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TO A ROBIN.

43 robin ou the ivy bough,

That, bare of |Jll({'1 wud leaves, is pow
Like lifo-stripped mortal, tell e how
Thou still can’st xing,

Whan othor birds have «<onght the Sun
O fleeting wing?

When thow art free to iy the skies

OF tropie fundye, what is it ties

Thy wee heart here, where Summer dlies
To live sgnin?

Doxt thou not wixttul bong 1o pise

On other ken

What life be thine that eny outias
The beeath of i ¢hill winter blase,
And be regaled on begged jepret
From kindly hunds

Wauld hifo bedull if it were cast

o =ammier fand<?

It would be thought that thow'd prefer
To warble farth thy carols whers

‘The locnst, ke the junipeer,

Blooms wll the year:

But thou do tuneful®sitts coyniey

(o wmortads here,

Thon might on denr-chud tendrilz vwing
Aud cu,\'li plue thy pretiy wing

And sl thy weadth of music <ing

In elimite, where

No wintry snows e'er hidde the Npring
Oc ehill the air.

Theu might have lown where thon eontd'« drink
Thy it upon the moesy hrink

Of sone clenr sprivng, where but o thinh

Of Jife is life,

And where no tily's Bead wonld®ink

In frosty strifie.

Thon oight have lown wheee gliding <tnene
Cast back aslant the poon-dny b,

Asud where the weeping willow ~eemgs

To shed its tears,

Where "nenth ite shade <ane mortal dyesn.
Of hy-gone yenes,

‘Then, robin, way thy waihling weet
Wit weloome kind sunl worsels sweet,
To tenipt thy fraittul thront 1o treat

Our lenging cars

To sonnnds whose mem’ries we chuadt greer
[n cuing yvears.

Peantford, tige, MUK,

THE WEAKNESSES OF STRENGTH

ts it not commonly «uid that we wll lave a
mean point, a weak point, and a mad oue in our
character, wmi that the best of us are only bet-
ter than the bad, and not absolutely goud und
positively noble all through ¥ That fumons val ¢
de cluembrr who lurks in the ante-room of every
life—he to whom the most illustricus master is
never u hero—could say strange things «fevery.
one, if he would ; and, were eutirely faithful
biogmphics to be written, the world which be.
lieves tn homaogeniety of qualities, would read
with amazement of wmennnesses and weaknesses
which make that which looks like pure Penteli-
con wmarble, without a flaw or a stain, nothing
better than amess of *“ breceia,”” where porphyry
jostles sundstone and lapis Lazuli is side by side
with grauite, and alabaster and ouyx make a
sipooth surfuce with seaside pebbles und fossil-
ised clay mud.

Who is brave all through ' who generous?
who faithful 7 who strong ! Noone. The mun
who will march up to the cannon’s mouth with
a cheer, avd lead the forlorn hope with a sonyg,
will not face his wife when in a temper-—
will not refuse his friend a loaun whivL he
wight not to atlord--will not dismisy a poor
devil of & elerk whose bread 15 in his work, and
whose work i3 not worth his biead. He has
voutage enough to give away hix own life for
the sake of duty or & cause ; but he has not
voursge enough to undergo the poisoned shufts
of an angry woman's tongue ! not courage enough
to see his friend gzo down to destruction when
by his owt loss he can withhold him; nor yet
has he courage enough 1o consign an inetlicient
servant to the certain starvation which awaits
him were he to be turned out of this employ,
untit as he is for this or any other, Thatis his
weakness his form of cowardice, that Haw in
waterial which makes the marble only  pud.
ding stoue” after all? Or take him who has
moral conrage enough todo that which is wisest,
and therefore that which s right, no matter who
has to sufler :—to him it i the principle that
has to be vindieated, not the person who has
to be considered, and le would walk over his
father's body were it in the way of his duty,
Buat—he would not walk past that house which
is said to be hauuted, unless, imdeed, on the
way of his duty, and he had to show his loyalty
by his courage ; and he trembles like an aspen-
leaf when he thinks he hears the spirits moving
the furniture about his rooms and sending him
other-world congratulations by means of thumps
and raps.  Brave to martyrdom morally, phy-
sically he iy timid as « hure ; and, braced to an-
bending steel on the side ot duty, he is all to
sieees on that of superstition. e, too, is un
wstance of the weakuess of strength and the odd
amalgam that jestling qualities create {n the
mind.

You ure generous and open.handed to a fault,
You will never live to be-—not rich: that is
not to be thought of !'—but even comfortably
off, bucause of your ridicnlons habit of giving to
all who want and of spending your snbstance in
mnking others happy. Aund yet—your private
valot sees you honrd all the bits of string and
packing paper, which may come to you as if
they were gold and silver ; and you will break
sour unils, and waste half nn hourof your valua.
?;lu time, in trying to umlo the knots which

securo w pareel of bouks rather than cut t.hu,

Gordiun difticulty and sacrifice « yard and a half
of twine. With reams of paper in your library
drawers, you save the unwritten half sheets of
the notes sent by your friends—even the blank
faces of the written halves—for memoranda and
rough copy. If you were wiked, you would give
away half o ream out of vour stock without
second thought ; but for yourself you put your.
self to the inconvenience of keeping o lot of mis-
fitting half-sheets sprawling a*)out your tuble,
and to the comporative annoyance of writing
your first thoughts on unequal lengths, rather
thau take of those stores which at the best re-
present only a few shillings saved by your thrift.
ut that is your little meanness, your little bit
of stinginess, in the midst of a life of rather ex-
ceptional ¢ giving.”

Another instance of the same kind of odd
stinginess, set like u lump of clay in the midse
of Prccious marbles, was to be found in the
¢ dislike to see wine wasted" characteristic of a
certain lady of good means and generous habits
once known to us. She used to give dinner
parties where everything was en regle according
to the fushion of the day, but the instant the
gentleman had left the diniag-roomn she used to
slip downstairs and epty into the decanters all
the heel-taps remaining in the glasses ; and
what wag the worst part of the transaction, she
emptied them indiseriminately —port, sherry,
and claret atl *“ toomed out-—into the fivst de-
canter that came handy, without the smallest
idea that she way committing 4 crime against
hier future guests which could not e ton <everely
condemmned.

Many such strange veins of meanness travers.
ing a nature of instinclive generosity may be
found in life by those whe lovk for them ; but
they ure chiefly found in public benefactors —
the people whe make large donations, accom-
patied by a blaze of trumpets in the public
press, and who thus build theirown monuments
during their lifetime, and enjoy the commenda-
tions usually reserved for the dead, who cannot
hear them.  They are so accustomed to have
ail they do in the way of generosity proclaimed
to the publie, and prui.wa by the public, that
they think it waste of time and force to do good
in secret, no man knowing. Hence, they not
only refuse ta give of their snbstance, save in
this semsi-royal and oflicial way, but they even
condescend 1o meannesses which no oue of fewer
pretensions and truer generosity would dream of
committing. Instances of this will eccur to all
ot our readers who know anything of the private
lives ol some of our greatest public benefactors.
We need not put the dots to the i's; common
report and yeuneral knowledge will supply thew ;
but the fact is a carious one in hwman nature,
atd to be verilted ut all four corners.

A naetably resolute, determined, and  self-
willed ehiaracter offers the very ideal of strength
-—atrength, indeed, running into harduess and
self-will trenching on brutality.  Where ix his
price ! Not in mouey ; not in fear ; nor yet in
affection : nor yet in secial ambition. He has
pith enough to withstaud all these.  Ofler him
place and power, shower on him caresses or
threaten him with penalties, and ie is inexora.
ble.  You might as well seek to soften granite by
dropping on it evening dew, Huat, Hatter him
judiciously, and vou have {ound the weak place
in hisarmour and hold himin vour luund. Agree
with him in the beginuing,  Tell biw that his
views are entirely right, us propoeseidl action en.
tirely wise——just, in fact, what you would expect
from him. Heis wisely stern, righteonsly irate ;
hix tirmness s courage, his opposition Yaithful
testifying. Go with him all the way ; and then
gently, tenderly, teutatively fead bim to look
at the other side. Pat it to him as & were hy-
pothesis which it is ouly common sense to ex.
amine,  Of course there is nothinein it-~but it
is a hypothesis like any other, and worth exam-
ination. 'Then, clear the ground bLit by bit,
ineht by tuch, always leading hiw aloug with
you by crafty appeals to his reasouableness and
power of wide judgment, and you have landed
him at last where you would that he should
stamd.  Duat this kiud of thing is, of all human
manipulations, the most diflicult and delicate,
and needs the Jargest amount ot werodr fuire and
tact.  Itis the one weakness of the stroug man,
He canuot resist the lattery which appeals to his
better judgment in such nice gradations of
agreement and praise, for the sake of argument
passing on to avother view which, by discussion,
seems to commend itsell to the mind yet more
than the former, and of which he theretore-——o
wise aud good as he is—cannot fail to see the
value. This is his hook, line and net ; herewith
he is enught, played, and landed,

His brother’s weak point may be found in his
atfectious.  He cannot resist anything but the
well-being to be sacrificed, the damage to be
Jduue to his dearest, should he persevere in the
way which he has marked out for himself, and
made clear to his conscience is the wuy of duty,
No flattery tauches him, however skilfully
administered ; no social ambition for himself
has nny power. Ofler him the Garter, and he
would uot stoop to look at the blue riband,
which other men would give half their souls to
win ; ofler him wealth, and fame, and all the
fleshpots of Egypt, fitled to the brim and run.
ning over, and he would prefer his Spartan
blmﬂ( broth and blacker bread, rathier than
swoerve a hair's breath from the line of probity
and rectitude.  Bat show him the future sufter-
ings of his wife and children ; paint the anguish
of the mather whose uffspring have to be saeri.
ticed for an idea ; dwell on the life-long disad.
vantages to the boys for the want of a good
edueation, on the trials of the girls who will

have to fight for themselves in life, no one aiding
~—und he is done for. He will bow his knee to
Baal rather than bring this trouble on those
denr heads the care of which hie persuades hioe
self iy his chief duty ; and he forsakes his flag
and hetrays hix ceuse rather thay that bis sons
und daughters should go iuto the dessrt of socinl
ruin with him. Jadge gently of him even when
hestands confessed the reuegade, who could not
bear that steain.  His love way the liue of cleav.
age nud his constancy broke at thut point.

I we have weak points and mean points, what
can be said of the mad ones ¢t Is it not one of
the varest things iu the world to tind a thorough.
ly healtly brain in every particulart 1he in.
tellect may be clear and sharp, but does there
not lurk in some sccret coruer of ulmost all of
us an unprovahle saperstition ?—an excess of
faith over knowledge © All the people who be-
lieve in the ubiquity and universal social and
oflicial infiltration of the Jesuits are not fit for
the lunatic asylum ; nor are all thoss who be-
lieve in the intentionsl wickedness of Giovern-
inents ; nor those who see everywhere the traces
of secret poisoning. Nor are those who holl
that we are the lost Ten T'ribes necessarily niad ;
nor those who accept as proved and patent the
prophesies said to be recorded iu the stones of
the Great Pyramid.  Yet when these are dis-
cussed and ventilated by those of us who are not
in the sane steeam of thought, they seem to be
the veriest moounshine ever talked; and the
minds which hold them seem to us asif they
must necessarily be, so far, insans.  Aud yet
these justify their faith to themselves, and
make what is madness to us science to them-
selves. Do we not all know people, with solid
brains enough, whe yet helieve in luck, in
dreaws, in foreshadowing of future events by
omens and presentiments ! Which of ug is free
frow every vestige of superstition t—from the
thirteenth at table to the howling of a dog be-
neath the windows of the sick ¥—from beliefs in
ghosts, in spirit-rapping, in fortune-telling, to
the spilling of salt and the beginning of a journey
on a Friday! Most ol us own to some little
thread of what is substantially mudness, in that
it is a beliel only and not « fact--a superstition
and not part of a science capable of proof and
demonstrable by analysis. S5 it is, aud the
weaknesses of strength are to be found every-
where, like the worm-casts in the garden, and
slate mived up with agate in the slab of varie.
gated breesia,

HORSES UNDERCROUIND.,

It is not propesed here to speak of that style
of geological horse which badks the hopes of
expeetnt stockholders so often by coming into
the ore body so invonveniently, but of the pa-
tient animals employed underground for hauling
cars, et¢c. A short time since a gentleman
named Mr. C. Hunting, spoke before the North
of Fngland Institute of Mining Eugineers on
colliery horses, aad gave some facts concerning
their feeding and management which are of in-
terest.  He stated that two things are neces.
sary to produce condition in horses—hard work
and mgL feeding. 'The former is never lacking
in collieries, and the latter can easily be at-
tained if cost be no object. A sufliciency of
oats and hay, with plenty of wark, will prodace
condition, but at a most extravagant cost; but
high feeding can be economically attained, and
horses may be kept in the highest condition at
a cost very much below what 1s usually incurred
for animals doing light werk.  There are three
conditions which render high feeding cconomie-
al. 1, The sclection of the cheapest but bLest
food 1 2, giving that food in a form most tavour-
able to digestion ; 3, the prevention of waste.
The writer gave an analysis of the ditterent
qualities of food usually given to horses, and ex-
plained that several of these articles of proven.
der possess very ditlerent qualifications ; some
are laxative, and same are constipative ; but a
judicious mixtare cau be made whick will pro.
duce a most valuable food. 'The object of the
larger portion of the paper is confined to show.
ing what the mixture should be, and how it
shonld be changed to suit the ever-varying prices
of each of its ingredients without losing its nuatri-
tive qualities.  Oats alone will not keep hard
working horses in con lition, nor can any sinele
grain preserve both health and condition. Ha
showed that musty or kilu-driel vats are dan-
gerous.  Oats should be sound, sweet, and a
year old, and their natural weight shonld be ar
least 40 1bs, per bushel.  Maize is a most valu-
able article of provender for harl working horses,
Cutting and bruising the hay are advocated ;
and the importance of the frequency and regu.
larity of meals is shown. The writer quoted
figures showing that at the priveipal collieries,
cte., where his method of feeding is earried our,
there wus a saving of £41,114 13s. 4d. in the
yvear 1881 ; the corporation of Neweastie saved
L1252 10s. in 1881, He also gave a statement
of the saving eftected over a number of years,
varying from £117,455 saved in 31 years at South
Hetton Colliery down to £4,227 saved by the
corportion of Newcastle in four years; the total
saving for 17 . establishments amounting to
4574255, Thesaving in the ecost of feeding by
the writer's method isnot by any means the only
advantage or tho whole economy effected ; for
it is claimed that horses do more work per
aunuw, are in better condition, and last con.
siderably longer than those fed on any other
plan. In the course of the discnssion which
followed the reading of the paper, Mr. Hunting
comlemued the nse of condimenis and spices
and the cooking or boiling of food fur horses,

SCIENCE IN 804 BUBELES.

The soup bubble has now come within the
reach of science. By meuns of those gausy
globes many beautiful and interesting experi-
ments have been made at the Franklin Institute
during a lecture by Mr. D. 8. Holman, actuavy
of the Institute, on ‘* Some ellects of Light and
Sound.” The instraments used were the Hol.
man lantern microscope and the same gentle.
man’s later iuvention, the phoneidoscope, which
may be freely tranglated into ** seeing sound.”
The former instrument consists of a metal box
containing an oxy-hydrogen light, which is
thrown at any angle by condensing lenses upon
the object to be maguitied, This light is re-
flected off at another angle through the magni.
fying lens on u screen, where the object iy dis-
played greatly magnified.

‘The phoneidoscope consists of a thin metal
tube, on one end of which is a thin capin which
a hole one inch square i3 cat, and at the other
wnd is a large mouthpiece such as as used on a
speaking tube. The soap-bubble preparation
is composed of oleate of soda and glycerine, and
from it bubbles two feet in diameter and of ex-
ceeding brilliancy can be blown. Some of these
have been kept 48 hours under glass, ‘The
lecturer dipped the small end of the phoneilos-
cope into a saucer lilled with this preparation,
which left a ilm across the square opening. The
cone of light from the luntern was then thrown
upon the filin and reflected upon a screen throngh
the magnifying lens making a figure about two
feet square.

The effect was beautiful. At first uothing
but w grav sorface was seen, then gleams of
colour appeared, and in a moment the whol-
square was a mass of dazzling brilliancy which
would have put to shame auny kaleidoscope ever
made. Fvery instant the beautiful picture
changed ; now a wonderful design in reds and
yellows, looking like a tea store chromo of an
Italian sunset ; then shifting to a swarm of pea-
cocks’ tails, or a pantomime traunsformation
scene struck by lightning and as suddenly
changing to u sombre view in blue and purple,
or a rainbow daneing a waltz. After showing
several of these pictures, the lecturer proceeded
to show the etiects of sound upon the soup-
bubble. A esuplet was sung into a phonograph,
the mouthpiece of which was placed against the
mauthpicce of the phoneidoszope, and the crank
was turned. As the sound issued forth, a cu-
rious etfgct was produced upon the picture.
(ieometrical tigures in black appeared upon it,
small and distinet when the notes were high,
large and less clearly cut when the notes were
low. Around and among the black ligures
whirled the ever changing colours, red, blue,
green, yellow, in all their varying shades, melt-
inginto one another too ruickly for their bleni.
ing to be followed by the eye. Human vuices
also sang to the soap-bubble, and with equally
curious results. It is proposed te exhibit this
experiment on a very large seale as soon as the
new lantern microscope, now beiug made Tut
the institurion, is finished.

CEPEDORA™ AND SARDOI,

Sarah Bernhardt has written to M. Mover. of
the ffuaddols, « long letter about *f Fedora.” She
says that it is the first time she has ever inter-
preted auything of Sardou’s, for Perrin had
objected to her playiug in ** Daniel Rochat.™
When she at length returned to Paris after her
wanderings over the glohe, Sardou wis ready
with his srenacio. At length she had a tile, for
until then in all the pivces that she had created
she had only episodical parts. She gives some
interesting details regurding the collaboration
of artist and author. Dumas reads coldly and
leaves all details on the stage to the manager.
Feunillet is nervous and sensitive.  Vietor Huyo
reads swiftly and ventures his suggestions
timidly. Sardou, on the other hand, b.gins
with small masters and as the rehearsals proceed
extends his arrangements.  He is not peremp-
tory, as is reporied, but listens gludly to the
suggestions of the company. He is very patient,
and has an eyve for everything. He sits on the
furniture, tries the doors, ‘“he weeps, lauchs
in short, feels all the toles.”  1le comes to the
theatre muilled in furs, he complains of cold
draughts, he takes off and puts on his overcont
a dozen timwes; at three o'clock he aund the
actors take some refreshment and drink port
wine,

“ Fedora,” according to Mme. Bernhandt,
is a second creation of woman. [Fedora is all
women in one. She is the incarnation of all
feminine charms and defects —- a fallen angel
with white wings. The play itselt she considers
one of the most striking Jdranas that has bevu
Yor years preseuted to the pablic.

SeELLIER~The famous tenor, beiore he was
discovered, wasin a bad plight ane day.  Find-
ing no work in Paris, he went to Havre. There
hie met an old friend emploved in the Teansat-
lantic Compauy. Sellier asked for work. His
friend suggested the position of underciok on
board the Saint-Laurent. Sellier, who is =«
capital cook, asked for the place and got it.
His pay was §10 a week. But the tenor cook
increased his funds by singing in the evening
when his work was over, and the passengers
passed the hat around for him.  Every cent he
gained he sent to his mother.  He his been in
New York Dy sicteen times and never set foa
on land.  He says “Je connudtis mor duwsris
que”
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