[ 134 ]

THE .CONTRMPLATIVE PHILOSOPHER,

Qx

Tus. MINERAL PRODUCTIONS or Tne

EARTH.

.ZEs atque aurum, ferrumque repertum efly
Et fimul argenti pondus plumbique~—.

LvcreT,

Then brafs, and gold, and irop ore, were found,
And pond’rous lead and Giver prefs’d the ground.,

N my laft paper, 1 have condu&ed my
readers into the interior -regions,of ouy
globe : ] have treated of its wonderful na-
tural fiffures and. caverns; the difpofition
of the ditferent Kinds.of earths, and-the
nature and origin of that part of foflil:pro«
duétions, which we denominate extrancous.
1 have been hitherto. accompamed by. the
philofopher, not the poet: in treating,
however, of mines, and their produétions,
which I have already noticed: as notive

foffily, 1 find mare. than on¢ poetical invi. -

tation 3

Through dark retreats purfue the winding
o1ty

Search Naturc’s dcpths, and: view. her
boundiefs flore ;
‘The fecret caufe.in tuneful numbers ﬁng,
How merals firft were fram’d and whence
they. (pring :
Whether the adtive fun,
flames, .

Through porous earth tranfmns his gem-
al beams

With heat xmpregnatmg the womb of!
night,

The offspring fhines with its paternah
tight 1=,

Qrwhether, urg'd by fubterraneous flames,

‘The earth ferments, and- flows..in liquid»
ftreams 5 -

Purg’d from their drofs, the: nobler parts:

" refine,.
Reecivenew forms, and - with freth beau..
. ties.fhing.s—
Or whether by creation firft they {prung, :

When yot unpoisid:the-world’s. great-fa-

bric hung : \
Metals the_bafis ofi the.earth: were made;

'Thc bars on.which its fix'd foundation’s.

laid 1
Al fecond caufes they difdain to, own,

And.from-th’ Alnns!ny s fiat {prung alone,

YaLDEN.

. And now the regions deep ex-

plore,
w,heta metals ripen i in vaft cakes of ore.
Hete, fullen to the fight, at large.is fpread.
e duil unwieldy mafs ot lumpifh lead.
There, glimm’ring in their dawnmg beds,
ave {een,

with chemic

The light.afpiring feeds of fprightly tin, -

The copper fparkles next in ruddy ftreaks’;

The Glver then, with bright and' burmfh d
grace,

Youth and a blooming luftre in its. face,

T'o th* arms of thofe more yielding metals
dies,

" And:in thc,folds of their embraces lies,

GARTH,

In: treating this {ubjeé&t phllofophically,
it is requifite fir to mertion mines, thofe.
artificiall excavations, in which me-
tals, mmcrals, or even precious ﬂones,
ars dug up,” Thefe mines obtain various
denominations, becaufe the matter, or
fubftances, dug out of them, is various,
Thus, there are gold: mines, ﬁlver.mines,
copper mmea,un mines, iron-mines, dia.
mond: mines, mines of antimony, of alum,
‘&c.

The richeft and. moft celebrated gold
and filver-mines- are thofe’ of Peru and
Chili, in-South America, “Iron mines are’
more-abundant in Europe than clfewhere.
Copper mines are chiefly found in Swe-
den, Denmark, and England 5 and lead -

- and tin mines'inEngland; the latttr, more

particularly in, the county. of Cornwall, &
Quickfilver mines abound principallyin.
Bungary, Spain, Friuli in the Venetian
territories, and Peru ; Diamond mines,; in.
the Eaft Indies, and in the Bratils ; and.
Salt mines in Poland.

- The word Mineral is fometimes ufed in-
tha general for Foffil, and is'applied to any-
fubftance,’ fimple or compound dug out-
of & fubterraneous place, or ziine j from’
which.it-takes, the denomination. Inthig
fenfe, metal, fulphurs, fofil fults, femi-
métals, &c. are minerals. On this prin-
ciple; minerals are divided .into two
claties; the one fufible, and malleable, that:
is, which melt -with fre, and ftretch on
the anvil-;- which are- what “we properly
call metals, - The- other clifs want ' theleg-

‘two propemcb, and are what in the ﬂnﬂ:-

elt fenfe we call minerals.

According to fome, mincrals may be.
divided into fimple and ccwpoand Tothe
fivft belong flones 5 falts, as alum, nitrd,

&«.. mﬂammable mmerals, as {viphur andf

buumen H



