THE CRITIO. a1

consed to speak or hear: [ was told.by thoso in front, that his
lips moved as if in tho act of speaking, afler he ceased to bo
heard. Ho wis o deeply affected that all motive power was
nearly oxtinguishod, and I bad to push him from behind with
my finger, to makehim walk: ho walked a fow yards with dif-
ficulty, and thon becoming.suddenly rigid fror head to foot, o
slight push sont him down headlong upen the floor, in o tmost
alarmoing mannor : the fit of rigidity was so instantancous that
I was not aware of it. He was revived with some difficulty, and
fortunately was not injured by his fall,

Scorcop Chund was noxt bronght in, and, as I had not
seon him for & month, I began asking Lim about his health,
&c., mesmerising him &l the time.  In a fov mimutes, ho cene-
ed to answer, and I took him out of the dock, turned lhun round
like o teetotum, ltis arms rigidly fixed all the time, and then re-
stored him to his former placo in a state of comploto 1nsenst-
bility : no one could make him hear, or show tho shightost sign
of life. Whon I blew in his oyes, he instantly recovered Ins
gonses, and declared he had never loft the spot.

Whethier the barber stole the boy mesmerieally or not. I will
not pretend to decide, but it gave mo an opportumty of prov-
ing, in tho most public mauner, that the thing could he done,
and no one has ventured to deny publicly that I gtole the men ;
and,with the facilitics of a native barber, I could almost engago
to stoal a yran, woman, orchuld, dmiy. From the moment that
I witnesseu the extreme degree of Mesmeonsm, I became deep-
ly impressed wjth a conviction of 1ts power for evil as woll as
good ; and I have driverwr1t thus far, tn the hope of ronsing the
public mind to the sense of the dangers, as well as benefits, that
may be expected from it; and I trust the dhy 1s not distaut,
when public.opinion will strongly condemn all those who prc-
tise the art, oxcept for plulosophic and medical purposes.

That the barber was 1n 1legal possession of the boy's por-
son, however obtained, was so clear, that he was rentenced to
nine years' imprisonment, and labour in rons; and the sen-
tence was confirmed by the superior court. But the govern-
ment ealled for the proceedings, and thinking, I suppose, thut
the mesmeric experiments had inade too deep an tmprossion on
the mind of the court, graciously purdoned the barber.

When puzzled by the exhibition of new and wonderful
bodily, or mental phonomens, instead of solving our difficuities
by denying the existence of the phonomena, or dismissing them
contemp’uously as the offspring of deception, or deluston, we
shall do much better, and gonerally be nearer the truth, if we
suspect that we bave overlooked some power of the humau con-
atitution, and resolve dihgently to betake ourselves to the study
of tho nature of the new agont.

-~

As there is 2 man in this city who, amongst his other
powers, real and pretended, pro{esses to wield the power of
magnetism ; professes so to use maghetic or mesnreric powier,
as to put some organs of the mind to sleep, while others are
in exercise ; professes to be able to communicate any discase
he chooses ; professes to have procuied the 'sickness of a man,
whose sickness he had predicted would overtake him before
the expiration of a week ; professes to regret having practised
this self-styled *¢ black art” inthe case of this man; and was
seen to pass Mi~ hands over the midn, whom he declared to
be in a tranc as if with a view to mesmerize him—inas-
much as the foregoing statements admit of being proved at
any time, we are of opinion that the time has
arrived. to investigate the proceedings of this individual

Linntless cunning, and indomitable perseverance,are united
in the person above referred tn; and although he has doubtless
striven hard to educate himself, he is so far below par atthe
presenttime, that in oneof his multitudinousefforts to adver-
use himself, he has lately published the following statement,
alleged to have been addressed to him: - You must be
known to be reafized.” Not a few persons, we should say,
have ratlized that the knowing this ndividual has cost them
something.  As lus modesty is of the Wild caste, he informs
us that anoth~r counsellor has bidden him * tell the people
s good qualities; c.meo out boldly with his name promi.
nent,” that *“thereis nothir.g ostentatious in that 7" that he is
“ net to mind what 1s thought or said;" that his * name is
good, and lus character stainless,” and that it is folly for
hun to stand 1n his own hght and let the publioc be deceived.”
AWith regard to the staiulessness of lus character, it might
be well for any one sufficiently ipterested in the subject, to
consulsone Phaebe Chamberlam,of Hamilton,and Mrs. Lowis,
the herbalist of that city; it might also be well for such an
engrer to satisfy lumself whether a letter, purporting to
be addressed by Phabe Chamberlain to this individual, be
a forgery or not. Peuding these considerntions, it is refresh-
ing to find this man writing of himself in the following
fashion: — »* Qur  humble philanthropist had never
previously vaunted limself, but  allowed everybody
to unpose upon hug, prefersing to humble himsclf that he
nught be in ductime cxalted, rather than exalt nmself. He,
therefute, having now become very greatiy exalted and called
upon 1n duty toall, declares himself in plain statements ete.”
The first of the » plawn statements” which greets our eyes is
that ** The third number of Z4e Outery is the outcome of a
chauitably disposed Cliristian Spinit whose duty it 1s to
detend the nght by a preclamation of the truth, hoping by
dong so decently and in order,to injute none, but benefit
(H)all." The utterancesof such a man asthe publisher of the
above-cited drets, charactenized as they are by blasphemy
and talsehood, would be iufinitely beneath notice, wers it
not that his puwer of deception excecds that of averago
scoundrels, and 1s attended with conscquences detrimentak
to health and Ife.  We ubserve that in quoting a publiea-
tion of his own, styled Hew'th wnd Food, the man J. A, H,,
{why was said to have been in a trance) is stated to have
died on Jaouary 23rd of the present year.  In another puby
hication of the sameuan, we gather « THAT viTAL MoveMENT
WAS DISCUVERLD IN THE BuLY ON THE 22ND OF JANUARY:” wd
~venture to conclude {rom vui ownlimited measure 6f acquaint-
snce with physiolugy, that the phenumenyn of ¢ wital moved
ment being déiswrered” in a human budy the day previous tu
dissvlution, 1s not so rare gn occurrence as to elicit any
great amaount of attention on the part of the scientific. We
are not chned to waste words an this would:be religious im¢
pustor, furthér. than to state that he refers (in the journal
we have quoted) to a blasphemoussheet entitled; ** Victor's
glad tidings to the world,” published by himself in 1877, and
has the audacity to pretend that from that time forth,
vendurs of suap, brooms, and ploughs, have been naming
the several articles after himself ; he is philosopher enough
to-krow that if one, set of persons ses enough of him to
strip the mask from off him, there are always plenty left on
whoimn he can practise s multitudinous arts; we trust it
will not be long—notwithstanding his park-spouting—before

he1s within the grip of the law, .
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