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gallon jug, in a hackney enach, in order
to fill it with the precious liquor, as a
f.ucc for his future. Attic entertainnents

Phillip to Lord Sydney. 391
in Soho fquare: but unfortunately no
pickle was found.

An ACCOU'TT of the STATE and PROSPECTS of the COLONIES in NEW
SOUTII WALES and NORFOLK ISLAND, at the Commencement of the, Year
1790.

[In Extrafsife: Letters fron G. Phillip to Lard Sydney, laid befre the Hufe of Commons.]

N UM itr.R I.

Sydney Cove, Feb. 12, 1790.

W HEN the Supply left Norfolk
Ifland, tic people were all very

iealthy, and they had vegectablet in Che
greatea abundance.. They get fih, when
the wcaticr pernits the bct to go with-
out the reef, and, at timufes, in fucl quan-
tities, that fini isle'crved out o the p:-oplc
in lieu of falt provifions. They maike
thir lines from the fiax plant ; but, un-
fortunately, wç have not any perfon Vlo
underiIands how to,drefsit.

-falf a pod of cotton being found,on the
ifland (fuppofed ta be brought there by a
bird) and a cocoa nut which was per-
fecIly found, arid appeared to have been a
(hart time in tche water, being tiroIvn up-
on the beach, have given fone re'ron ta
fuppofe thii bath thefe articles vil be
found in forne i(land at no great diilance.

Lord Howe 1fland ias been ekamined ;
but no frcth water, or goodi anchorage,
being found, it can be of no otier advan-
tage to this fettlenent, than occafionally
fupplying a few curtie.

I had the honour of inforneng yqur
iLordfhip, hiat a fettlement was intended
at a place, I named Rofe Hill. At tie
head of tlui .harbour there is a creek,
which, at half flood, las water for large
boats to go tire miles up ; and one mile
higier the water is frel, and the foil is
good. A very induftrious nian whom I
brought froi Engiand, is employed there
at prefent,'and has under his direaion or.e
hundred convi&s, vio are employcd, in
cle.aring and cultivating Ctle ground. A
harn, granary, and-cther neceffary build-
ings, are creaed ; and twenty feven acres
in corn promife a good crop. The foil is
good ; and th- country for twent y niiles
to the weftward, as f:ar as 1 have·examrnined
it,, lies well for cultivation but then the,
labour- of clearing ie. ground i.s very
gre'at ; and I ha-ve feen one that can be
cultivaetd w4thout cucling down the tim-
ber.èéxcept forne fáw particular fpots,
viich, from thzir .fituation (lyiig t a

dinance from either of the harbours) ~can
be no advantage ta us at prefent : "and I
prefurne the rneadows mentioned in Capt.
Cook's Voyage, were feen froin the high
grounds about Botany-Bay, and from
wlience -they appear-well-ta the eye, but,

j when examined, are found to be rharihes,
the draining of which would be wafle of
tine, and not«to be attcempted by the firft
(ettilers.,

The captain's guard's, which, until
lately did duty at Rofe Hill, is nowreduced
to a lieutenant. and twelve ,privates,
and 'intended, merely as a guard to the
ilore vhich cohtains the provifions, and
whicl is the. redoubt ; flr I arn now fn-
lhle tbere i5 nothing to be- appreihended

from the natives ; and Che little attcndance
which had been defired of the ofticers,
more than what (vas irmnediately garrifon
duty, wxhen at Rofe Hill, is now. no Ionger
rcquired.

At Sydney Cove all the ofßcers are in
good huts, and the men in Barracks: and,
although many unforfeen. difliculties have
been met, wvith, I believe there is not an
individual, from the governor ta the pri.
vate foldier, whofe fituation is not more
eligible at this time, than he had any rea-
fon to expe it could be in the courfe of
the three years flation.; and it is the faine
with the. conviCs; and thofe who have
been any ways i'nduarinus,- have vegeta-
bles in plentv.' The -buildings now car-
rying on e of brick and,.flone. , The
hrure intended for m-f(elf was to conift.
of only three rooms ; but, havingi agood
foundation, has been enlarged. contains
ix 'roons, and is'fo well biilt, chat I
prefume it will fYard for a great number
of years.

The flo-es have.been lately over. un
with rats and they are eq'ually numerous
in the gardens, where they do confid.rable
damage : and as -the -lofs in · the ftores
Eould only be«knowr byemnoving ail the
provition,. that wasadeèß to be donc ;
and many cafks é iýs nd fie vero
fo und to be damagedi or to'taly deliroyed,
The lofs, in thof& téo articleby th'ats,
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