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ut gDratefril affecciiunr anrd cordiahly arcceptinzg tire

unle 1 otfered hl ui, took- Iris leave.
Becfore rcýtirrig: Lu nrry oivrr roorn at rriolt, i ias

sornetClles inrdsced lîy Belinrdi, to r.perid lirîf arr borr
inr lers ;wbcrr sie ivouid tailk over past batppy days,
and tell me stories corirÀ.ectüd vith bier grarîdirotîrer

or lietr unîcie Ularrington. WcV werc sittiug; this

inght, as usual, b)y lier fire side, iîbere sbc had

piaced me iri the old arcs chair, iieri, irr alluding to
our pleasarît ivalk, I said

Il Iave 1 trot discovercd a littie secret, dear Belin-

da '" Siie iookud surprised.

le lrrdecd, I kroi nuL," sie replicd ;"if you hrave,
(10 tell it Irle."

ICati a eomïparrion and fricrrd likze Mr. Linidsay be
so weii known witbout crcatirrg a nvarirr irrtercst,"5

i errqrire(i smîlirrg.
"lic :s erre for inbom I feel tire biglirct respect,

and estcem," shie answvercd 1 h ave a rio-lrt Lo

value hier, silice I oive Iilmi more than 1 can ever re-

p)ay."1
lBut is reg-ard arrd esteem ail you eau afilord to

give hlmn; I much question bis being satisfied wvitlr

sucb expressions, gratifying though they mnay bc."
Belinda becanre agitated as 1 spolie; bier chreck

crimsoned, and theri turncd pale alternately, iben
suddenly blirsting irto a flood ut tears, sbc tlrcn

irerseif on my bosum.
"eMy dear girl," I exelairaed, nuuh distresscd

"if I hrave pained you, believe me iL was urrinîcu-

tionai."

111 know it ivas, dear Mrs. Mýary," sie replied
sohing ; but, oh, yen bave irrdecd touelred a
tender chord ; î>uor Linrdsay, i liave oftcrr tricd to Ire-

lieve that hie urrîy feit for nie as a brother, and yet

a 1*an' words occassiorrally bave shakeri tîrat belie.

Worluis ivould 1 give wverc it in my powver tu retîrrn

'ris affectiuor as iL desr'rvcs, and tu bc a -parent lu that

dear littie mîotherless girl ; but IL jr impossible ; it

inrouid be sinful."

1 corrfess I grazed on bier ivitir astonishment-it

osenmed to me so inexplicable, tbat a beirrg so su-

Irerior. su gifted, as Mr. Linrdsay, eould not Le
loved.

I sec vo or surprise," corrtinued Belliida ;"ner-

eaui I ivurrder at it, but a fcw words wiil renruvc IL ;

rny affectionis arc riot roiv in îy uwvn power ; thcy

arc given to arroi ber.1>

"Ah, that, irndeed exýulains but hou ivell, dear
lileliida," 1 replied ; Ilyet wiry this agitation, tîrese
tcars ; witir your senîtimcerts, I arn eonvinied you

couid irot besr.uw tireur on arr unworthy dbjeet."

IUrwortiry, cerhairrly mnay rrot be applicd to one
ot lire irost noble minded bcings ; yet, wantirrg as lire
is lu tire religion wlrich corrstitutcs rrry happirresa, Ire
catr neyer bu any Lhiig miore ho rire tîrari lie is ah

hirc3cnt. 1 du nuL inicau te say tirat lire i3 %vitirout ru-
ligioru," sire comtiriued orr seeinrg rire start ; Ilbut
ilrenit iL -r only tirat uft lie nrominal 'lirr•,tiarr its

forms without its dccp aird fervenrt practice
f'ore it lias no lifc, no cirdurarrce.ý"

leDcar Bclitida, hon' you have excitcd mny
thy," i returncd ; Il and hoiv happy 1 shoul 1
you deerned nic worthy of your confiidencec; siflce1
arrivai I have ohserved a depressiorr in yoUr ,PPdt

wbhich I could scarccly attribute to the loss Of Yotr

rrgcd relative, since you must have beeri dulY PM'

p)ared tor that cvent by lier azc-I faicild there l5

bc atrother cause 3upcradidedI, aird, alas, my fer!
5

ar

but too correct. I have numbered more tbafl do'
your years, I conitinued pressing hier in nîy arm5

, j
cati I enter initu evcry feeling of your heart ae

and tenderly too, fear me iiqt, therefore, n'
cbild, my experience inay lielp) you, and nlry yP

thy at lcast prove a iolacc. XViiI vou trust Inm
0  

i

I have often ivishcd to open rny hicart toY"

replied Belirida, iwbuse svcet face rcstcd'l0Y

siouider 1 have none here ivbo could uriderg

me, aird if you ivli have the patience to listCfl,5»
riarrate ail that preys on my inirrd, my spir t 3

My healtlb." dae
Gently did I soolffe and encourage bier, el'

apause, durling which she secrned colicleCtî5

thoughts, site gave me the following brief hist0ry

whicb 1 shahl repeat iri my on %vords : vl
Frocs the pcriod that Belida vent to rcsidc"

<îld Mrs. Ilarrington, shc saiv little oftler I1Pa

rents, bcyond ant arruai via;it, wbhich they pid irl~

Margerets, conscqrrcntly beraffections werCIl Ch

tranged frorn tliem, and plaed orr lier ,,raldiO 0
ivho i'as devotedly attached to bier. 1r In~

life nias very retircd, as thc old laycarcd p
t

foi
socety, but shc erjoycd many innocent arrd becIIIles

reecations, partictilarly when cither of lier tl br

wcere at honre, and zreat pai:rs ivere takCCn tuS
education should bc sc as ivouici 5strfgtîîer orr

mmnd arrd lcad bier to place ber ehief haPPî fCoo1
thi-rs above. Shie gieaned nruch advaitag0 01 0

the eultivated Society uf bier youngest unîcle, aIIiOOr

Ilarrirrgton, and became bis constant CotpÇe

wberrever bie returrred to St. Maurgerets. Isi

perfcctly idolized lry bis nîrother, wbhosc Y 0ri
pride was gratifîcd l'y tire higb estimatiffil 'f

lie ivas hield by ail iris rîiiitary fricndsaJ~'i

beavy triai ivas this dear somr's beli- ordered P:ei
bis reginrerît to Irîdia. 'Iheir parting ivas $i0

for slie feit thiat bier bopes Gt ever iireetiflg""aegr

ofl cartîr ierc sîigîrt. 1'ive years after Iris def

tire rrcws of bis deatb reachcd, lier, arrd the 1Wio tcf,

tire old lady neyer recovercd tire sboek. Aýt iry lp

ilrrg pcriod, Beligýda wvas a great treasurc tO 100r,

fronr tire religious consolationîs of Mr. Ln5'il

liad reccntly bectr appoirrted curate ini tIhe on

bourlrood, she derived strerîglî rrnd resivfnalt0 tC

visited lier daily, anrd iis güertle syrriinatlY > O

arrd by degreCü restorcd lranquiliity. lIeth
as onie wlru lrad féit no surroi, foi, eXCCPt CO

Gertrude. nouec rrcar arr! cîcar nicre Icft t'bl

~3O4


