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THE..CQN,TEMPLAýTIVE PH:ILOSOPHER.

QN TuHZ MINER.kAL PRODUCTIONS o rE ERARTH.

-. IL,.s atque aurum,. ferrutmqu.e repertum efAb
Et. fimul argenti pondus pIumbiqu--.

Then brafs, and gold, and irop ore, were found,
And pond'rous lead and Clver prefs'd the ground..

LucR ET.

IN my laQ paper, I bave condueed my
readers into the interior-regionsof our

globe : i have treated of ita wonierful nac
tural, fiffures and.cavernsi thedifpofition
of the different kinds.of carth,, and.the
nature and origin of that part of foffil:pro.,
duaions, which we denominate extraneous.
I havn been hitherto. accompanied by. the
philofopher, not. the poct : in treating,
howevcr, of mines, and their produaions,
%which I hav. already noticed as nativ¢
fofflis, i find morc han one poetical invi-
tation i

Through dark retreats purfue the winding
or,

Search Nature's dcpths, and view. her
bonndlefs flore i

The fecret caufe.in tuneful number.s fing,
iow metais firfl werc fram'd and whence

they.fpring :
Whether the active fun, with chemic

niames,
Through porous earth tranfmits his geni-

ai beams;
-With heat impregnating the wvomb of

tight,
JTe, offspring lhines with its paternal

light
Orwhether,.urg*d by fubterraneous fiames,
The earth ferments, and- flows.. in liquidi

arams;

Purg'd from their drofs, theý nobler partst
refinc,.

Rcceive new forms, and with frefli beau-.
tiesfhine..-

Or whether by creation firit they fprung,
When yet tunpois clthe-world's. grcatfa.

bric hung :
Mreti1s, the.afis.ofi the cart.h were made,
The bars on,which its fix'd founidation's

laid :
,All fecond caufes they difdain toown,
.Anad f rourth Almigh>ty's (&at fprung alone,

Y.L D E. .

And rnow the regions deep ex-
* plore,

)bere metais rpcn.in vail cakes of ore.
il-re, fullen to the fight, at Iargej fprea.d.

b ie du>» unwicldy mafs o lumupifh lead.
'1hcre, glimm'ring in their dawning bcds,

* are feen,

Tihe lightafpiring· feeds of fprightly tin.
The copper (parkles next in ruddy areaks.;
The filver then, with bright and-burnifh'd

grace,
Youth and a blooming lufire in its. face,
To th' arms of thofe more yielding metals

flics,
And:in the folds of their embraces lies.

. G AS TU.

In treating this fubjeâ philofophically,
it is-requitite fi t( to mer,tion mines, thofe.
artificia: excavations, in which me-
tais,' minerais, or even precious flones,
are dog up. Thefe mines obtain-various
denominations, becaufe the matter, or
fubitances, dug out of them, is various.
Thus, there are goldmines, filver-mines,
copper miines,-tin. mines, iron-mines, dia.
mond- mines, mines of antimony, of alum,
&c.

The richeft and. mofb celebrated gold
and filver-mines- are thofe of Peru and,
Chili, in South Aýmerica. Iron mines are
more-abundant ina Europe than elfewhere.
Copper mines are chiefly found in Swe-
den, Denmark, and England ; and lead
and tin mines-inEngland; the latter, more
particularly in. the county, of Cornv.all.
Quickfilver mines abound principally'in.
Hungary, Spain, Friuli in the Venetian
territories; and Peru ; Diamond-mines, in.
the Eaft Indies, and in the Bratils ; and
Salt mines in Poland.
. The w.ord.Minerai is fometimes ufed ir

the general for Fofil, and is applied to any-
fubtiance, fimple or coMpoundi dug out-
of a fubterraneous place, or Mine'; fron
which.it-takes !he denomination. In:this
fenfe, metai, Tilphurs, fofiil faits, ¯femi-

mètais, &c. ire minerais. On this prin-
ciplei minerals are divided .into two
clatiesi the onefible, and malleable, th'at
is, which melt -with fire, and fretch on
the anvil vhich are. what we properly
call metcas. The• other clafs want thefç
two properties, and are what in the arit.
eft fenfe we cali minerais.

According to fomè, minerais may be
divided into fimple and-cpound. To the
fift belong fnones ; faits, as alum, nitré,
&c. infilammable minerais, as fulphur and

bitumen'i


