. Lelter:_ﬁam Cober;_zor P?yil[f'p to Lord Sydney.

gallon jug, in a hackney coach, in order
to fill it with the precious liquor, as a
fauce for his future Attic entertainments

pickle was found.

{

An ACCOUNT of the STATE arnd PROSPECTS of the COLONIES in NEW
SOUTH WALES and NORFOLK ISLAND, at the Commencement of the Year

1790.

[in ax!'aﬂ:frm Letters from Ga '« PhLillip to Lord Sydnzy, laid befare the Houfe ofCa:rmonx.]

Nusner I.

Sydney Cove, Feb. 12, 1790.

HEN the Supply left Norfolk
Ifland, the people were all very
 healthy, and they had vegetables in the
greateft abundance..
the weather permits the boat to go with-
out the reef, and, at times, in fuch quan-
uuvs‘ that fith is'ferved out 1o the prople
in fieu of falt provifions. ‘They make
their lincs from the flax plant; but, un-
fortunately, we have not any perfon who
undertands how to drefsit.
Half a pod of cotron being found,on the
ifland (fuppofed 1o be brought there by a
bird) and a cocoa nut which was per-

feétly found, and appeared to have becna.
fhort time in the watcer, being thrown up--

- on the beach, have given fome reafon to

fuppofe that ‘both thefe articles will be

found in fome ifiand at no great dittance.

Lord Howe 1fland has been examined 5
but no frefh water, or good anchorage,
being found, it can be of no ctlier advan.
tage to this fettlement, than occafionally
fupplymg a few gurtle,

1 bad the honour of informing- yqur
iLordfhip, that a fettlement was intended
at a plaze I named Rofe Hill, At the
head of this. harbour there is-a creck,
which, at half flood, hus water for large
boats to go three miles up ; and one mile
higher the water is frefh, and the foil is
good. . A very induftrious man whom I
~ brought from Lngland, isemployed there
at prelent,"and has under his direion one
hundred convi&ls, who are employed, in

clearing and cultivating the gpround, = A

barn; granary, and-other neceffary build-
ings, are ere@ed ; and twenty feven acres
in corn promife a good crop.
‘good 3 and the - country for twenty niiles
to the weftward, as far as | Baveexamined
it,, Hes well for cuhquon
labour of clearing the: ground is very
great 3 2nd 1 have feen none that can be
cultivated without cutting down the tim-
bery. except {ome  fow particular. fpots,
“yhich, -from. ,,hcxr Afituztion (lying a2ta

They get fith, when-

The foil is.

but then the,

diftance from either of the harbours) “can
be no advantage to us at prefent: and I
prefume the meadows mentioned in Capt,
Cook’s Voyage, were feen {rom the high
grounds about Botany-Bay, and from
whence 'they appear'well-to the eye, but,

j when examined, are found to be marfhes, -

the draining of which would be wafte of

time, and not to be attempted by the firft

fettlers. T

‘I'he gaptain's guard's, which, until
lately did duty at Rofe Hill, is nowreduccd
to a lieutenant, and tw:lve privates,
and " intended . merely as a guard to the
ttore which cohtains thc provitions, and

which is the. redoubt; for ] am now fen- -

fible there is nothing to be. apprehended
from the natives ; and the little ateendance
which had been defired of the officers,

. mote than what was immediately garrifon

duty, when at Rofe Hill, is now. no longcr
required.

At Sydney Cove all the - officers are in
zood huts, and the menin Barracks:
although many unforfeen. difficulties t na»e
been met. with, 1 believe there is not an
individual, from the governor fo the pri-
vate foldier, whofe fituation s not more
eligible at this- time, than be had apy rea-

.39‘1‘ f

in ﬁoho fquare: but unforcumtcly no

and,.

fon to expedt it could be in the courfe of

the three years flation ;
with th,e.conv_iﬂs; and_ thofe who have
been any ways induitrious, have vegeta-
bles in plenty.” The -buildings now. car-
rying on ¢ of brick and, ftone. .

cf only threerooms ;

fix'rooms, and is'fo well built, that [

prefume it will ftand for a great nu’nbcr .

of years.
The {tores have, been la'ely over..un
with rats : : and they are equally numerous

.in the gardensy wherethcy do confidérable .
and as- the*)ols in -the ftores.

damage :
“Tould only be known:' b
provifions, that was.
and many- catks -
found to be: damag; 5

moving alltlie,

3:‘2

and itis the fame -

The =
heufe intended for myfelf was_éo_gonﬁll.
but, having’ a_good
foundanon, has bccn enlarged, -contains

.to be done; -

nd Tice were,

.or;totally dcﬂ,oyed,

.The lofs, in thof¢ tva‘drticlesy by cheéats, -
' e n~e :



