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BREAD ON TRE WATERS.
Cast fiîy brcad uipon the waters . for thou shah find it after

rnany dayrs."-EccLEs. xi. 1,

Wcro you going at the riglit soason to M),ysore or China,
you would seo thousands of people planting the cornof those
couatries. They sow it in the mud, or on the dry soil, and
thon imrnediately thcy turn on a flood of ivater, so that the
wholo field beoomes a slsallow pond. You would think the
sood was drowncd. But wait a few weoks, and then go and
view one of these artificial lakes, and froma ail its surface
you will seo green points rising, and day by day that gras
shoots taller, tili at last tise water is no more seen, and tili
eventually the standing pool bas ripened into a field of rich
and rustling grain. So that in its literai sense the farmers
of thoso lands are evcry ycar fulfilling the maxirn of the text.
For should the spring corne on them, and find their supply
of rico-cora scanty, instead of devouring ail> tbey will ra-
ther stint themsel ves. They wili rathergo hungry for weeks
together, and live on a pinched suppiy : for the bread which
they cast on the waters this spriag, creates the crop on
which they are to subsist next autumn and winter ; and they
are content to cast it on the waters now, for they are sure
to find it after nxany days.

Or suppose that you are ia the South Sea Isies, where the
bread-frait grows," and that by chance or on purpose you
scatter some of its precious bunches on the sea. At the mio-
ment you may feel that they are lost; but should the winds
and the waters waft thern to ono of those reef islands with
which such sens are thickly studded, the wandering seeds
may get washed ashore, and beneath those brilliant suas
may quickly grow to a bread-fruit forest. And should some i
disa-ster, long years after, wreck you on that reefS where these f
trees are grown and their clusters ripe, you may owe your
sustenance to the bread which you cast on the waters long
ago.

Such is God's husbandry. Do the right deed. Do it in
faitb, and in. prayor commcnd it to the carc of God. And
thougli the waves of ciroumstance xnay soon waft it beyond
your ken, they only carry it to the place prepared by Hiax.
And whether on an earthly or a heavenly shore, the resuIt
will hoe found, and tho reapor will rejoice that lie was once
a sower.

Tihe cultivated sort, iowcvcr, has seldoin any seeds.


