children, who, speaking in a whis-
per, and with awe in their faces, lighted their little bodkins of
tapers at the large candles, and stuck them at their side. The
solemn chanting, the procession of the dark-robed monks, the
confessionals, with all the pageantry 1 had been familiar with in
Ttaly, so strangely blended with the turbans and oriental costume
of the Armenian, Arab, and Greek Christians,—one might have
fancied that the cast and the wegt had met by common consent,
to worship the star of Israg] gt its rising, but, alas! it was St.
Mark’s worship they were celebrating that morning, and the
prostrations I witnessed on the spot said to bave been knelt upon
by the Magi, were to the Virgin Mary—not to our Saviour.—
Lord Lindsay’s Letters on the Holy Land.

e e e Siue SIS S

THE TESTIMONY op PAGANISM TO THE
TRUTH OF REVELATION.*
No, 1.—THE PROMISE oF A DIVINE REDEEMER.

« gbserve” £ays the Chevalier Ramsay, “ that the traditions
of all nations foretel the coming of a hero, who is to descend from
heaven, to bring Astrea, [or justice,]—back to the earth. The
Persians call him Mythras, the Egyptians Horus, the Tyrians
Adonis, the Greeks Apollo, Hercules, Mars, Mercury, or Ju-
piter the Conductor, or Saviour.” -

In the erudite Discourse on the Mythology of the Pagans,
appended to that work, he says more fully, “ All the poets speak
tous of the golden age restored, as of a time when Astrea was to
return upon carth : when justice, peace, and innocence were to
flourish again with their original lustre, and when everything was
to be restored to its primitive perfection. In a word, they sing
on all oceasions the exploits of a son of Jupiter, who was to quit
his heavenly abode and live along men. They give him different
pames, according -to his different functions ; sometimes be is A=
pollo, fighting ageinst Python and the Titans; sometimes he is
Hercules, dsstroyicg monsters and giants, and purging” the earth
of their enormities and crimes, ~One while he is Mercury, or the
messenger of Jove, flving about everywhere to execute his com-
mands ; another while he is Perseus, delivering Andromeda, or
human nature, from the monster that rose ont of the great deep
to devour ber. He is always some son of -Jupiter, giving battles

vity of onr Saviour to be on the 25th of December. By John

* From the Christian Lady’s Megazine.

and gaining victories.” T may add, that the divine hero is often
slain; indeed we have before seen that the chief feature of nearly
every Pagan theology is a slain God, a thing so contrary to hu-
man reason, that we cannot imagine any man absurd énough' to
have invented it, nor any people foolish enough to have received
it, if it had been of man’s invention, They must have known it
as o divine tradition, a miraculous thing, and not a human fic-
tion. That they did know and believe it, universally, let Osiris,
murdered by Typhon,—Odin, killing himself, or devoured by a
wolf,—Balder, slain by Hoder,—Bacchus, torn by the Titans,—
Hercules, sacrificing himself,—Adonis, slain by a boar,—all
testify. ¢

But it will here be objected to me that, even in the book: of
Genesis itself, there is no mention made that the Deliverer, “ the
seed of the woman,” should be slain ; it is only eid that ‘“bis
heel” should be “bruised” by the serpent. I make answer, with
Spearman, (p- 103.) “ There mever would have been any doubt
from what fountain the heathen drew their mythology, had it not
been for that strange notion which has possessed the heads of our
great men, that the Jews had no knowledge of the Messiah but
from the occasional hints of himin the prophetic writings : and
if the Jews had no prior knowledge of that affair, the Gentiles
could have none....... Which is just: as absurd as if they should
say that the Romans, Corinthians, &e. to whom the apostles
wrote, knew nothing of Christianity but from those epistles.
The prophecies were delivered to the Jews during their captivity,
to heep up the original revelation of & Redeemer to come. Aund
even those prophecies which more immediately relate to Christ
and his kingdom, are not to be eonsidered as the measure of their
knowledge in this doctrine; orto be written to inform them of |
that about which they knew nothing, before the delivery of the
prophecies ; but only to put them in mind of these things, to.
keep up their faith, and that they might look forward to him who
was to redeem Israel from all their sins. And as the knowledge
of at t by a Savienr toeome was of equal interest to all

kind, it was handed down by an WNINTETTuptad txadition from

Adam, and propagated by his posterity wherever they. settled,’'—
as we can easily and abundantly prove ; for however corrupted may
be the mythology, still the Divine Hero, or slain God is promi-
nent in it; and the latter, after death, is again restored, though
often under another name, or in the form of his Son.

God, slain by the wicked, and resuscitated under the form of
his Sox ; could we expect to find a clearer narrative of events, yet
fature as to their fulfilment, deep and mysterious as to their na-
ture? <

Let us now examine more particularly these heroes and slain
deities of antiquity ; for they were many.

In Egypt, wehave the murder of Qsiris by Typhon, or the
Evil Principle ; the grief and wanderings of Isis to seek the frag-
ments of his body ; and his restoration under the form of his son
Horus, who is so far confused with him, as to be represented as
also slain by the Titans, and found dead, though afierwards re-
vived to immortal life.

In the Persian mythology we find a constant conflict maintained
between Mythras, the Divine Hero, and Arimaniug} the Evil
Principle ; which is hereafter to terminate in the destruction of
the latter, and the restoration of the golden age.

In Scandinavia, some writers represent the great Odin as killing
himself, in order to become an immortal god ; while others say
that he was to be devoured by Feurir the walf, ¢in the twilight of
the gods.” At all events, his name was to be added to the list of
clain deities. Balder, also, the son of Odin, who seems to be
the northern Apollo, is killed by thie blind Hader, at a time de-
creed by fate.

In the Tyrian system of theology, we find that celebrated fable
of the death of Adonis, or Thammusz; the lamentation for whose
untimely fate was profound,“even by the women of Jerusalem,
(see Fzek. viii. 14.) But the weeping was not the whole of the
performance : funeral obsequies were also celebrated, and the next
day the god was said to be alive, and ascended into heaven. Ju-
lius Firmicus says that an image was laid in a bed, as dead, while
the mourning continued ; and then torches were brought, and the
priest annointed the lips of the weepers, and whispered, ¢ Salva-
tion is come—deliverance is accomplished,’ when immediately the
image was taken up, and great joy and feasting succceded.

In India we do not find a murdered deity ; but we have Krish-
na, the serpent-conqueror, and Vishnou, under ten different in-
carnations, destroying giants and monsters. We have also what
seems to be another tradition of the same future Redcemer, a de-
scent of Vishnou into the infernal dominions of * the king of ser-
pents.”’ Ihave before said that Vishnou may clearly be traced to
be Knouph, or Osiris; and this descent into the infernal region
of serpents looks very much like a parallel story to the descent of
Osiris into the shades, whither Hercules, Orpheus, and Bacchus
alsowent. And although the cireumstances of all these descents
vary much from each other, ‘yet they are too similar in their na-
ture not to be drawn from one common source—the foreknown ex-
ploits of him whom we perpetually confess in our public worship,
as having “ descended into hell,” and risen again ¢ the third day,”
1 might satisfactorily elucidate the variations of these several le-
gends; but it is enly a branch of our present inquiry, and would
occupy too much of our time.

The slain gods of Greece are numerous, besides those person-
ages who must be considered as derived from the same origin, by
their exploit of a conquered dragon, or a descent into hell. of
the first class we have Bacchus, Hercules, Orpheus, Adonis; of
the second, Apollo and Hereules again ; and the third class com-
prehends all the first-mentioned, excepting Adon s,

1t will perhaps be said that these are mostly demi-gods or he-
roes only, and not deities of the primary order. Ireply that they
were all sons of gods, Bacchus and Hercules were soas of Ju-
piter, Orpheus of Apollo, and Adonis of the supreme Belus; for
he is the same with Thammuz. And this parentage, half divine,
palf human, which makes the hero a god-man, is much more
to my purpose than any other would have been,

1t would take too much time and space to enter into the histo-
ties of all these personages; I will only say that Bacchus, under
the name of Tacchus, hore the same part in the mysteries of Cercs
{hat Horus did in those of Isis; and he is plainly said, by Hero-
dotus (Book ii,) to be the same as Osiris. Spearman quotes an
account of a coin struck at Maronea in Thrace, inscribed, ¢ Bac-
chus Saviour of the Maronites;’ and of another belonging to the
;sland of Thasos, which bore this inscription, ¢ Hercules Saviour,
of the Thasians.” Herenles indeed a demi-god, the destroyer of
all monsters and giants, and more especially of the hydra, (a-
nother version of the dragon conquest, who descended into hell,
and returned, bringing captive the guardian of the infernal gates,
and who finally sacrificed himself, and became immortal,—pos-
gesses 100 many tokens of identify to require any farther expla-
nation.

Orpheus again bears many marks which stamp him as another
version of the same character; the descent inte hell, to recover
his sezpent-slain bride, his vietory there, the uncertain manner
of his death, (some affirming that he killed himself, and others
that he was murdered by a mad multitude of Bacchantes,) and
his subsequent immortality, are all striking coincidences with
the ususl exploits of the divine hero.

Of Adonis we have already spoken ; for the Greek fables of his

tieal additions to the more simple legend of the Tyrian Tham=
muz.

‘We must conclude the Grecian list with a glance at Apolle, one
of the most prominent among the divine warriors; who was at
once a god and a hero, the son of a god and a nymph, and the de-

stroyer of theidragoz Python. We have an admirable paragraph

in Spearman concerning Apollo. He says, (p. 85.) ¢ Apollois the

acknowledged symbol of the material light, as light is of Christ,

the light that came into the world to lighten every one. So the

fable of Apollo and Python mey have aimed at prefiguring the

The banishment of this deity

from heaven, and his feeding the flocks of Admetus upon earth,

whence he had the name of Nomius, cr the herdsman or shepherd,

conquest of Christ over Satan.

‘appears to me the broken tradition of that person who came down

from heaven to feed the sons of Adam, whom he calls his sheep, his
flock ; from which Hebrew name (Adam) Admetus naturally
enough forms itself. And how ridiculous and uninteligible so-
éver this and the other fables may seem to reasoners and the wis-
dom of this world, they told the people, in o language plain enoughe
to be understood, that the Deity was to descend to the earth, to
dwell there amongst men, and to instruct by precept and example;
and they kept up the expectation of that great Shepherd and Bi-
shop of souls; until his advent in the flesh.

Noris it in Europe and the west of Asia only that this legend i3
found; it is quite as prominent in Chinese mythology. Ramsay
(p. 339.) mentions ‘ahero called Kinu Tse, which means Shep-
herd and Prince,’ to whom they also give the titles of the most
Holy, the universal Teacher, and the Supreme Truth. In his
sufferings and conflicts he is exaetly parallel to Osiris, Mythras,
Apollo, or Hercules, and is the divine hero 0(? that nation.

Thus then we see that Paganism, from cast to west, and from
China to Scandinavia, is full of the exploits, victories, and death of
a divine warrior, or God-man.

Let the Socinian say, if he will, fhat the crucified Messiah was
only a human prophet. ¢ Blind 'Eg;'ypt with her gods,’ withstands
i to the fiee: e Gregks o8 Chineut, the Persian, ‘the beathen
“Dane;* the Indias, the Tysina, all tise up against liim, and declare;
as one man, that they were so far ecrtain of the descent, conflicts
and death of Gop Hrusery, that they even put the past for the
future, and enrolled the expectations of propheey among the fi-

X. Q.

nished facts of their national bistory.

FURTHER EXTRACTS FROM HUME AND OTHER

HISTORIANS, RELATIVE TO THE REIGN OF
JAMES IIL

DESERVING OF PUBLIC ATTENTION AT THE PRESENT CRISIS

OF PARTIES AND OPINIONS.*

¢ We are come,” said the Quakers, in their address on his acces-
sion, ¢ to testify our sorrow for the death of our good friend Charles,
and our joy for thy being made our Governor. We are told thou
art not of the persuasion of the Church of England ; no more are
we; and therefore we hope thou wilt grant us the same Iiberty
which thou allowest thyself, which doing, we wish thee all manner
of happiness.’ "— Hume.

«He told the privy council, in his first speech, in very positive
words, that he would never depart from any branch of his prero-
gative. He expressed his good opinion of the Chureh of England,
as a friend of monarchy ; therefore, he said, he would defend and
maintain the Church, and would preserve the government in
Church and State, as it was established by law.”—Burnet.

«The King began to say that he would not be served as his
brother had been.  He would have all about him serve him with-
out reserve, and go through in his business.”—Burnet.

« The nonconformists were ground between the Papists on the
one hand, and the High Church clergy on the other; whilst the
former made thegir advantage of the latter, concluding that when
the Dissenters were destroyed or thoroughly exasperated, and the
clergy divided amongst themselves, they should Lea match for the
Establishment, and be capable of introducing that religion they
had so long been aiming at.  Bwarms of Jesuits and regular priests.
were sent for from abroad, Jesuits' schools and other seminaries

were set up in London and the country, mass-houses were erected
in the most considerable towns; five Roman Catholie bishops
were conseerated in thé Royal Chapel,and excrcised their fune-
tions under the characters of wvicars apostolical; their regular
clergy appeared at Whitehall and St. Jameg’s in their habits, and
were unwearied in their attempts to seduce the common people.
The way to preferment was to be a Catholic, or demandant for the
prerogative, for all state affairs were managed by sufhmen.”— Neale.

“This opened the eyes of many of the clergy, and put them
wpon preaching against the Popish doctrines, that they might re-
cover the people, and rescue the Protestant religion, &c. There
was hardly a week but some sermon or small treatise against
Popery was printed and dispersed among the common people.. The
chief writers were Tillotson, Stillingfleet, Tenison, Patrick, Wake,
Whitby, Sharp, Atterbury, Williams, Aldrick, Burnet, Fowler,
&e.”— Neale,

“ A parliament was summoned, and all arts were used to manage
clections so that the King should have a parliament to his mind,”
&e. “In some boroughs they could not find a number of men to
be depended on, so the neighbouring gentlemen were made corpo~
ration men, and in some of them persons of other counties, not so
much as known in the borough, were named.” It was resolved to
bring up petitions against some elections which were so indecently
managed that it seemed cearcely possible to excuse them. But
theee were to be judged by & majority. of men who knew their
own elections to De so faulty that, to secure themselves, they wounld
justify the rest.”—Burnet.

«gome of the Dissenters grew insolent, but the wise men
amongst them perceived the design of the Papists was now to set
the Dissenters against the Church.”—Burnet.

«To humble the clergy, his Majesty created a new ecclesiastical
commission. Thouygh the act which took away the high commis-
sion of 1641 had provided that no court of that nature should be
created for the future; but the King, though a Papist, assamed
the supremacy,” &e. “ The Archbichop of Canterbury was afraid
to act in it. Durham was so lifted up that he said his name would
now be recorded in history; and Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, is
hopes of further preferment, went with the stream. Some Roman:
Catholics were in the commission, and consequently the enemies.
of the Protestant religion were to be its judges.”— Neale.

“The Papists thought, by raising them (the Dissenters) wlio
had been so long depressed, to have inflamed them with revenge
against their brethren—to have widened the animosities amongst
Protestants, that they might all thereby be rendered the move
sure and speedy sacrifice to their malice and eruelty ; butthey did
but drive the contending parties ncaver to each other, and make
them at last more vigorous in their united efforts to avert the com-
mon ruin.”— Calamy.

¢ That the surer way mightibe made to establish wuniversal’
toleration by act of parliament, changes were made in all
the eorporations, and a certain sortof men called regulators, who
were persons of mean fortunes and abilities, but of great forward-
ness, were sent into all parts to examine men’s opinions. They

such as would comply with the King's designs, were preferred as
mayor, alderman,” &c.~— Calamy:
“In Ireland things had a still more fuvoursble aspect for the

e

human perentage, the love of Venus for him, &c. are mere poe-

* From the London Morning Herald,

that would promise to use theirinterest in elections to bring in .
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